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EDITORIAL

The first ideas for celebrating the thousandth anniversary of the Croatian Kingdom were
published in 1899 by the Croatian newspaper Osvit from Mostar. The founding of the Society
of the “Brothers of the Croatian Dragon” in 1905 gave a real impetus to the celebration through
its founders Emilij pl. Laszowski Szeliga and Velimir Dezeli¢ Sr., who already in 1906 set in
motion the initiative that would be realised in 1925. The celebration was indeed held in all
regions where Croats lived.! Mario Jareb described it in detail in his book Kralj Tomislav kroz
tisu¢ godina: kralj Tomislav izmedu stvarnosti i mita te proslava tisucite obljetnice Hrvatskoga
Kraljevstva 1925. godine i njezini odjeci do danas [King Tomislav through a thousand years:
King Tomislav between reality and myth, and the celebration of the thousandth anniversary of
the Croatian Kingdom in 1925 and its echoes to this day] (Hrvatski institut za povijest and
Druzba ,Bra¢a Hrvatskoga Zmaja“, Zagreb, 2017). According to the book, “The first
celebrations were those of a church character; on 8 May 1925 the Day of Catholic Youth was
celebrated throughout Croatian lands in honour of the thousandth anniversary of the Croatian
Kingdom.” Around 4,000 Croatian pilgrims, led by the Archbishop of Zagreb, Dr Antun Bauer,
marked the thousandth anniversary of the Croatian Kingdom with Pope Pius XI in Rome on 31
May 1925. During the second Croatian pilgrimage of the Croat Eagle Union to Rome, led by
Dr Ivan Sari¢, the Archbishop of Sarajevo, Pope Pius XI delivered an inspiring address on 18
September 1925, saying among other things: “In this Holy Jubilee Year when the whole
Catholic Church dedicates itself ever more to the spiritual treasures of the holy Jubilee, here for
the second time already Our dear sons from Croatia come to celebrate with Us two Jubilees:
the general Jubilee with the rest of the Church, and their own great historical Jubilee in memory
of that day when Our predecessor John X, as you know well, raised Croatia to the rank of
a kingdom. We rejoice therefore to see you here, to greet you and to bless you in the house of
your Father.”

Following the publication of Mario Jareb’s book, issued in co-publication with the
Society of the “Brothers of the Croatian Dragon”, the Society initiated activities in 2022 that
led to the proclamation of 2025 as the “Year of the 1100th Anniversary of the Croatian
Kingdom”. The Croatian Parliament did so on 14 March 2024 by unanimous decision, at the
proposal of Matica hrvatska and the Society of the “Brothers of the Croatian Dragon”.
Immediately afterwards, Matica hrvatska — Osijek Branch, the Society of the “Brothers of the
Croatian Dragon”, the Dragon Table in Osijek and the Slavonian Association of Herzegovinians
in Osijek began preparations to mark the anniversary in a dignified way. It was agreed that
several projects would be submitted to public calls and tenders of Osijek-Baranja County and
the City of Osijek. At the same time, archival and related material concerning the 1925
celebration of the thousandth anniversary of the Croatian Kingdom began to be searched. It
turned out that the State Archives in Osijek held virtually no material relating to the celebration
of the thousandth anniversary of the Croatian Kingdom. Srecko Tomas therefore examined the
1925 issues of Hrvatski list. He found an extensive description of the celebration of the
thousandth anniversary of the Croatian Kingdom in Osijek in 1925, which unfolded over two
days, 5 and 6 September 1925, when the central ceremony was held. He wrote about this in an
article entitled “Kako je proslavljena 1000. godi$njica hrvatskog kraljevstva u Osijeku: Braca
Hrvatskog Zmaja predlazu da Osijek 100 godina poslije jednako dostojno obiljezi obljetnicu”
[How the 1000th anniversary of the Croatian Kingdom was celebrated in Osijek: The Brothers
of the Croatian Dragon propose that Osijek mark the anniversary in equally dignified fashion
100 years later], published in Glas Slavonije on 4 February 2025. This mobilised numerous

! TOMAS, Domagoj. ,,Madarska Milenijska obljetnica 1896. i Tisucita obljetnica Hrvatskoga Kraljevstva 1925
Knjizevna revija, 65 (2025), no. 2: 11.









PERSECUTION OF THE OPPOSITION PRESS IN THE
KINGDOM OF SHS FROM 1921 TO 1925 ACCORDING TO
HRVATSKI LIST

Hrvatski list was published in Osijek from 4 January 1920 as the newspaper of the
Croatian Community in Osijek. From issue 1 to issue 60 it appeared twice a week, then from
issue 60 to issue 75 once a week, after which it became a daily newspaper, published every day
except Monday. The responsible editor from the beginning until issue 7 in the second year of
publication, 1921, was Lujo Vice.®> Hrvatski list was published until 14 April 1945 (issue 77 =
8442), when it ceased publication. From year 2, issue 282 (1921), the responsible, and then
chief editor and responsible editor, were in turn Kerubin gegvié, Tomislav Dikli¢, Josip Pavisic,
Ivan Brki¢, Ivan Grubisa, Dragutin Hofbauer, Matija Kovaci¢, Oto Rafajac, Franjo Babi¢,
Kamilo Krvari¢, and Zvonimir Bena$i¢. The owner and publisher from the beginning until year
3, issue 59 (1922), was the Committee of the Croatian Community, after which the publisher
was the “Hrvatski List” Publishing Society up to year 10, issue 36 (1929), and then, until
year 22, issue 111 (1941), the publisher was Josip Pavisi¢.* After Josip Pavisi¢, until the
cessation of publication on 14 April 1945, the chief editor and director was Kamilo Krvari¢.
From the beginning of publication, Hrvatski list was printed at the Croatian Printing Institute
Ltd, Osijek Branch, and from October 1920 it was printed at the Civic Printing House.’

According to the transcript of the document “Drustvena pogodba” [Articles of
Association], the “Hrvatski List” Publishing Society was founded in Osijek on 12 March 1922,
The founders and signatories of the “Drustvena pogodba” were five citizens of Osijek: Dr
Franjo Papratovi¢, Dr Vjekoslav Hengl, Viktor Frank, Dr Milan Caginovié, and Mijo Matijevi.
They undertook to assume all the assets and liabilities of Hrvatski list according to the inventory
and balance sheets for 1920 and 1921, as well as all rights of joint ownership (publishing and
issuing rights) that had been assigned to them “by the decision of the former Consortium of
Hrvatski List”. The “Drustvena pogodba” came into force on the day it was signed, that is, on
12 March 1922. They specifically undertook that “within 3 years, i.e. by 31 December 1924,
they would pay the entire existing debt of Hrvatski List to the Civic Printing House Ltd in
Osijek.” They also undertook that, after paying the existing debt to the Civic Printing House,
any surplus income would be used exclusively for the expansion and improvement of Hrvarski
list, and that they would not seek any remuneration for themselves. One provision of the
“Drustvena pogodba” should be particularly highlighted: “The political line of ‘ Hrvatski list’,
in general national terms, can never be changed in such a way that it would be detrimental
to the Croatian people, its name and its essential interests.” It was emphasised that if, over
time, such changes and divergences of opinion arose that it would be necessary to alter the
political line of Hrvatski list, or it could no longer “be maintained in the spirit and direction
for which it was founded, the newspaper must be discontinued, liquidation carried out, and
the net assets handed over to Matica hrvatska”. A smaller management board was also

*  (Catalogue. National and University Library in Zagreb. Accessed 12 October 2025.
https://katalog.nsk. ht/F/19B8BD671VATT45SMBASY6Q33RP4AQILGBDA722RY A27MVDIFG-

39896 2func=full-set-set&set number=062986&set _entry=000015&format=999.

4 Catalogue. National and University Library in Zagreb. Accessed 12 October 2025.
https://katalog.nsk. ht/F/A789XE633ASV57ADMEIS517XJIPAMHCR7XDCIXRPSKAGSDAQMJ2 -

202557 func=full-set-set&set number=063233&set_entry=000014&format=999.

> VINAJ, Marina. "Dru$tvo za izdavanje Hrvatskog lista — najéitanijeg osjeckog dnevnika", Glasnik Arhiva
Slavonije i Baranje, Osijek, 2013, no. 12: 106 and 114 (99-116).
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elected: Dr Franjo Papratovi¢, Dr Vjekoslav Hengl, and Viktor Frank, with Dr Milan Caginovi¢
as deputy.

Hrvatski list thus began to appear after the First World War, at a time of drastic social
change. In order to gain a better insight into this, the issues of Hrvatski list up to the end of
1925 were examined in greater detail, primarily as a source of data on the commemoration of
the thousandth anniversary of the Croatian Kingdom in 1925, but also as a window onto the
social circumstances in the Kingdom of SHS.

Persecution of Hrvatski list from 1921 to 1925

Persecution of Hrvatski list (Hrvatski glas) in 1921

After the ban on Hrvatski list, the management and editorial board came up with an
innovative solution. They obtained permission to publish Hrvatski glas as the newspaper of the
Croatian Community in Osijek, effectively a continuation of Hrvatski list. Issue no. 2 of
Hrvatski glas from Sunday, 14 August 1921 (Figure 3), is preserved in the Library Department
of the Museum of Slavonia in Osijek, but issue no. 1, unfortunately, is not. Evidence of the ban
on Hrvatski list appears in that preserved issue in an article entitled “Zvani¢ni organ velikog
zupana u Osijeku” [Official Organ of the Grand Prefect in Osijek]. It states that the Osijek
newspaper Straza’ a few days earlier had written that the “Osijek Community members” had
requested permission to publish Hrvatski glas and Hrvatska svijest instead of the banned
Hrvatski list, as independent newspapers of the Slavonian Croats. StraZa concluded: “We
believe that the first newspaper, Hrvatski glas, should not be permitted, as the gentlemen are
too loud and clear, but we would recommend to the authorities that they allow the publication
of Hrvatska svijest.”” Not without some surprise, the author of the text in Hrvatski glas states:
“We truly did not know until now that StraZa has the right to think or not think something on
behalf of the authorities!!! But when it is also taken into account that StraZza knows that we
submitted applications for two newspapers, it clearly follows that it is the official organ of
Virovitica County.” It adds that StraZa should then tell the management of Hrvatski list to whom
their premises were intended, from which they were to be evicted within 72 hours.® It appears
that the ban on publishing Hrvatski list included a provision that they must also vacate the
premises within 72 hours!

Don Kerubin Segvi¢ wrote an article for the Zagreb newspaper Hrvat detailing how the
ban on Hrvatski list came about on 30 July 1921. Hrvatski glas reprinted that article on 24
August 1921, but it was censored, with two sections of text missing. Segvi¢ noted that the ban
violated the constitution because, within the first 24 hours after the ban, the state prosecutor's
office was required to “bring the matter to court,” and the court had to issue a ruling within the
next 24 hours. Otherwise, “the ban is considered lifted.” Since this was not done, Hrvatski list
intended to resume publication, but was prevented from doing so. Grand Prefect Bozi¢ had sent
guards to stop it. Several procedural and constitutional violations occurred, which Segvié
explains in detail, but the injustice and material damage to Hrvatski list persisted for a long

6 HR-DAOS-1429, Gradanska tiskara Osijek, "Drustvena pogodba", box 1; VINAJ, Marina; KneZevi¢ KriZié,
Ivana. "Hrvatski list — Osjecki i slavonski zavi€ajnik", Knjiznicarstvo: glasnik Drustva knjiznicara Slavonije,
Baranje i Srijema, 28, 2024, no. 1: 86 (81-92).

7 According to the Catalogue of the National and University Library in Zagreb, Straza was a newspaper of the
Radical Party published in Osijek from 1919 to 1930. URL:
https://katalog.nsk. ht/F/FU4L75PG3U2C3C12H1ALYHASFY CIUTTFPIVXKX7B9TYB6S9ESS-

17654 func=full-set-set&set_number=065167&set_entry=000029&format=999, accessed 23 July 2025.

8 “Zvani¢ni organ velikog 7upana u Osijeku,” Hrvatski glas, 1 (I1), 14 August 1921, no. 2 (175): 1.
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statement, he thereby admits that he violated the constitution with his decision.” It was
emphasized that Minister Pribi¢evi¢ should also face sanctions for this.'?

On 30 September 1921, the Royal State Prosecutor's office in Osijek banned the
“publication and distribution” of Hrvatski glas on the grounds that it allegedly incited tribal
discord. This was the second confiscation of Hrvatski glas. The Royal Court Table in Osijek
confirmed that decision.'”® The disputed article was “Izmedu Hrvata i Srba nesmije biti
sporazumljivanja” [There Must Be No Agreement Between Croats and Serbs]. The same issue
published an article entitled “Kr. drzavno odvjetnis§tvo i plemenski razdor” [Royal State
Prosecutor's Office and Tribal Discord], explaining that the incriminated article does not incite
tribal discord, but rather objectively criticizes the party and political delusions arising under the
“radical-democratic coalition regime.” They concluded that these criticisms were made in an
effort to correct certain political mistakes, not to worsen them. '

A memorial evening of Osijek Croats to mark the third anniversary of “the day of our
liberation,” 29 October 1918, was scheduled for 29 October 1921 in the cinema hall Royal.
However, the celebration did not take place “because Serbian Radicals brought a large crowd
of peasants from the Osijek area with clubs and weapons before the memorial evening began.”
The police refused to remove that group, so the city authorities, led by Mayor Vjekoslav Hengl,
and leaders of various singing and cultural societies decided to postpone the memorial evening
and the planned entertainment. The author of the text noted that he had learned from reliable
sources that the club-wielders intended to attack Mr Papratovi¢'s apartment, the editorial
office of Hrvatski glas, and the Civic Printing House.'

On 3 November 1921, the Royal Court Table in Osijek, at the proposal of the Royal
State Prosecutor's Office, issued a decision banning the publication and distribution of Hrvatski
glas from that date. The reason given was part of the article “Odgoj hrvatskog 1 odgoj srpskog
seljaka” [The Upbringing of the Croatian Peasant and the Upbringing of the Serbian Peasant].'®

The persecution of the Croatian press began with the suspension of Hrvatski list and the
order to evict its management. The continuation of this was the persecution of Hrvatski glas.
The editorial board of Hrvatski glas stated that the reasons given in the ban decision did not
hold, as they had only presented facts that the “so-called Serbian gentlemen” were misleading
and exploiting Serbian peasants, which does not mean “sowing hatred against the tribe,” i.e.,
the entire Serbian people.!’

On 8 November 1921, Hrvatski glas was confiscated again, the reason being critical
writing about the work of the Belgrade assembly. The same criticism of the assembly's work
was made by the Belgrade press, but it was not sanctioned. The author of the text concluded:
“Whatever you do, you will not divert us from the path and position we have taken. You
are sorely mistaken if you expect us to yield. (...) We are convinced that the time will come
when those who persecute us today and do not allow us to say what burns our hearts will
bitterly repent.”!® These words seem prophetic from today's perspective. Regarding the
mentioned confiscation, the editorial board of Hrvatski glas reported that it was their fourth
confiscation in a relatively short time, confirmed by the Court Table in Osijek."

Hrvatski glas from 13 December 1921 was also confiscated, with the explanation that
“it incites hatred against the state as a whole.”* Hrvatski glas from 16 December 1921

12 “Protiv obustave »Hrvatskog Lista«,” Hrvatski glas, 1 (2), 10 September 1921, no. 23 (196): 1-2.

13 “Druga zaplijena »Hrvatskog Glasa«,” Hrvatski glas, 2, 1 October 1921, no. 41 (214): 1.

1 <Kr. drzavno odvjetnistvo i plemenski razdor,” Hrvatski glas, 2, 1 October 1921, no. 41 (214): 1.

15 “Spomenveder i komers osje¢kih Hrvata osujeéen,” Hrvatski glas, 2, 30 October 1921, no. 66 (239): 3.
16 “Ponovna zabrana »Hrvatskog Glasa«,” Hrvatski glas, 2, 4 November 1921, no. 69 (242): 1.

17 “Progoni hrvatske $tampe i ustav,” Hrvatski glas, 2, 4 November 1921, no. 69 (242): 2.

18 “Juceradnja zapljena naleg lista,” Hrvatski glas, 2, 10 November 1921, no. 74 247): 1.

19 «Zapljena naeg lista.,” Hrvatski glas, 2, 10 November 1921, no. 74 (247): 3.

20 “Jugeradnja zaustava »Hrvatskog Glasa«.,” Hrvatski glas, 2, 14 December 1921, no. 103 (276): 1.
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published the decision on that confiscation.?! The same issue of Hrvatski glas published the
State Prosecutor's Office decision on the confiscation of the newspaper from 15 December
1921.2% The court table confirmed that decision, the reason being the article “Sto ih srdi” [What
Angers Them] “because it incites hatred against the state as a whole.”??

“Progoni 'Hrvatskog Glasa"™ [Persecution of Hrvatski glas] is the title of an article on
the front page of Hrvatski glas from 16 December 1921, discussing the very frequent
persecution of the Croatian press, particularly in Osijek. It was noted that the same content was
published by other newspapers throughout the country, including the Osijek newspaper Die
Drau. Clearly, Hrvatski glas (1.e., Hrvatski list) was a special target of the state authorities. It
states that state prosecutor Svetozar Tomi¢ does not judge objectively, nor does the court table.
It concludes: “All this proves that it is not the law, not the constitutional provisions that decide
in the procedure of our state prosecutor, but partisan arbitrariness decides, unquenchable
hatred against us Croats decides, which directs all their actions.”**

The short piece entitled “Svetozar Tomi¢ — policajac” [Svetozar Tomié — policeman],
published in Hrvatski glas on 16 December 1921, is very interesting. It states that on Tuesday,
13 December 1921, in the Lower Town, State Prosecutor Svetozar Tomi¢ was riding the tram
“to attend the liturgy for the patron saint's day of the royal house.” At the stop near the
Regimental Garden, he heard an elderly man calling out “Hrvatski glas.” When Tomi¢ heard
this, he jumped off the tram and aggressively accosted the old man, telling him he must not call
out like that. The old man submissively said he did not know. That conduct of the state
prosecutor scandalized the tram passengers because it was inappropriate, and the state
prosecutor did not even introduce himself to the old man.?’

Kerubin Segvi¢, who was a Member of the National Assembly in Belgrade and
otherwise the chief editor of Hrvatski list, filed an appeal against the decision of the Osijek
Court Table from 17 August 1921 banning the publication of Hrvatski list. On 17 December
1921, a letter arrived from the Osijek Court Table citing the decision of the Royal Ban's Court
in Zagreb from 24 November 1921, which lifted the ban on publishing Hrvatski list.*® That
suspension lasted as long as five months, causing great damage to Hrvatski list, especially that
done by Grand Prefect Bozi¢, who illegally ordered the eviction of Hrvatski list’s premises
within three days, before the court's decision. The Ban's Court among other things, stated: “that
the suspension does not extend to separable parts of the print that can be excluded and
which contain nothing punishable.” Thus, the state prosecutor and the Court Table in Osijek
illegally confiscated entire issues of the newspaper. That was their arbitrariness, and the
management stated that they would seek compensation for material damage and moral
satisfaction.?’

21 «Zapljena od utorka osnazena.,” Hrvatski glas, 2, 16 December 1921, no. 105 (278): 1.

22 “Opet zapljena,” Hrvatski glas, 2, 16 December 1921, no. 105 (278): 1.

23 “Ponovna zaustava »Hrvatskog Glasa« sudbeno osnazena,” Hrvatski glas, 2, 17 December 1921, no. 106 (279):
1.

24 “Progoni »Hrvatskog Glasa«,” Hrvatski glas, 2, 16 December 1921, no. 105 (278): 1.

2 “Progoni »Hrvatskog Glasa«,” Hrvatski glas, 2, 16 December 1921, no. 105 (278): 1.

26 “Obustava »Hrvatskog Lista« — dignuta,” Hrvatski list, 2, 20 December 1921, no. 281: 1.

27 “Ipak pravda pobjeduje,” Hrvatski list, 2, 20 December 1921, no. 281: 1.
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“remnants of the conspiratorial bomb” were on display for inspection, and they soon planned
to exhibit photographs of the damaged parts of the printing premises. They emphasized that
they were continuing their work and that “no crime or violence can or will divert them from
working and fighting for the freedom and unity of the Croatian people.” The article
detailed how the attack was carried out and how the attackers fled. It added that Osijek was left
at the mercy of organized criminals, without appropriate action from the Osijek gendarmerie.
However, the Osijek citizenry was praised for being ready to provide help in various ways.
They criticized the reporting of numerous pro-government newspapers, including the Osijek
Jug, whose claim that members of the Croatian Community carried out the attack they called
shameless. They further concluded: “Orjuna, whose intellectual leader is Svetozar Pribiéevic,
Royal Minister of Internal Affairs, has the task at this election time to destroy all opposition
editorial offices and their printing houses, and moreover, to intimidate and scatter Croatian
voters with revolvers and bombs, and if possible provoke a civil war, which would be a reason
to postpone the elections. And for that, the state authorities support those criminals.” Already
on Saturday, 3 February 1923, two days before the attack, the Novi Sad Vidovdan had written:
“The Novi Sad Orjuna considers it its duty to cure the Yugoslav people of this plague. As the
Osijek Hrvatski list is the most repugnant and most shameless, its fate will be the first to be
sealed. So God wills, so national justice wills, so it must be!” The state authorities neither in
Novi Sad nor in Osijek reacted appropriately to this. They asked whether the police would be
held accountable.*?

In Hrvatski list from 7 February 1923, there was again extensive writing about the attack
on the Civic Printing House and the newspaper. They noted that the investigation by the Osijek
gendarmerie had not yielded any results by then. Similar incidents occurred in Subotica and
Novi Sad. However, that bomb had reverberated “as a signal for even closer and firmer unity
among Slavonian Croats.” They expressed disgust at the reporting of the Osijek Straza, which
claimed that members of Hrvatski list carried out the attack “to awaken their supporters from
lethargic sleep with a bomb.”3*

In the article from 8 February 1923, Hrvatski list tells the Osijek police to drop the mask
because, under all circumstances, the police tried not to find the attackers. They pointed to the
fact that the Novi Sad Vidovdan on 6 February 1923 published that the attack on Hrvatski list
occurred in the evening, while it happened in the morning. Vidovdan also wrote the following
message to the editorial board of Hrvatski list: “If this lesson is not enough for (...) the
nationalists will tear the heads off the traitors to the fatherland!”* Such headlines gave the
police sufficient information to find those responsible for the attack, but as the article states,
“only if there is no other directive and they do not want to find them.”

An eyewitness reported to the editorial board of Hrvarski list who was walking in front
of the building of their editorial office and the Civic Printing House on Monday, 5 February
1923, after 9 a.m., just before the attack itself. The editorial board therefore concluded: “This
shows that the entire fascist gang was precisely informed and notified about the whole
plan — only the poor and innocent police had no idea about it! I will gather more data —
the time will come when this investigation will be conducted by another authority and not
the current Osijek police. — Then the masks will fall!”>®

33 “Eksplozija bombe u tiskari ,,Hrvatskog Lista“. Atentat koji je mogao unistiti nekoliko Zivota. — Na§ se rad
nastavlja...,” Hrvatski list, 4, 6 February 1923, no. 30 (743): 1-2.

3 “Nakon zlo¢inatkog atentata na ,Hrvatski List“. Gdje su krivci? Istraga nije do sada dovela do nikakova
rezultata,” Hrvatski list, 4, 7 February 1923, no. 31 (744): 34.

35 "Masku dolje: Osjecka policijo! Nakon atentata na »Hrvatski List«. Faiste nazivaju svoje djelo: nagim
halucinacijama. — Kako osjeCka policija hvata zlo¢ince? — » Vidovdanov« peh. — Mnijenja stru¢njaka o bombi koju
namijeni$e fasisti »Hrvatskom Listu«," Hrvatski list, 4, 8 February 1923, no. 32 (745): 2.

36 “(ijela osjecka fagisti¢ka banda bila je o napadaju na , Hrvatski List“ to¢no izvjeStena. Policija koja niti §to vidi
niti Sto Cuje,” Hrvatski list, 4, 9 February 1923, no. 33 (746): 3.



17

Slavko Dikli¢, the chief editor of Hrvatski list, wrote an article on 10 February 1923 in
which he states that he receives written notices every day, anonymous or signed, from friends
warning him to be cautious and take care because his life is in danger. He also received
threatening letters. He told such people that he has always believed in the principles he
advocated and that he is not afraid, so they “must either kill him or must not touch him.” He
recounted one telephone conversation in which he was threatened. He learned that the person
who called and threatened him had been in the company a short time earlier with “Grand Prefect
Dr Bozi¢, Mr Zivanovié (the teacher) and Mr Vrga.” Therefore, he held Grand Prefect Bozié
responsible for that threat.®’

Graphic workers organized in the Union of Graphic Workers and Workwomen in the
Kingdom of SHS protested against multiple attacks on various printing houses that printed
newspapers not subservient to the state authorities. They emphasized that “completely innocent
graphic workers” suffer in this way, and workers in the Civic Printing House in Osijek could
have been killed by the bomb thrown into the machine room

In the article “Natpis 'Zivila sloboda $tampe' kaZnjiv. Jedna osuda iz godine 1923.” [The
Slogan 'Long live press freedom' is Punishable. One Sentence from 1923], published in Hrvatski
list on 29 March 1923, it was stated that Hrvatski list from 27 March 1923 had been confiscated.
The management of that newspaper announced this to the public on their street notice board
with the following slogan: “Danasnji broj zaplijenjen. Zivjela sloboda stampe.” [Today's Issue
Confiscated. Long live Press Freedom.] After that, the director of the management, Josip Hartl,
was summoned to Police Chief Tucan. He was informed that he had been fined 300 dinars for
that act, convertible to 6 days in prison if not paid. The sentence was based on paragraph 11 of
the “Imperial Order of 20 April 1854,” known as the Priigelpatent, which translates as the
“patent for thrashing.”’

On 6 April 1923, the Osijek State Prosecutor's Office confiscated Hrvatski list, a
decision confirmed by the court table. The reason was the article by Don Kerubin Segvi¢
entitled “Hrvatska i Srbija kao savez drzava” [Croatia and Serbia as a Federation of States],
specifically several passages from the text.*’

Hrvatski list from 17 July 1923 provided more information about its confiscation. The
Court Table in Osijek confirmed the confiscation of the newspaper from Sunday, 15 July 1923,
ordered by the State Prosecutor. The reason was certain parts of the article “Govor
predsjednika HRSS g. Radiéa na proslavi oslobodenja Bastille” [ Speech by HRSS President
Mr Radi¢ at the Bastille Day Celebration], because it “offends a member of the royal house,
and incites considerable hatred against the state as a whole, as well as tribal discord.”*!

Some Orjuna members took it upon themselves to confiscate Hrvatski list, although
they had no authority to do so. One Orjuna member employed by the company “I. Schwarz i
sin” seized a copy from a Hrvatski list vendor, claiming it was confiscated; this happened “in
the inn ‘Kod jelena’.”*?

On 15 July 1923, when Hrvatski list was confiscated, a newsboy entered an inn in the
Lower Town to offer the newspaper to the guests. There was an Orjuna group led by Kolja
Velendri¢, who took the remaining 4 copies from the boy, telling him that the newspaper was
confiscated. The boy started crying, so Velendri¢ wrote him a note that he had confiscated 4

37 DIKLIC, Slavko, “Nakon atentata na ,Hrvatski List*. Groznje s fiziCkim razraCunavanjem. — Jedan upit na
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3% G. 7., “Grafi¢ko radni§tvo povodom razbojni¢kih napadaja .,Orjunaga® na tiskare. Svaka akcija rada reakcijom,”
Hrvatski list, 4, 13 February 1923, no. 36 (749): 3.

39 “Natpis 'Zivila sloboda tampe' kaznjiv. Jedna osuda iz godine 1923.,” Hrvatski list, 4, 29 March 1923, no. 77
(790): 3.
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copies, but then changed his mind and wrote that he had confiscated 14 copies. The author of
the text in Hrvatski list wonders by what right a person not in the police service may confiscate
newspapers being distibuted. And not only that, but Velendri¢ wanted to harm Hrvatski list by
writing that he had confiscated 14 copies instead of the actual 4, which the boy confirmed. The
author of the text also noted that during a previous confiscation of Hrvatski list in Retfala, the
postmaster had sent municipal gendarmes to seize the confiscated newspaper from private
homes.*

On Friday, 27 July 1923, around 9 p.m., two officers (Major Stankovi¢ and Captain
Markovi¢) came to the editorial office of Hrvatski list. With them were the Deputy Police Chief
Omer Bira, six gendarmes, three detectives, and four policemen. They said they had come by
order of Police Chief Tuc¢an to conduct a search for “carrier pigeons.” The search lasted three
hours. They examined everything, and notably read all manuscripts and incoming letters. They
found nothing suspicious anywhere. The text concluded that the search was not about “carrier
pigeons,” but rather that they wanted insight into their “secrets,” which did not exist, so they
were disappointed.**

Due to parts of the article “Dokle ¢e srpski narod trpjeti radikale?” [How Long Will the
Serbian People Tolerate the Radicals?], published in Hrvatski list from 27 July 1923, that
newspaper was confiscated, a decision confirmed by the Court Table in Osijek.*’

The Osijek State Prosecutor's Office confiscated Hrvatski list from 4 August 1923 due
to parts of the article “Hrvati 1 Srbi” [Croats and Serbs], as well as the articles “Balkanalija”
[Balkan Shenanigans] and “Kako se zagrebacka Spijunska afera izrodila u beogradsku” [How
the Zagreb Spy Affair Degenerated into a Belgrade one]. The Court Table in Osijek confirmed
most of the items listed by the State Prosecutor's Office in its confiscation decision, but lifted
some bans.*

On 6 August 1923, three Orjuna members attacked city councilor B. Sram and Hrvatski
list collaborator Mr Pavisié. Orjuna member Eror, whom Sram recognized as the one who struck
him on the head with a stick and inflicted serious bodily injuries, was surprisingly released
from gendarmerie custody. The investigation was conducted in a way that favored the
attackers, but Sram declared that he would not let the case be forgotten or covered up.*’

On 1 December 1923 in Dakovo, gendarmerie commissioner Ticar, two gendarmes, and
one detective brutally attacked news vendor of Hrvatski list Franjo Bogdan. They tied one of
his hands with a chain and the other with a rope. They stretched the chain and rope in opposite
directions while the commissioner savagely struck him on the neck and face until Bogdan
fell to the ground. Then he knelt on his chest and began to strangle him. Since Bogdan cried
out loudly, many citizens gathered who, by threatening the attackers, managed to make them
stop beating him and enabled him to escape. Note that the same Ti¢ar had imprisoned Bogdan
on 28 November 1923 for calling out “Hrvatski list” and then released him. The management
of Hrvatski list filed a criminal complaint against TiCar and again requested permission for
street sale.*®
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The Royal Ban’s Court in Zagreb confirmed the conclusion of the Court Table in Osijek, which
did not confirm this confiscation. It was highlighted that this is “yet another slap in the face for
Mr Tomié”, and that “the management of »Hrvatski list« will sue him for damages.”>*

The harassment of Hrvatski list was also carried out in various subtle ways. Thus, the
post office in Bosanski Samac often did not send its employee to Slavonski Samac to pick up
the Hrvatski list shipment from the train arriving from Osijek at 9 p.m., and it was then returned
to Osijek.”

Hrvatski list from 26 June 1924 pointed to the inequality of newspapers in the Kingdom
of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes. It supported this by noting that the Split newspaper Hrvatska
rije¢ was confiscated (and suspended) for reprinting several items from Balkan. On the other
hand, Primorski novi list was confiscated and suspended for writing several criticisms of Pasic's
speech in Bijeljina. Those words were carried by Samouprava and “other radical and
independent press, yet no one suffered.” Hrvatski list from 25 June 1924 was confiscated “due
to news that appeared and was not confiscated in Obzor, Zagreber Tagblatt, etc.” Finally, it
was added that 90% of confiscations are annulled by courts, so it can be said that “arbitrariness
of state prosecutors and police” is at work, with hope that the new press law should protect
press freedom and equality *® The court table confirmed the confiscation of Hrvaiski list>’

Subscribers, commissioners, and news vendors of Hrvatski list frequently complained
about irregular delivery of the newspaper. The management of Hrvatski list often complained
to the Osijek post office directorate, but there was no improvement. The problem was therefore
brought to the public with a request to the post office to improve the situation and to inform
readers that the irregularity of delivery comes from the post office, not from the management
of Hrvatski list.>®

The Osijek State Prosecutor's Office confiscated Hrvatski list from 25 July 1925, again
“because these items incite both religious and ethnic discord.” The editorial board concluded
“that the confiscations of our newspaper are nothing but harassment from a sycophant, carried
out to curry favour with his superiors and to cause us damage.”””

The harassment of Hrvatski list continued, particularly by postal offices. The
management received complaints from several places that they were not receiving Hrvatski list
or receiving it with delays. The latest complaint was from Dakovo. They established that
shipments are delivered on time to the station post office in Osijek, but sometimes the
newspapers lie there for up to two days.*

In Slatina, on 26 July 1924 at the train station, district commissioner Nagli¢ from
Slatina, with the help of the municipal superintendent, illegally forced open the postal wagon,
rummaged through all the mail, and seized all copies of Hrvatski list which had been confiscated
that day. The management of Hrvatski list stated that by law, the post office should return
confiscated newspapers to where it received them %!

Some subscribers and sellers of Hrvatski list in Nustar and Vinkovci complained about
irregular delivery, and the management of the newspaper stated that the reason lies with the
postal services.®?
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The Hrvatski list issue from 26 November 1924 was confiscated, with State Prosecutor
Tomi¢ justifying it due to certain items in as many as 5 articles. The newspaper's management
noted that some parts were literally taken from certain Belgrade newspapers that were not
confiscated.®® It was regrettably noted that the court table confirmed this confiscation in full,
except at two points, and the management of Hrvatski list was convinced that it should not have
confirmed the ban on any item %*

After the street sale of Hrvatski list was banned in Osijek from 29 November 1924, the
management announced that the newspaper could be purchased in several shops, kiosks, and
stores in the city: 20 in the Upper Town, 5 in Tvrda, and 3 in the Lower Town.®> However,
besides banning street sale, the police confiscated Hrvatski list from regular newspaper sellers
who sold up to 50 different newspapers. The newspaper's management stated: “This procedure
is therefore a new illegality, which is obviously aimed at preventing the spread of our newspaper
and causing it damage.” Osijek police committed yet another illegality by confiscating a
Hrvatski list 1eaflet that they wanted to distribute for free with a list of places where Hrvatski
list could be bought. In conclusion, the management stated: “»Hrvatski List«, which on every
occasion, even in the worst times, stood firmly and immovably in defense of Croatian
interests, will not now deviate one iota from its position, its efforts, and its struggle, even
if the persecutions continue in even worse form.”

The ban on street sale of Hrvatski list, as well as other Croatian newspapers such as the
Vinkovci Hrvatski branik, continued, this time in Vinkovci. Vinkovci gendarmerie manager
Mr Dimi¢ did this on 28 November 1924. There, not only street sale, but also delivery to regular
subscribers was banned, with the explanation that it could only be done by post. The
management of Hrvatski list stated that such actions “suit the current rulers,” but that “the day
of reckoning will come,” and that those Croats are pitiful who “do not have enough character
and courage to either refuse to carry out an illegal order or to leave their position.”®” Hrvatski
list announced that it would appeal this decision.®®

Besides the street sale ban, the police also prohibited advertising Hrvatski list in Osijek
cinemas. In Subotica, gendarmes beat a Hrvarski list vendor and threatened him that if he
“shouted and sold »Hrvatski List« once more,” he would get so many beatings that he would
“be all bloody,” that they would “imprison him for 14 days,” that he would “have to suffer.”
The street sale ban of Hrvatski list also followed in Slatina and some smaller places.®

The Hrvatski list issue from 5 December 1924 was banned from “publication and
distribution.” The reason given was the article “Posljednja opomena” [Final Warning] in its
entirety because it “incites ethnic discord.” The unsigned author of the article stated that this
“article was reprinted word for word from the Belgrade Novosti,” where it was not banned! The
article further stated that in Koska, Tomo Kovacevi¢, who was the president of the “Pribicevic's
Democratic Party” there, “took all the newspapers from the Hrvatski list seller and burned
them, because such newspapers must not be read in Koska.” Municipal authorities in Koska
also banned sellers from continuing to sell Hrvatski list. However, when this became known,
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10 people immediately subscribed to Hrvatski list. After the street sale ban in Vinkovci, it was
the same — 103 new subscribers signed up.”’ The previously described ban by the State
Prosecutor in Osijek was confirmed by the Osijek Court Table, although the Zagreb Hrvat
published the identical article after the Belgrade Novosti, and those newspapers were not
confiscated.”!

The Hrvatski list of 7 December 1924 reported that the Zagreb Hrvat from 5 December
1924 had arrived in Osijek, containing the article for which Hrvatski list from 5 December 1924
was banned, while Hrvat and the original Belgrade Novosti were not confiscated. This was
labeled as “arbitrariness of the State Prosecutor in Osijek.””?

Sellers of Hrvatski list in NaSice, Fericanci, and Gradiste reported that street sale was
also banned for them. The report ended optimistically: “Do¢i ¢e sunce 1 pred nasa vrata!” [The
sun will come before our doors!].”

After the street sale bans in Osijek and Vinkovci, Hrvatski list filed appeals to higher
instances and sent copies to several ministers, requesting expedition and a just decision. Among
them was Minister without Portfolio Dr Mate Drinkovi¢ from the Croatian ranks. However, he
publicly wondered why Hrvatski list was appealing to him while allegedly “scolding him ‘on
dog's carts’.” The unsigned author concluded that “in cases of violated press freedom, one must
intervene regardless of who asks and who is harmed, even a political opponent.””*

Street sale of Hrvatski list was banned in almost all places in the Osijek district by 12
December 1924, with the latest bans in Pakovo and Bjelovar. Readers were encouraged to
subscribe to the newspaper, with hope that the situation would change after the upcoming
elections.”” “For the entire area of the Dakovo district prefecture,” this was done on 9 December
1924, Furthermore, on 13 December 1924, street sale and “house-to-house delivery” of
Hrvatski list was banned in the Garesnica district. Similarly, on 18 December 1924, street sale
of Hrvatski list was banned in Virovitica, and vendors Jure and Pavo gegota were arrested, with
Jure released at 7 p.m. and Pavo held in prison. On the same day, 18 December 1924, hawking
was banned in Daruvar as well.”®

The district prefect in Donji Miholjac on 6 December 1924 decided to ban street sale of
Hrvatski list in the Donji Miholjac district “because with its writing it fans ethnic hatred and
threatens public order and peace.” Similarly, the head of the gendarmerie commission in
Bjelovar on 9 December 1924 banned street sale of Hrvatski list because it “fans ethnic hatred
and in general writes provocatively and anti-state.”””

In Pozega and Pleternica on 20 December 1924, street sale of Hrvatski list was banned.
It was also noted that Huzjak in Virovitica “imprisoned not only our news vendors but also
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several children,” and in Daruvar authorities did not allow distribution of newspapers to
subscribers.”®

Zapljena ,Hrvatskog Lista“, SAMOVOLJA DRZ. ODVJETNIKA U OSILJEKU.
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Figure 8. Facsimiles of titles of some articles relating to the persecution of Hrvatski list 1924-02

Persecution of Hrvatski list in 1925

As part of implementing the Obznana against the HRSS in Osijek, on 2 January 1925 at
9 p.m., “Royal Government Commissioner Biro, accompanied by a strong gendarmerie guard,”
arrived at the Hrvatski list editorial office with an order from Osijek gendarmerie chief Tucan
to conduct a “thorough search, as there is well-founded suspicion that Hrvatski list, considered
here not only the mouthpiece of the Croatian Community but also the HRSS, holds items in its
premises that are HRSS property.” Based on this order, the Hrvatski list editorial and
management, as well as the Civic Printing House, were blocked, and a search was conducted,
but nothing suspicious was found.”
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Hrvatski list taced persecution in Petrijevci as well. On 3 January 1925, the municipal
gendarme, on the order of municipal commissioner Skari¢, confiscated 36 copies of Hrvatski
list from Josefina Kraus's shop and banned her from further selling it under threat of arrest. At
the same time, he arrested her son Artur and took him to the commissioner. On the way, he
struck him three times in the neck with his fist and threw Kraus's daughter-in-law into the ditch.
The commissioner questioned Artur and released him, threatening that he must not sell Hrvatski
list in his shop or he would be arrested

The Royal District Authority in Ilok banned street sale of Hrvatski list on 5 January
1925 ® In Bizovac, the newly appointed commissioner, former communist Bogdanovi¢, seized
all copies of Hrvatski list on 8 January 1925 and banned its sale.®? The new commissioner in
Koprivnica banned sales of Hrvatski list in kiosks and bookstores from 10 January 1925.%

The Hrvatski list issue of Sunday, 11 January 1925, was confiscated. The editorial board
considered the confiscation unjustified, seeing it as persecution of Hrvatski list “which is a
thorn in the eye of the rulers.” The Royal Court Table in Osijek promptly confirmed it, leading
to the conclusion that the court confirms everything the State Prosecutor finds “dangerous to
the state.”®* Subscribers in Sveti Purad began receiving Hrvatski list late from 13 January 1925
because it was held at the municipality, labelled as “HRSS supporters.”®’

In a management note on 13 January 1925, it was stated that they had three special
editions on 12 January 1925. Two were related to current political events, and the third due to
confiscation of Hrvatski list. They therefore omitted the confiscated items and printed a special
edition.®

The distribution of Hrvatski list in Cepin, Virje, and Purdevac was banned from 16
January 1925. The anonymous author of the text noted that, although the distribution of
Hrvatski list had been prohibited everywhere it existed, readers in these towns began
subscribing to the newspaper. In doing so, they showed that they would not give up reading the
paper, despite the authorities’ intentions.®’

After the Osijek street sale ban, the management informed readers they could obtain the
newspaper at 23 addresses in the Upper Town, 5 in Tvrda, and 3 in the Lower Town.®® The
same text appeared in Hrvatski list on 7 February 1925.

On 20 January 1925, Hrvatski list was confiscated by the Osijek Royal State
Prosecutor’s office because certain “items incite tribal discord” and indirectly urge citizens to
violently change the law. Regarding the first seized item, it was noted that it had been
reproduced from the Belgrade newspaper Demokratija, and the Editorial Board asked, “How is
it that these few lines are so dangerous in Osijek, but not in Belgrade?” ¥ Nevertheless, the
Osijek Court Table annulled most of the indicated confiscation, which the Editorial Board
praised, though some items remained seized. The Editorial Board commented that this measure
was taken so that compensation could not be claimed from the State Prosecutor’s office, since
the harm to Hrvatski list was caused by its own decision. *°
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The Journalists' Association Management Board meeting on 23 January 1925 in Zagreb
discussed Hrvatski list's complaint about police harassment. It was decided to discuss it at the
extraordinary Main Assembly on 2 February 19251

Hrvatski list was confiscated in Osijek on 23 January 1925, fully confirmed by the court
table. The reason was the front-page article “Falzifikatori” [Forgers] because it allegedly
“incites hatred against the state as a whole.””?

The confiscation of 25 January 1925 was also confirmed by the Osijek Court Table. On
27 January 1925, the editorial board clarified that the words for which confiscation occurred
were spoken by, interestingly, a “prominent radical.””?

In Zdenci on 26 January 1925, a Hrvatski list subscriber went to the commissioner to
get his copy. The commissioner verbally attacked and cursed him but received one, then
another “hot slap,” which sent him stumbling back, while the subscriber took his copy of
Hrvatski list. The republican correspondent asked “who authorized this youth to censor and
confiscate a newspaper that has already passed harsh state censorship?”**

The confiscation decision for 30 January 1925 was delivered to management only at 4
p.m. to prevent a second edition. All confiscated news appeared in Zagreb and Belgrade
newspapers without confiscation there. It was concluded they wanted to financially destroy
Hrvaiski list > The court table partially confirmed this confiscation.”®

Lazi¢, district head in Vinkovci, on 2 February 1925 orally ordered municipal clerks to
instruct postmen not to deliver Hrvatski list to addressees. Only after the Croatian Reading
Room formally protested to the post office and threatened lawsuit were all withheld copies
delivered.’’

In Cepinski Martinci on 29 January 1925, Slavko Blazevié and two neighbours were
reading Hrvatski list outside. Suddenly two rifle bullets hit the wall below the window,
followed by the shout: “There they are! Strike!” Attackers broke the gate, rushed the house door
yelling “Open up and give what you were reading!” Blazevic¢'s wife threw the newspapers out
the window and saw about thirty “regime thugs led by Nikola Brki¢ and Stevo Sekuli¢” in the
yard.”®

On the second anniversary of the attack on Hrvatski list and Civic Printing House, an
article described the attack but noted no one was held responsible. Authorities actually rewarded
the attackers as they “became municipal commissioners, now attacking electoral freedom and
citizens' freedom.” The unsigned author concluded: “Hrvatski List endured attacks,
suspensions, confiscations, hawking bans, and developed so much that today by reach and
popularity it is among the top newspapers in the state.” An illustration of the 5 February 1923
attack was published (Figure 9).”
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scandals even in the darkest days of the foreign Austro-Hungarian government.” It was
emphasized that in enlightened states the procedure is exactly the opposite, meaning that during
election times the number of officials is increased, “traffic services operate continuously with
all possible facilitations, especially for newspapers and the public, so that reports arrive as
quickly as possible and so that they learn about major public events as soon as possible. How
much obscurantism, savagery, and banditry must there be in those who, at such times, deny
the general public, millions of people, an elementary cultural right to learn the truth as
accurately and as quickly as possible.”!%?

Girls from Petrijevci who were taking milk to sell in Osijek, returning home by train,
found the Hrvatski list at the station and read it on the train. The gendarme who was on the train
handed them over to two gendarmes at the station. They imprisoned the girl who was holding
the Hrvatski list in her hand. Her father got her out, but he had to pledge that he would vote for
the Radicals, which was only to get her out of custody.!*?

During the dispersal of the crowd in front of the Hrvatski list editorial office on 9
February 1925, the police arrested Gustav Veseli¢, brother of the murdered Stjepan Veselic.
Two workers who were standing next to Veseli¢ protested because there was no reason for the
arrest, and then the police arrested them too. They beat all three at the police station and then
released them. '

Authorities continued to persecute Hrvatski list even on election day, 8 February 1925,
as it was confiscated. The reason was that articles were published containing a serious violation
of public morals, namely inciting tribal hatred, as well as hatred against the state as a whole.
The court abolished the confiscation of two items, but confirmed it for the third item. On
election day, “the Vukovar satraps also banned the distribution” of Hrvatski list.1*°

Radical newspapers, “the Cyrillic StraZa and the German Die Drau, which had not been
distributed until then,” were freely distributed in Osijek on 9 February 1925. However, when
the Hrvatski list distributors began their work, they were immediately arrested and mistreated.
Thus, the police arrested Ivan Basi¢, a 54-year-old man incapable of heavy labour, and his son
Mijo Basi¢, “took away their money and newspapers, and in the building of the police
commissariat beat them half to death with rifle butts.” The doctor diagnosed the elder Basi¢
with two broken ribs and an injury to his left arm.1°¢ The Hrvaiski list distributor in the Lower
Town of Osijek, Ivan Beljan, Sr., was also arrested on 9 February 1925 and detained.'"’

Kamilo Krvari¢, the manager of Hrvatski list, was arrested on 9 February 1925 because
he refused to remove the advertising board from the building housing Hrvatski list without a
written order. He was held in custody for three hours, after which the police chief sentenced
him to three days in prison and released him, and Krvari¢ filed a complaint with the grand
prefect.!0®

Osijek police, citing a law passed 50 years earlier in the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy,
ordered the post office on 12 February 1925 to suspend “all dispatch of Hrvatski list until further
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‘freedom,’ etc. of today's regime, which appoints criminal, degenerate, and irresponsible types
and rabble to responsible positions.”!!!

In NasSice, on 11 February 1925, all copies of Hrvatski list were confiscated at the train
station and taken to the post office. It was reported that the ban was lifted at noon, and
subscribers in NaSice received the newspaper, but it was questionable when surrounding
villages would get it.!1?

The distribution of Hrvatski list was banned again on 13 February 1925, while the
radical newspaper Straza was freely distributed. This “forced” citizens to buy Straza, but most
citizens did not fall for it.!"3

On Friday, 13 February 1925, by order of the Osijek police authority, the publication of
Hrvatski list was suspended, which the Osijek Court Table confirmed. Therefore, starting from
17 February 1925, Hrvatski glas began to be published, also as the organ of the Croatian
Community. Otherwise, Hrvatski glas had previously appeared from 13 August 1921 to 18
December 1921 after Hrvatski list was banned, after which Hrvatski list resumed publication
until it was banned again.!'*

The second ban on publishing Hrvatski list followed on 13 February 1925, and the
decision of the Osijek police authority was received by “the editorial office, management of H.
L., and the Civic Printing House” that day at 4 p.m. The reason was that this printed matter “by
its articles incites hatred against the state as a whole and tribal discord, and indirectly calls on
citizens to change the Constitution and state laws by force, for which it has been stopped many
times by the Royal State Prosecutor's Office, all of whose stops have been confirmed by the
competent court.” The Royal Court Table in Osijek confirmed this decision on 14 February
1925.

The Society for the Publication of Hrvatski list informed all its subscribers about this by
a special letter on 14 February 1925. However, the Osijek police confiscated all these letters
from Osijek deliverers and at the post office, returning them only after intervention by the
Society for the Publication of H. L., so these notices were distributed only on 15 February 1925.
A complaint against the above court decision was filed with the Royal Ban's Court in Zagreb,
by a decision of 24 November 1921, abolished the ban on the publication of Hrvatski list.''>

After the attack on the Civic Printing House and the editorial office of Hrvatski list on
5 February 1923, the Osijek police authority issued permits to carry weapons, specifically for
10 revolvers for the printing house and editorial staff. However, on 13 February 1925, the Royal
Police Commissariat for the city of Osijek refused to extend the permits for carrying this
weapon and ordered it to be returned to the police.''®

Hrvatski glas on 17 February 1925 explained the circumstances that led to the
resumption of its publication. It was noted that Hrvatski glas had been temporarily suspended
in 1921. Since Hrvatski list was again suspended on 13 February 1925, the Committee of Osijek
Croats established a new Croatian publishing society and notified the Royal State Prosecutor's
Office and police that they would begin publishing a new daily, Hrvatska Zora, as a non-party
organ, on 15 February 1925. However, the Osijek police authority did not issue any decision
on this notification, so publication of that newspaper could not begin. Therefore, Hrvatski glas,
which had been permitted in 1921, resumed publication on 17 February 1925.117
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The Royal Ban's Court in Zagreb, by a decision of 3 February 1925, abolished the
ban on the publication of Hrvatski list. The Royal Ban's Court thus clearly and unequivocally
established that Hrvatski list had been illegally suspended because, under existing press laws
and the Constitution, a ban cannot be imposed on a periodical that has not yet been published
and whose content is still unknown; only individual published issues can be stopped, and only
due to content for which a ban is constitutionally permissible. The editorial office therefore
wrote the following with enthusiasm: “HONOUR TO THE BAN'S COURT! THERE IS
STILL JUSTICE AND LAW IN CROATIA! (...) It is the merit of the Royal Ban's Court
that the authority of law and justice has been restored, and our concern will be to ensure that
such cases of obvious violence and abuse of executive power do not recur. In this fierce
struggle, with immense sacrifices, we persisted and completed it with complete success. No
measures have broken us, nor will they break us, not even the worst ones against law and justice.
They cannot and will not, because in such a struggle for the rights and interests of the Croatian
people, our strongest strength comes from the pure conviction that we are on the right path, and
our greatest support is provided by so many thousands of conscious Croats who are increasingly
gathering around Hrvatski list. Let us not give in! Let us defend ourselves! Let us not yield
anywhere! Let us work together! Right is stronger than injustice!”!'® The Society for the
Publication of Hrvatski list received the decision of the Royal Ban's Court from Zagreb on 4
March 1925, which abolished the ban on the publication of Hrvatski list."'* Hrvatski list was
suspended on 13 February 1925, and this suspension lasted a full 19 days, as it resumed
publication on 5 March 192512

After consent was requested for the publication of Hrvatska Zora on 13 February 1925
and after the first issue of Hrvatski glas came out of print on 17 February 1925, the Osijek
police banned the continued publication of Hrvatski glas and also refused and banned the
publication of Hrvatska Zora. The following was stated in an editorial article: “The Osijek
Royal Police Commissariat, in the matter of banning the publication of Hrvatski Glas and
Hrvatska Zora, took the position that these newspapers should be considered a continuation of
the banned Hrvatski List, so if these newspapers were published, it would circumvent the police
and judicial ban on Hrvatski List. The police authority therefore holds that not only has Hrvatski
List lost the right to publish, as it was confiscated several times, but that this newspaper must
perish without continuation and without successors. The police authority has thus extended
the ban on Hrvatski List to its editorial office and management, to the printing house, to its
founders or publishers, and to the entire party, i.e., the Croatian Community in Osijek, as if
they too, with the ban on the publication of Hrvatski List, have completely lost the ability
and right to publish Croatian newspapers, under any name and direction.”!?!

At the extraordinary general assembly of the Zagreb section of the journalists'
association in Zagreb, the chief editor of Hrvatski list, Ivan Brki¢, “delivered a report on the
persecutions of the same newspaper in Osijek, and the chief editor of Susacki list on the
persecutions of the same newspaper in Sugak.”!1??

The watchman of Hrvatski list, Marjanovi¢, noticed a man's silhouette on the roof of the
building on the evening of 12 February 1925 and fired three shots in that direction. The
silhouette disappeared, and the next day they found several broken roof tiles. Notably, the
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company had its weapons confiscated that same day.'”® This was evidently an attempted
attack on the Hrvatski list printing house.

The 19-day ban on Hrvatski list caused great satisfaction among the public upon its
resumption. One shop assistant decided to pay the subscription for Hrvatski list in advance for
six months because of its return.!**

In an article titled “Kako kr. sudbeni stol u Osijeku prosuduje redarstvene zabrane
tiskopisa” [How the Royal Court Table in Osijek Rules on Police Bans of Printed Matter, ]
published in Hrvatski list on 8 March 1925, the court's handling of police bans against that
newspaper and Hrvatski glas, issued by the same editorial office, as well as Hrvatska Zora, for
which they had sought permission to publish, is analysed. Four police bans sent to the State
Prosecutor's Office in Osijek were described; it did not forward them to the court table within
the legal 24-hour period, so the court neither confirmed nor rejected them. The Hrvatski list
editorial office therefore requested on 22 February 1925 that the court table issue executive
certificates stating that these bans should be considered annulled. On 6 March 1925, they
received “four decisions worded exactly the same.” These decisions stated that the Royal State
Prosecutor's Office was not obliged to forward them to the court “because this is not a matter
of banning publication or distribution of printed matter but a procedure under § 8 of the press
law.” The article's author considers these decisions illegal, comparing them to certain court
decisions in similar proceedings and citing constitutional provisions. The publishers of Hrvarski
list, 1.e., Hrvatski glas and Hrvatska Zora, therefore filed “four COMPLAINTS with the
Royal Ban's Court.”'?

The authorities of the Kingdom of SHS found various ways to persecute the Croatian
press. Thus, on 11 March 1925, the police came to the editorial office of Hrvarski list and
demanded the manuscript of the article “Zajednica hrvatskih sudaca brani loSe suce” [The
Association of Croatian Judges Defends Bad Judges]. The editorial office was horrified by this
procedure and distanced itself from such rummaging and police arbitrariness, as it hindered
their work and caused great damage. They requested that all free press rise against such actions
that the police could carry out daily. They stated that no justified reason for the search is visible
in the warrant, as no possible high treason, espionage, etc., are mentioned. If this continued, it
would lead to the suppression of the fundamental function and freedom of the press, as well as
the personal freedom of journalists and newspaper contributors. According to the editorial
office, this would reduce them “to the level of African savages.” They warned the authorities
that they were mistaken if they thought they could intimidate and subdue the press.!?® The
Administrative Board of the Yugoslav Journalists' Association considered on 12 March 1925
the complaint from the Hrvatski list editorial office regarding the police search that demanded
the manuscript of the article “Zajednica hrvatskih sudaca brani loSe suce”. It was decided to
hand over this complaint to the executive board so that all Zagreb newspapers would address
this case.'?’” On 12 March 1925, the Osijek police summoned “four compositors and a
typesetter” from the Civic Printing House for questioning related to finding the author of the
article “Zajednica hrvatskih sudaca brani loSe suce”. They learned nothing, and the editorial
office received information that the police would summon readers for questioning, as they
believed they should also know who wrote the article.'?®
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The management of Hrvatski list received daily complaints about the authorities' actions
toward subscribers to that newspaper. Some were afraid to send money by post and reported
that they would deliver it in person. It was particularly problematic in Baranja, where Hrvatski
list had not been received since 2 February 1925 because the authorities were holding it,
threatening prison, etc.!®

Issue no. 18 March 1924 of Hrvatski list was confiscated on the grounds that it incited
hatred “against the state as a whole, and sowing of tribal discord.” The same items in Zagreb
press were not confiscated. The court table partially confirmed the confiscation, but the editorial
office was most disturbed by the fact that different rules applied to some other newspapers than
to Hrvatski list.*>

The Society for the Publication of Hrvatski list filed a complaint on 1 December 1924
against the decision of the Royal Police Commissariat for the city of Osijek of 27 November
1924 banning the distribution of that newspaper in Osijek. Only after a full four months,
specifically on 2 April 1925, did the regional Grand Prefect Ante Perkovi¢ decide on the
complaint, confirming the attacked decision in its entirety. The management stated that this was
unconstitutional because the constitution states the following: “The press is free. No preventive
measure can be established that prevents the publication, sale, and distribution of writings and
newspapers.” 3!

The management of Hrvatski list sent a complaint to the Royal Directorate of Posts and
Telegraphs in Zagreb because they were receiving notifications from various sides about the
irregular postal delivery of Hrvatski list.'>*

Another confiscation of Hrvatski list occurred, according to the State Prosecutor's Office
in Osijek, for the issue of 7 May 1925 due to the article titled “Beogradski konspiratori”
[Belgrade Conspirators]. The Hrvatski list editorial office added that they were sorry the
confiscation occurred due to an article written by a “respected Serbian politician and historian”
and that “suspicion fell on it ‘of inciting hatred against the state as a whole’.”!¥

In the article titled “Progon »Hrvatskog Lista« pred sudom” [Persecution of Hrvatski
list Before the Court], the management of Hrvatski list stated that the Osijek police had, up to
June 1925, illegally taken away the distribution of Hrvatski list; suspended its publication;
removed the advertising board from the management; fined and imprisoned the manager
of Hrvatski list; conducted various searches; disarmed the entire editorial office and
printing house staff; forcibly suppressed the publication of Hrvatski glas and Hrvatska
Zora; and carried out a series of newspaper confiscations as well as the arrest and
mistreatment of Hrvatski list distributors. It was noted that this was not enough for the police,
as a complaint was filed against Dr Franjo Papratovié as the chairman of the Society for the
Publication of Hrvatski list, against the then responsible editor Ivan Brkié, and against the
manager of the Civic Printing House Ltd., Gavra Szenci, “for various press offenses.” The
hearing before the Royal Municipal Court in Osijek began on 20 June 1925 against Franjo
Papratovi¢ and Gavra Szenci for offenses under articles 7 and 15 of the press law because on
20 February 1925 they printed and mailed under envelope to all Hrvatski list subscribers a letter
informing them why Hrvatski list, Hrvatski glas, and Hrvatska Zora had been suspended and
what had been done to lift these bans. The Osijek police authority considered that the publisher
and printer “should also have submitted a copy of this letter to the police and the state
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prosecutor's office, and since this was omitted, it is prosecuting them and seeking
punishment.” The accused defended themselves by stating that such letters are not required to
be submitted to the police and State Prosecutor's Office because they are not printed matter, but
business notices. The court accepted this and acquitted them under article 7 of the press law.
Under another indictment, Franjo Papratovié, Ivan Brki¢, and Gavro Szenci were prosecuted
under articles 8 and 9 of the press law because on 17 February 1925 they continued the
publication of Hrvatski glas, “which on 19 December 1921 had been temporarily suspended by
the publishers with reservation that they would resume its publication later. The police and
State Prosecutor's Office received notification of this.” The accused presented evidence to
the court and stated “that under the law they did not need to seek any new permits nor wait 8
days for them, but that they were entitled to resume publication of the properly registered
Hrvatski glas.” However, the police forcibly stopped Hrvatski glas on the morning of 17
February 1925, “and only afterward delivered the decision banning its continued
publication” to the publishers and printer. The court postponed this hearing due to the need to
obtain all documents from the police and State Prosecutor's Office.!**

In Pozega on 8 July 1925, Hrvatski list vendor Emil Novak was arrested and sentenced
by the police authority to 14 days in prison. The reason given was alleged insult to Minister
Pribicevi¢ and resistance to police organs. It was added that “anyone who knows old Novak
cannot believe it. It must be a denunciation and persecution of Hrv. List.”'*

The Osijek county office on 21 July 1925 lifted the ban on the distribution of Hrvarski
list "which the police authority had banned 8 months earlier."'*

After the distribution of Hrvatski list had been banned several times, those newspapers
reported on 28 July 1925 that the grand prefect of the Osijek region had lifted that ban on 21
July 192517

The persecution of Hrvatski list did not exist only in Osijek but also in other places. This
was also the case in Dubrovnik, where the management of that newspaper sent a man to
distribute Hrvatski list. However, this was forbidden to him, and that ban was lifted, but
according to information in Hrvatski list of 19 August 1925, the Dubrovnik grand prefect had
still not given permission for distribution. At the same time, Vecernja posta and Hrvatska rije¢
were freely distributed.!3®

“I lo$ zakon krse na gore” [Even Bad Laws Are Broken Worse] is the title of an article
in Hrvatski list of 22 August 1925. The unsigned author writes that under the new press law no
special permit is needed for distribution, but police authorities are creating problems for
Hrvatski list distributors. They should namely issue a confirmation immediately after receiving
the application, but they do not do so; instead, they create obstacles and ban the sale of Hrvatski
list in some places.!®

Hrvatski list distributor Josip Matisi¢ was arrested on 26 August 1925 in Zupanijska
Street in Osijek around 7 a.m. because he did not have the distribution permit with him; he had
accidentally left it at home. The policeman poked him with a baton on the way to the police
station and in the guardhouse itself. He was in custody until 10 a.m., when it was established
that Mati$i¢ had the permit. A complaint was filed against the policeman who beat Matigi¢.'*

Even after the so-called “R-R government — the Radi¢-Radical government” was
established on 18 July 1925, a kind of persecution of the Croatian press continued. It was stated

134 Progon »Hrvatskog Lista« pred sudom., Hrvatski list, 6, 21 June 1925, no. 131 (1548): 6.

135 Uhapsenje prodavata »Hrv. Lista« u PoZegi. Presuden na 14 dana zatvora.“, Hrvatski list, 6, 23 July 1925, no.
157 (1574): 5.

136 Dignuta zabrana kolportaZze »Hrvatskog lista«., Hrvatski list, 6, 10 July 1925, no. 146 (1563): 5.

137 Slobodna kolportaza »Hrvatskog lista«™, Hrvatski list, 6, 28 July 1925, no. 161 (1578): 5.

138 Zabrana kolportaZze »Hrvatskog lista« u Dubrovniku.*, Hrvatski list, 6, 19 August 1925, no. 179 (1596): 5.
139 1108 zakon kr§e na gore.“, Hrvatski list, 6, 22 August 1925, no. 182 (1599): 5.
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36

Persecutions of other press from 1921 to 1925
according to Hrvatski list

Persecutions of other press in 1921

The Subotica Neven noted that they were not free to write what was printed in Belgrade
and Zagreb newspapers. Their grand prefect had namely censored some texts that were allowed
in other newspapers, so they stated they would seek satisfaction from the authorities in
Belgrade. However, the unsigned author of the text in Hrvatski list sceptically noted that they
were mistaken in hoping for justice from Belgrade, since those injustices come from
Belgrade.!®?

Zagreb newspapers Jutarnji list and Hrvat were confiscated in their entirety on 19 July
1921. The reason was an article in Jutarnji list titled “Hrvatsko glediste” [The Croatian
Viewpoint], which reprinted an interview with one of the most prominent Croatian politicians
whose name was not given. The confiscation was carried out “due to one drastic statement about
the Croats' struggle for their individuality in this state.” Hrvat reprinted the same article and
was also confiscated. '

In Zagreb on 22 July 1921, after the blessing of Minister Draskovié's body!*,
demonstrations were held. It was reported that a “group of Dalmatians, some Slovenian railway
workers, and a group of Bosnian radical students gathered to demonstrate in Zagreb.” They
went through Zagreb streets with shouts against communists and separatists, and the cry “Down
with Croats!” was often heard. They demolished the doors and windows of the Hrvat building,
with estimated damage of 10,000 crowns. They took the entire confiscated print run of Hrvat
from officials and burned it on Jela¢i¢ Square with a Croatian flag. It was added that the Serbian
Radicals shouted: “Damn their Sokac mothers, they'll remember what Serbs are like!” They
wanted to demolish Jutarnji list too, but the police prevented them. They stole a gold snuftbox
worth 12,000 crowns from a restaurant.!*

Wherever press with a Croatian affiliation appeared, it was attacked in the Kingdom of
SHS. Thus, in Split on 11 August 1921, the editor of Hrvatska rijec, Mr Slavko Rudo Bacini¢,
was ambushed and attacked. When the police arrived, the attackers fled, and no one was
arrested. '’

Hrvatski glas of 17 August 1921 published a letter from Subotica stating that Subotica
residents felt a void after Hrvatski list was suspended but joyfully accepted its successor
Hrvatski glas. The correspondent added that newspaper copies of the “Budapest newspaper A
Nap, organ of the Hungarian Catholic party,” were confiscated in Subotica. The reason given
was its tendentious writing about conditions in Vojvodina. According to the article, this
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Hungarian newspaper wrote to the Baranja Croats (Bunjevci and Sokci) the same as the Novi
Sad Great Serbian newspapers, namely that the Baranja Croats remained faithful to their
Hungarian homeland. They drew data from the democratic Narod and radical Bacvanin, as well
as Belgrade's Balkan and Novosti. The article also noted that many Bunjevci and Sokci from
the so-called Backa Triangle had moved to Vojvodina because the press stated that this
occupied Hungarian area would be abandoned. They were relieved by Pribi¢evic's statement
that the so-called Backa Triangle would not be abandoned for the time being.'*®

Constitutional expert Laza Markovi¢ gave an interview to the Mitrovica newspaper
Srbija regarding the ban on Hrvatski list. He said, among other things, that Hrvatski list was
banned “by ministerial order on 2 August. Only after drawing Mr Pribicevi¢'s attention in a
cabinet meeting that the court must decide on every ban did he subsequently order in Osijek: to
seek old issues of the mentioned newspaper and then refer the matter to the court
retrospectively. This procedure violated the constitution once again, as it clearly stipulates: that
the executive authority must refer every newspaper ban to the court within 24 hours, and the
court must decide within another 24 hours.”'* Hrvatski glas of 6 September 1921 supported L.
Markovi¢'s views by quoting part of his words: “This issue is not clarified, and because the
Osijek court approved the ban on Hrvatski list, I have received an interpretation of article
138 of the constitution that cannot hold. The same with Slobodni ¢ujmo, whose ban was
confirmed by the Zagreb Court Table, and with the Belgrade Republika.”*>°

The Mitrovica Srbija, “which had decisively taken a stand immediately against
Pribicevi¢'s trampling of the constitution by suspending Hrvatski list and other Croatian
newspapers,” wrote on 7 September 1925: “... the ban on the Osijek Hrvatski list, the
Varazdin Slobodni Gradanin, and the Zagreb Novi Cujmo did not originate from lower
executive organs but directly from Interior Minister Mr Svetozar Pribicevi¢. Now that the
interior minister gives such a statement to Mr Laza Markovi¢, he thereby admits that
with his decision he violated the constitution.” It was emphasized that Minister Pribicevié
should also face sanctions for this.!*! In the same issue of Hrvatski glas, it was published that
on 13 December 1921, Zagreb's Hrvat was confiscated and its type sealed, so the second edition
could not come out. The editorial office, like with Hrvatski list, did not receive timely notice of
why the confiscation occurred.!*?

The State Prosecutor's Office in Sarajevo confiscated the Christmas issue of Hrvatska
sloga on Christmas Day. The reason given was a section from the quoted speech of Fr. Jakov
Pasali¢ and the article “Osvrt na kongres radikalne stranke” [Review of the Radical Party
Congress]. It was added that they saw nothing controversial in those articles and were dismayed
by the decision of the state prosecutor's office in Sarajevo. They commented that this was done
to inflict great material damage on that newspaper, “an excellent defender of Croatianhood
in Bosnia,” thereby weakening it. They concluded that “all their violence and all persecutions
will not destroy the Croatian press, behind which stands the entire Croatian people
today.”153
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in Subotica carried out a robber attack on the printing house of the Hungarian newspaper
Hirlap. They damaged all composing machines, with damage amounting to 4 million
crowns. The probable reason for the attack was that this newspaper published “a notice
ironically accompanying the arrival of Novi Sad fascist Jevdevi¢, who was said to have
previously been involved in procuring prostitutes and was then trading in ‘patriotism.’”162

Hrvatski list of 1 February 1923 published that the Belgrade Pravda had written a few
days earlier that the editor of the Zagreb Hrvatski borac, Joe Matosi¢, should be “deported to
his birthplace.” Matosi¢ was from Zadar, which then belonged to Italy. The Zagreb Hrvar of 31
January 1923 wrote that Mato$i¢ had Kingdom of SHS citizenship, regardless of being born in
Zadar, and could not be easily deported to another country. On the same day, Joe Matosi¢ was
arrested, as was Hrvat management clerk Mr Nazor. Additionally, the Police Directorate
banned the distribution of the weekly Hrvatski borac because its writing allegedly threatened
public order and peace.'®?

Related to the attack on the printing house of the Hungarian newspaper Hirlap, Hrvatski
list of 1 February 1923 noted that the damage had risen from the previous estimate of 4 to 6
million crowns. The unsigned author stated that the nationalist newspaper Princip in Subotica
printed a message to the Hirlap editorial office in which Mr Jevdevi¢, well-known editor of
Novi Sad's nationalist newspaper Vidovdan, threatened revenge because they wrote about the
mentioned attack, suspecting him of involvement. The Hirlap editorial office requested
protection from the police, but they refused. It was also noted that the Novi Sad Vidovdan
learned details of the Subotica attack before the Subotica public. They described that crime
as a deserved and just punishment. Vidovdan also threatened all other editorial offices in
Vojvodina with the same fate, and all printing houses that they would destroy if they printed
Hirlap, Dél Bacska, and other newspapers with similar editorial policies.'®*

The unsigned author in Hrvatski list of 15 February 1923 wrote: “At the same time as
Orjuna villains most perfidiously claim that we planted the bomb under our machines
worth millions ourselves, thinking to achieve some effect against us with this insane
insinuation among the masses, they continue their criminal destruction of others' property
elsewhere, when they were unlucky with us. This time the printing house of St. Cyril in
Maribor suffered, but the villains were caught, so in this case they cannot use the lie that the
owners of the St. Cyril printing house destroyed their own machines themselves.” It was
further described how it happened. It was said, among other things, that Orjuna members on 10
February 1923 “.. broke into the St. Cyril printing house, where the newspapers of the Slovenian
People's Party Straza and Slovenski Gospodar are printed. Five intruders stayed as guards at
the watchman's lodge, threatening him with death if he called for help. The others went
to the machine room and completely ruined the large machine on which newspapers are
printed, and in addition destroyed three smaller machines. They cut the drive belts into
small pieces, and then disappeared into the night. The damage cannot yet be properly
estimated, but it amounts to millions. The damaged machine parts will need to be ordered
from German factories, and until then work in the printing house will be carried out to a very
small extent.” The police caught all the attackers, which the article particularly points out to the
Osijek police, who arrested no one for the attack on Hrvatski list and the Civic Printing House
in Osijek.'®

162 Biesomuc¢ne orgije "Orjune” u Subotici. Steta od 4 milijuna kruna. "Orjuna" nastavlja izvrsavanjem svog
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The Zagreb Hrvat of 14 February 1923 was confiscated due to one part of the leading
article titled “Zasto ¢emo glasovati za HRSS” [Why We Will Vote for HRSS] and some other
notes in that issue.'®

The Belgrade Republika also experienced a search of its editorial premises on 21
February 1923. The police confiscated “40 copies of the Republican Party's proclamation
to the people.” Republika had published that proclamation two weeks earlier, and the police
had confiscated it, but the court annulled that confiscation. Despite this, the police took those
proclamations. Otherwise, the police frequently searched theeditorial office with the aim of
finding some “secret” documents on the basis of which they would ban the Republican Party's
activities.'®’

An attack was also carried out on the German printing works in Novi Sad where
Deutsches Volksblatt was printed. It happened in the night of 10/11 March 1923, when three
bombs were thrown into the printing house. Machines were damaged, a section of the wall
was blown out, and windows were destroyed. Everyone was horrified by this attack, even
Belgrade's Balkan, emphasizing that it was the work of “Orjuna” and “Serbian shame.”'®®

Author signed with initial B. reported from Sarajevo to Hrvatski list that the “HRSS
organ” Nasa pravda was confiscated on 16 March 1923. The management had prepared a
second edition, but Sarajevo Orjuna members destroyed it by breaking into the “Islamic
Printing House,” completely demolishing it. Those same Orjuna members threatened the
citizenry with death if they voted for HRSS. The text's author concluded: ““...Croats in Sarajevo
and Bosnia have closed ranks even tighter and unanimously support HRSS. Indignation
against the fascist rabble is indescribable.”'®’

Hrvatski list of 20 March 1923 reported a news item from Belgrade's Balkan of 18
March 1923, according to which the Union of Graphic Workers in Zagreb discussed several
attacks on printing houses that professionally do their job and are not involved in party
struggles. They concluded that the attack on the printing house of Deutsches Volksblatt was the
work of “Orjuna” and that Vidovdan and those organizations would no longer print. They
added: “If Orjuna tries anything against typographers, they will boycott all Orjuna newspapers
throughout the state, and hold accountable even those who pay Orjuna...” They concluded that
typographers thereby protected the reputation of the entire country as a state of law.!”

Croatian National Youth in Vukovar issued a statement regarding the savage attack by
Osijek Orjuna on the editor of their newspaper Gvozd in Vukovar, Franjo Gruber. They told the
robbers: “We were Croats, we are Croats, and we will remain Croats. Whoever doesn't like
that should at least keep quiet, as long as he is in our country.” They demanded that the Osijek
Orjuna provides the names of the attackers, because if they didn't, they agreed with such acts.
In that case, they concluded: “From that moment we know where we stand, and we will act
accordingly.” The statement was signed by president Eduard Svager and secretary Ivan
Vukovi¢. The Hrvatski list editorial added that, unlike the Osijek Orjuna who hides, the Novi
Sad Orjuna publicly boasts about their deeds in their newspaper Vidovdan. Thus, under the title
“Suffering of Hanu§ Leader Gruber,” Vidovdan wrote: “Osijek Orjuna caught Hanu$ and
beat him so badly that he had to be carried to Vukovar.” In conclusion, the Hrvatski list
editorial noted that it was sad that someone boasts about such actions, adding: “But that gang
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is mistaken if it thinks all this will be forgotten. The Croatian people have remembered it all
well 17!

Hrvatski list of 16 May 1923 announced that the main hearing against Don Kerubin
Segvié¢ and Joe Matosié, accused “of writing well-known articles in Hrvatski borac,” and
against Bogdan Kralj, as responsible editor of Hrvatski borac who included the mentioned
articles, would begin on 7 June 1923. The Ban's Court released Joe Matosi¢ to defend himself
from freedom.!”2 Before the hearing itself before the court in Zagreb, Zagreb's Hrvat noted that
this court was not competent for the incriminated act, but that a jury should judge. Great interest
prevailed in Zagreb for this trial.'”® All three defenders, Dr Ma&ek, Dr St. Ko3utié, and Dr
Stozir, requested that the senate be changed because it was not as originally determined, but the
court did not accept it, nor the lawyers' proposal to appoint a jury along with the councillors.
Therefore, the lawyers left the courtroom. The judges posed suggestive questions to the
accused, against which they protested and refused to answer. Thus, the hearing was interrupted
at 13:30.1* In the continuation of the hearing, Segvi¢'s lawyer Kovadevi¢ asked him what he
meant in the article when he wrote “unprecedented fraud” because of which the Croatian
people came into “horrible bondage” in which they “suffer injustice and tyranny.” Segvi¢
clarified that the fraud was in the “Corfu Declaration” which guaranteed equality to both
Croats and Slovenes and that the constitution would be adopted “by a qualified predetermined
majority.” He concluded that exactly the opposite happened in reality because a
hegemonistic policy was being pursued. Regarding injustices and tyranny, Segvi¢ said: “...if
Croatian citizens, only because they are Croats, are imprisoned, beaten, and killed, and
the state authorities do nothing to prevent it?” He also marked the punishment and beating
of Catholic parish priests when they hang the Croatian flag next to the state flag. He
equally characterized the actions of Orjuna, which terrorizes people's representatives, and
the state authorities support them. Orjuna criminals remained unpunished, even though they
attacked “every prominent Croat, and destroyed printing houses and editorial offices in
Novi Sad, Subotica, Split, Osijek, Dubrovnik, and Sarajevo.” He also pointed to the fact that
“unqualified and incompetent people occupy positions for which they are not suited, while
capable and qualified ones, because they are Croats and do not make the sign of cross with
three fingers, are excluded...” In the end, Segvié concluded that the injustice and tyranny
was also this lawsuit being conducted against Croatian journalists.!”> At the hearing held
on 18 June 1923 “against Prof. Segvi¢ and others,” an unusual case occurred. Namely, while
examining the accused Joe Matosi¢, he was asked to comment on the article titled “Pad
prijestolja i slom Jugoslavije” [Fall of the Throne and Collapse of Yugoslavia] and he said he
didn't write it, but suggested “that those to whom His Majesty King Alexander spoke those
words found in the mentioned article be heard.” After that, council member Permanovic
appeared as a witness refuting Matosi¢'s claims. The defense proposed that council member
Dermanovi¢ be excluded as a judge because a witness cannot be a judge. However, the court
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refused!'”® The hearing “against Prof. Segvi¢ and others” continued on 20 June 1923. The State
Prosecutor in his speech emphasized that Segvi¢'s guilt was proven because he admitted writing
the article “Pozdrav hrvatskom borcu” [Greeting to the Croatian Fighter] and the same was
established for Matosi¢ and Kralj. Defender StoZir refuted the state prosecutor's claims.'”” The
final hearing “against Prof. Segvi¢ and others” was held on 22 June 1923. The defenders at the
end of their speeches appealed “to the Croatian conscience of the judges” and demanded the
acquittal of the accused. After that “... Mr Du§an DPermanovi¢ said: Thank God, that appeal to
conscience does not concern me, because I am a Serb.”!”®

In Zagreb on 30 July 1923 around 23:00 on the street, a group of Orjuna members
attacked “a servant from the management of Hrvatski borac.” They took him to the
Management building, forced him to unlock it, tied him to the bed, and began their orgies:
“smashed all the furniture, destroyed books and manuscripts, and did not spare even the
toilet itself.” They took 1,275 dinars, and since they failed to set fire to the editorial office, they
opened the water taps and let water into the management and editorial premises. The
servant “recognized the wrecker Andelinovi¢” among the attackers. Neighbours heard the noise
and tried to call the police from Ilica Square, but there was not a single policeman, although
there were usually two there. Therefore, the robbers calmly departed.!”

The Zagreb Hrvat on 13 September 1923 told the land administration in Zagreb “that
the last confiscated issue of Hrvar was sent to England, so it can be seen how confiscations are
done in Zagreb and what is being confiscated.”!%?

Kerubin Segvi¢, who was a people's representative, was called for questioning on 14
September 1923 “because of the proclamation to the voters of Virovitica County in which
he recommends them to vote for HRSS.” The information author added was that this
proclamation had previously been confiscated in Hrvatski list.'®!

Hrvatski list of 16 September 1923 reported that on 15 September 1923, distribution of
Zagreb's Hrvat was banned.'?

The Zagreb Slobodni dom of 3 October 1923 was confiscated, “because of a note
reporting that distribution of the main organ of the Croatian Community Hrvat in Zagreb was
banned, because it wrote truthfully and objectively about one matter.”!%3

Virovitica newspaper Virovitican came out on 8 November 1923 in a special edition. It
carried the Croatian Community's election proclamation titled “Croatian fellow citizens!”
calling on the citizenry to “fight for city autonomy against radical violence, lawlessness, and
corruption.” However, city commissioner Huzjak confiscated the entire print run of
Virovitican, justifying it as inciting hatred against the state and tribal discord. The report from
Virovitica noted, however, that the article mentions neither the state nor tribes. It is said that
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However, State Prosecutor Tomi¢, at the same session, made an oral proposal to suspend the
same issue of Hrvatski branik due to passages in the same article reprinted from the Osijek
weekly Slobodni reporter of 2 February 1924. Interestingly, the State Prosecutor did not
confiscate Slobodni reporter at that time, and even more interestingly, the court accepted
Tomi¢'s oral proposal and banned that issue of Hrvatski branik because, with the content of the
passages to which Tomi¢ orally referred, it “incites tribal discord.” Such a court decision is
unbelievable because, according to “provision § 7 of the criminal procedure law on press
matters, according to which the State Prosecutor must first notify the newspaper in writing of
the carried-out suspension and then request confirmation... again in written form from the court
table.” The text's author wondered where legal certainty is in this, and the management of
Hrvatski list recommended that they report this case “in writing to the Royal Ban's Court and
the Royal State Chief Prosecutor's Office in Zagreb "%

Hrvatski list of 27 April 1924 published a short report on the confiscation of the latest
issue of the Vinkovci Hrvatski branik. The reason given was the inclusion of excerpts from
Trumbid's article published in Hrvatski list, Hrvatska rijec, and Jutarnji list. Thus, double
standards.'®

The unsigned author of the text states that almost every issue of the Belgrade Republika
is confiscated by the police, only for the court to then annul that decision. This caused injustice
and damage to that newspaper.'*

A report from Vukovar dated 3 and published on 4 June 1924 states that in “recent times
on three occasions,” the gazette of the Croatian Community in Vukovar, Srijemski Hrvat, was
confiscated. The court table confirmed only one of those confiscations. They presumed it
possible that District Prefect Pajo Georgijevié¢ did not even propose the other two confiscations
to the court. It was further stated that Georgijevi¢, when the latest issue was already typeset,
sent the editorial office a ban on distribution of that newspaper, as well as the humoristic
Kisobran. For that ban, reasons were given that the correspondent said “do not hold,” and this
caused great material damage to both newspapers.'*!

The Split Hrvatska rije¢ was suspended on 18 June 1924 by decision of the police chief
“due to the communiqué from the opposition bloc session in Zagreb and reprinting certain
passages from Balkan, because it thereby undermines the reputation of the state.” The unsigned
author added that lately Hrvatska rije¢ had been confiscated as many as 11 times. However,
the Supreme Court annulled most of them. In the end, it was added that the authorities want to
leave Croatian lands without free Croatian press, concluding: ““Do what you want, regime
supporters, but you won’t get your way for as long as you wish.”!%? Instead of the suspended
Hrvaiska rije¢, Hrvatska sloga began publishing from 23 June 1924.1%3

The Susak Primorski novi list was confiscated on 21 June 1924, but not only that — one
of the editors, journalist and writer Nikola Poli¢, was taken into custody at the Court Table in
Ogulin.'*

Hrvatski list also wrote about the persecution of Croatian press on 24 June 1924. It stated
that after the ban on Hrvatska rijec in Split, they received a letter saying “that apparently no
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newspaper bearing ‘Croatian’ in the title will be allowed anymore” “because every such
name spreads hatred toward the state as a whole.”!*

Hrvatski list of 26 June 1924 pointed to the inequality of newspapers in the Kingdom of
SHS. It substantiated this by noting that Split's Hrvatska rije¢ was confiscated (and suspended)
for reprinting several passages from Balkan. On the other hand, Primorski novi list was
confiscated and suspended for writing several criticisms of Pasi¢'s speech in Bijeljina. Those
words were reprinted by Samouprava and “other radical and independent press, yet no one
suffered.” Hrvatski list itself was confiscated on 25 June 1924 “due to a news item that appeared
and was not confiscated in Obzor, Zagreber Tagblatt, etc.” In the end, it was added that courts
annul 90% of confiscations, so it can be said that “arbitrariness of state prosecutors and
police” is at work. There was hope that the new press law would protect press freedom and
equality. '

The Court Table in Ogulin annulled on 27 June 1924 the State Prosecutor's order to
place the responsible editor of Primorski novi list, Nikola Poli¢, in investigative custody, so he
was released. Susacki novi list was suspended after two days of publication by police decision
with the explanation that the contributors remained the same as in Primorski novi list.*’

The persecution of other Croatian newspapers continued. Thus, Hrvatski list reported
on 2 July 1924 that Sibenik weekly Dalmatinski Hrvat was confiscated for three consecutive
weeks “due to completely innocent articles.” The court annulled all three confiscations, but its
further publication was banned. Its chief editors Mr Medi¢ and Miho Jerini¢ were
imprisoned. The author in Hrvatski list concluded “that this PaSi¢-Pribicevi¢ regime is more
threatened by their persecution of Croatian press than by the writing of all opposition
newspapers.” 1?8

The grand prefect in Karlovac demanded from the editorial offices of Primorski novi
list and Susacki novi list that they issue a statement that they would no longer write in the spirit
of Primorski novi list, after which their publication would be allowed. It was concluded: “Of
course, the editorial offices of the banned newspapers will not comply with this attack on press
freedom.”'*

According to a report from Nova Gradiska dated 16 July 1924, signed by
Novogradi§€anin, District Prefect Maljkovié sentenced Dr Milovan Zanié, editor of Granicar,
and the printer of that newspaper, M. Bauer, to 14 days in prison each. The reason was one
advertisement that Zani¢ posted in the Granic¢ar display window located in M. Bauer's house.
The advertisement referred to the ban on the “Pentecost protest assembly in Zagreb due to the
Trbovlje bloodshed,” sent by the Jutarnji list editorial office. They saw it as “disseminating
false news, and even calling for rebellion.” The advertisement was printed in Granicar and
some Zagreb publications. That issue of Granicar was confiscated, but the confiscation was
annulled by the Court Table in Pozega and the Ban's Court in Zagreb. The same advertisement
in Zagreb newspapers was not confiscated. However, Zani¢'s and Bauer's appeal was rejected,
and they were taken into custody on 17 July 1924. Novogradi§¢anin concluded: “Nevertheless,
neither this sentence will break Zanié nor the struggle that the Croatian people are waging
against the current regime. The Croatian people will survive this too, as they have survived all
similar attacks on their existence so far. So much for the Democrats and Radicals, as they bear
equal responsibility for all this.” Note that several parts of this article have blank paper, likely
due to confiscation of those text parts.2%
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Belgrade newspaper Balkan of 30 July 1924 was confiscated due to the article
“Federalisti u Davidovicevoj vladi” [Federalists in Davidovi¢'s government] because it
incidentally mentioned the queen's name. In political circles, the opinion prevailed that it could
soon be banned if it continued its scurrilous and pornographic writing.?’!

Three Orjuna members attacked Selinger, the chief editor of the Osijek Die Drau. This
happened the day after that newspaper published an unfavourable article about Orjuna. Two
attackers were arrested, and the third was being sought.?°? In the same issue of Hrvaiski list, it
was clarified that this attack occurred on 2 August 1924. On that day, three attackers burst into
the Die Drau editorial office. One approached Selinger and asked him “how he dared to publish
an article in which (...) the sins of the Pasi¢-Pribicevi¢ government are expressed more
drastically” and attacked him “with an elastic rod made of ox tendon,” hitting him on the head.
Selinger, unarmed, managed to snatch the “rod” from the attacker, defend himself, and even
push all three out. Then the attackers began to flee. Selinger's son managed to catch one and
handed him “to the policeman, who recorded his name and released him.” Based on that, two
attackers were arrested who claimed they didn't know the main attacker.?** Related to this case,
the same issue of Hrvatski list gave a short report that on 4 August 1924, “Bira the clerk”
released those two bandits, and they publicly said: “As long as the police are in our hands,
Orjuna is still master of Osijek!”?"

Before the district court in Split, the responsible editor of Split's Hrvatska rijec, Vlaho
Rai¢, was sentenced to three months in prison for several political articles written in that
newspaper, in which he defended the policy of “Hrvatsko narodno zastupstvo” [Croatian
National Representation] and its president Mr Radi¢."**

The Zagreb Hrvat of 16 and 17 December 1924 was confiscated, once due to the
unconfiscated proclamation of the Serbian Republican Party, and the second time due to
Lovrekovié's audience.?® Hrvat was confiscated again on 27 December 1924 due to the article
“Difamiranje hrvatskog naroda” [Defamation of the Croatian people.] Interestingly, the Zagreb
State Prosecutor confiscated in that article “the praise expressed for French Prime Minister
Herriot,” which is very strange.?’” After the strange confiscation of Hrvat, on 30 December 1924
“police burst into its editorial office and conducted a search for weapons.” They didn't find
any.2%8
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The trial in Split for this case began on 21 March 1925. Segvié stated that he did not feel guilty
and explained in detail that he had long worked toward establishing a common state, but on the
principles of equality for Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes, and that he did not write critically to
destroy that state, but to eliminate individual irregularities and improve the situation.?!> The
hearing ended, with the verdict announcement expected on 5 April 1925.2° The verdict was
announced on 5 April 1925. The court sentenced Segvi¢ and Rai¢ to three months each, and
worker Kesi¢ to one month, while the others were acquitted. Investigative custody was credited
to Segvi¢ and Raié's sentences, so both were immediately released.?!”

Hrvatski list of 1 January 1925 contains information on the persecution of Croatian
press. It noted that Slobodni dom of 31 December 1924 was confiscated “even though there was
nothing inside for which newspapers are confiscated.” It concluded “that the authorities are
only interested in persecuting Croatian press.”?!?

Police banned distribution of the SuSak Novi /ist on 4 January 192

From Nova Gradiska it was reported that police seized all copies of Granicar from 5
January 1925, although that issue had not been confiscated.?*

Police in Subotica arrested 20 people associated with Hirlap on 6 January 1925. In
Medimurje, District Prefect Vukovi¢ banned publication of Medimurski Hrvat, published by
Juraj Znidari¢, member of the dissolved HRSS party.?*!

Dr Adolf Ursi¢, lawyer and editor of the weekly Hrvatsko jedinstvo, received a decision
from the Varazdin police commission on 8 January 1925 “by which, due to the Obznana, further
publication of the weekly Hrvatsko jedinstvo is suspended.” On the same day, police searched
writer Miroslav Krleza, editor of KnjiZevna republika, but found nothing. In Subotica, six
detainees were handed to the court on 8 January 1925, including Hirlap editor Karlo Havasz.?*?

Police in Zagreb on the evening of 9 January 1925 sealed the premises of the Slobodni
dom editorial office.*?

Gendarmes continued searches in villages around Nova Gradiska. Two gendarmes were
seriously wounded by rifle shots in the village of Beli Brig. The assumption was “that a fugitive
from Gradiska prison wounded them.” Mate Malinar, manager of Stara Gradiska prison, was
suspected of belonging to HRSS, so a “commission from the Ministry of Interior” came to
investigate. Searches were conducted “throughout Srijem at HRSS committee presidents and
members. All more active HRSS members were imprisoned and not interrogated.” The
Obznana against HRSS was brutally enforced in the Sisak area as well. Searches were carried
out at prominent HRSS members, including Dr Superina, local HRSS president, and other
officials. In Sisak on 8 January 1925, a search was conducted at the editor of Dr Mijat
Loncarevi¢, and in the printing house where that newspaper was printed. Afterward, the police
chief banned publication of Hrvatski glas. Grand Prefect Perkovi¢, district head Huber,
commissioner Lazié, and lawyer Zivkovi¢ in Nova Gradiska initiated new persecutions on 8
January 1925 “which began with the suspension of Grani¢ar.”***
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By 10 January 1925, Ladislav Sviben, president of the HRSS organization in Ogulin
and responsible editor of the banned Hrvatski seljak, was arrested. Further “arrests, searches,
and newspaper suspensions” were carried out throughout Dalmatia. Thus, “all three
Croatian newspapers in Dalmatia” were banned: Hrvatska rije¢ in Split (two guards with
fixed bayonets stood day and night in front of its closed and sealed premises), Hrvatska
domovina in Dubrovnik, and Dalmatinski Hrvat in Sibenik. Editors and other editorial
members were arrested. Along with several peasants from the Sibenik area, Miho Jerinié, editor
of Dalmatinski Hrvat, was arrested. Dr Zanié began publishing a new weekly Slobodni granicar
in Nova Gradiska. The newspaper was properly registered, but when it came out, police began
confiscating it without a decision on that measure.?>>The Court Table in PoZega annulled the
district prefect's decision from Nova Gradiska on the suspension of Granicar on 13 January
1925 2%

Owner of Slobodni dom Stjepan Radi¢ and responsible editor Mr Herceg requested the
court table to declare the ban on that newspaper's publication null and void. The court rejected
this petition on 21 January 1925, because it concluded that “the ban is not justified at all and
does not exist under the law.”?*’

The Court Table in Zagreb rejected the complaint of the Hrvar management “regarding
the removal of distribution, stating that the court is not competent to make a decision in
that matter.”?*®

Niko Medi¢, former responsible editor of Dalmatinski Hrvat in Sibenik, was sentenced
to two months in prison for one article, while editor Miho Jerini¢ was acquitted.?*’

The Ban's Court in Zagreb annulled the confiscation of the Croatian peasant calendar
Bozicnica for 1925 because the State Prosecutor's Office did not act according to law when it
ordered the confiscation three months after printing, not within 24 hours as prescribed by law.?*"

After a search in Vukovar, police on 4 January 1925 closed the printing house and
editorial office of Srijemski Hrvat. The printing house was opened on 6 January 1925 by
decision of the grand prefect, while the Srijemski Hrvat editorial office remained closed because
it was connected to HRSS. The editorial office filed a complaint with the court table **!
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The Royal Court Table in Pozega annulled the ban on publishing the Nova Gradiska
weekly Granicar. However, the first issue published after the suspension was banned by police
on 17 January 1925 on the order of district head Huber, but without a decision.?’

Police in Zagreb banned distribution of the newspaper Novosti on 17 January 1925
“because its tendentious writing endangers peace and public order.”?*" That police order in
Zagreb was revoked by telegram on 19 January 1925. This revocation followed after Chief
Editor Slegl telegraphed a protest to the king.?*!

Sarajevo newspapers Pravda, Jugoslavenski list, and Vecernje novosti received a letter
from the police directorate banning their distribution from 20 January 1925. However, when
the grand prefect learned of it, he immediately annulled that ban.?*?

The Vinkovci police were notified on 20 January 1925 of the publication of a new
weekly Vinkovacke hrvatske novosti, so they proceeded to search the printing house where
Hrvatski branik was printed. They found nothing. ?*3

The local Croatian Community (HZ) organization in Vinkovci requested permission for
the third time to publish the new weekly Vinkovacke hrvatske novosti instead of the banned
Hrvatski branik. However, police denied permission for the third time on 23 January 1925
because the weekly would be printed in Mr Mati¢i¢'s printing house, who was an HRSS
supporter 24

In Vukovar, Srijemski Hrvat was banned, so a new weekly Srijem would start
publishing from 31 January 1925 as “the organ of the Croatian Community.”?*’

The Split court annulled the ban on publishing Hrvatska rije¢, which would resume
publication from 25 January 192524

In Zagreb, police conducted a search on 28 January 1925 in the premises of the
communist Radnicka borba and found nothing. At the same time, a search was carried out in
the apartment of that newspaper's editor, Dr Ante Ciliga, but also without results.?*’

Slobodni dom was published again on 28 January 1925 and, with the help of distibutors,
the entire print run sold out in half an hour. Police then banned its distribution and subsequently
confiscated it.>*

The court in Ljubljana annulled the police ban on publishing Domoljub, but despite that,
police confiscated that newspaper again on 28 January 1925, and even blocked the printing
house “so that not a single copy reaches the public.”?%

At the end of January 1925, the commander of the Dubrovnik gendarmerie, Lieutenant
0dzi¢, came to the editorial office of the local newspaper Slobodna rijec. He demanded that the
responsible editor change the direction of writing, especially not to attack the gendarmes. The
editor refused.?*

Police in Vukovar banned the publication of the first issue of the new weekly Srijem on
31 January 1925. The publishers considered this unlawful and protested to the police chief, who
threatened to imprison them if they published the newspaper.!
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Despite the annulment of the publication ban on Slobodni dom, police in Zagreb notified
the editorial office on 3 February 1925 "that they will not allow distribution."*? It is quite
certain that police would not do this without government support.

The first issue of the weekly Republikanski blok radnika i seljaka was published on 3
February 1925 in Osijek. The responsible editor was Milan Vargovi¢, a tailor's assistant. The
State Prosecutor's Office suspended the first issue due to the leading article, and police seized
copies from cafés and kiosks.?*?

Split police banned three issues of Hrvatska sloga in Split by 3 February 1925. At the
same time, a third indictment was raised against the chief editor. The Hrvatska sloga editorial
board sent a protest to the Journalists' Association “about this unprecedented persecution of
Croatian press.”**

In Zagreb on 6 February 1925, Hrvat had its distribution rights revoked for Medimurje,
and in Koprivnica it was confiscated from all inns. In Zagreb on 6 February 1925, according to
the wishes of the Union of Graphic Workers in Yugoslavia, it was decided to convene as soon
as possible a session of the highest forum of graphic workers and employers, the tariff
commission, which was to take a stance on the increasingly frequent persecutions of the
press.?>

Sarajevo Radicals, celebrating their election victory, broke windows at the editorial
offices of Jugoslavenski list, Vecernja posta, and the Muslim Pravda. Otherwise, in the
Sarajevo district “police and military dispersed voters everywhere during the elections.”>*°

In Split, police banned the local press from publishing different reports on the conducted
elections than those provided by the government.?>’

The Court Table in Ogulin annulled the last two confiscations of Susacki novi list on 11
February 1925.%%

Susacki novi list was confiscated on 12 February 1925 due to Ljuba Davidovi¢'s
statement and news from Belgrade that the entire opposition would move to abstention.?*

In Belgrade on 12 February 1925, a search was conducted in the editorial office of the
peasant newspaper Selo, and police blocked the Novosti editorial office, where a search was
also expected.?®

The main attack by authorities in Sarajevo targeted Pravda, the organ of JMO. Thus, it
was frequently confiscated after the elections, and this repeated in April 1925. Pravda had
literally reprinted an article from the Easter issue of Zagreb's Hrvat titled “Kampanja protiv
Reis-ul-uleme” [Campaign Against the Reis-ul-ulema], which was not confiscated, but the State
Prosecutor confiscated Pravda, which the independent court also confirmed. The correspondent
noted that “conquered colonies are treated differently in Belgrade, since Bosnia and
Herzegovina are still Belgrade's colonies,” unlike the rights and freedoms that apply to the
“mother-country.”?%!

The royal police commission in Zagreb issued permission on 21 April 1925 for Slobodni
dom to resume publication. This decision followed “a visit by the president of the Croatian
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Peasant Club, Mr Pavle Radi¢, to the police director Dr Janko Bedekovi¢.” This came after the
new political orientation of the Radi¢ supporters, as the Obznana targeted HRSS, while the new
HSS party was not burdened by it. Therefore, Slobodni dom received permission to resume
publishing from 22 April 192522

The president of the Sarajevo district court, Navratil, continued persecuting the free
press in May 1925. Several issues of the Catholic weekly Nedjelja were confiscated, and its
further publication was banned “solely due to attacks on Pribicevi¢'s anti-Catholic school
policy.” In addition, Pravda, IMO's gazette, “was confiscated due to the statement that among
the newly elected candidates for the state council there is not a single Croat or Slovene,”
and the entire article titled “Stari zavjera§” [Old Conspirator] reprinted in full from Republika,
where it “is freely read,” was confiscated.?*?

The cathedral chapter of Vrhbosna began publishing a new weekly KriZ instead of the
banned Nedjelja, but the State Prosecutor confiscated the first issue on 13 June 1925.%64

After the ban on Pravda, JIMO leadership launched a new weekly Glasnik JM.O., but
the first issue was confiscated on 4 July 1925, and its publication was also banned.?®

The newspaper Srijemski Hrvat, published by the Croatian Community in Vukovar,
frequently faced persecutions. This is evident from the information titled “Dignuta obustava
»Srijemskog Hrvata«” [Suspension of Srijemski Hrvat Lifted]. According to that information,
the Osijek Royal Court Table annulled on 11 July 1925 the ban on publishing Srijemski Hrvat,
which Vukovar police had imposed six months earlier.?® The first issue after the ban came
out on 29 July 1925.267

Before and after the elections on 8 February 1925, the Zagreb Hrvat had its distribution
banned. Its management submitted a new request on 6 August 1925 for distribution permission.
However, the new Zagreb police chief rejected the request, explaining that the ban decision was
made by the ministerial council, which only it could annul. The ministerial council, however,
rejected Hrvat's request. The article expressed particular regret over the fact that this was at the
request of HSS official Pavle Radi¢. The article noted that Hrvat had repeatedly helped HSS
with its headlines when it was in opposition and did not expect such ingratitude. This was
commented on with the folk saying: “When the gypsy became emperor, he first hanged his
own father.”?%® At that time, Pavle Radi¢, with the entire HSS, was a member of the new RR
government, so he obviously acted according to the government's common stance.

Hrvat on 21 August 1925 denied the regime press news about that newspaper's
suspension. It was noted that the new press law was adopted with the intention of banning
publications of the Croatian Community, and among them, Zagreb's Hrvat was the biggest thorn
in the side of the then authorities. The entire regime press writing was toned to announce the
demise of “Community press, first and foremost Zagreb's Hrvat.” Surprised by Hrvat's denial,
the radical }J’reme published it under the title “Zadnji napori Hrv. Zajednice” [Last Efforts of
the Croatian Community].2%
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SOCIAL CIRCUMSTANCES IN THE KINGDOM OF SHS IN
1925 ACCORDING TO HRVATSKI LIST

Hrvatski list began its 1925 publications with a mild dose of optimism. Thus, in its first
issue for that year, the front-page article titled “VeliCanstvena manifestacija hrvatstva u
Hrvatskoj zajednici u Zagrebu™ [Magnificent Manifestation of Croatianness in the Croatian
Community in Zagreb] was published.?’! This was a gathering held on 31 December 1924, one
of the largest assemblies of the Croatian Community in the pre-election period. The emphasis
was on joint action in the elections of the Croatian Republican Peasant Party (HRSS) and the
Croatian Community. This was intended to counter the general centralization coming from
Belgrade. In the same issue, the article “Izjava dra Trumbi¢a u »Hrvatu«” [Dr Trumbic's
Statement in Hrvat] was also published. Trumbi¢ stressed that at the formation of the Kingdom
of SHS, it was expected that everyone in it would have “equal rights and equal share in power,”
but this did not happen; instead, “all positions from top to bottom were filled exclusively by
Serbs.” In reality, this meant that all regions outside Serbia were annexed to the Kingdom of
Serbia. Trumbi¢ concluded that unity and joint action in the elections and afterward were
necessary to avoid Serbian hegemony, which could only be prevented by free elections, not the
violent ones conducted by the then-government >’

The second article, titled “Reakcija je na uzmaku” [The Reaction Is in Retreat],
published on the front page of the first issue of Hrvatski list in 1925, also exuded a dose of
optimism. It offered a view of the socio-political situation in the Kingdom of SHS during 1924,
with a touch of mild optimism for 1925. The introduction stated that 1924 had seen a desperate
struggle between “corruption and reaction” on one side and “progressive and honest parties and
citizens” on the other. For most of the time, the Radicals held power, yet retained influence
even when in opposition. It was said of Pribi¢evi¢ that he served the Radicals so that blame for
numerous acts of violence could be pinned on him. An interesting observation was that the
National Assembly served the Radicals merely as a mask for the outside world. Nevertheless,
it was noted that the arrival of Croatian representatives in the assembly forced the Radicals to
dissolve it and call new elections. The article concluded by stating the greatest wish of the
citizenry: to “free themselves in 1925 from Radical-Pribi¢evi¢ tyranny and corruption, which
they will achieve if on 8 February they unitedly and freely cast their votes for the opposition
parties.”?”

However, it was not a case of “the reaction in retreat,” as a blow struck like thunder
from a clear sky — publicly announced by the Obznana against the HRSS on the evening of 1
January 1925. The election date for the National Assembly in the Kingdom of SHS was already
known: 8 February 1925. Naturally, the Obznana banning the HRSS — a party enjoying massive
support from the Croatian people, along with its entire membership — placed outside the law at
this critical pre-election time caused tectonic disruptions in the socio-political relations of the
Kingdom of SHS. Since 1925 was also designated as the year of the thousandth celebration of
the Croatian Kingdom, social circumstances significantly influenced the preparations and
execution of that celebration. The Osijek daily Hrvatski list diligently followed these social
developments, primarily in Slavonia, Srijem, and Baranja, but also across the entire state. Here,
those views are summarized for the whole of 1925.
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Pre-election, election, and post-election terror of the PasSi¢-
Pribicevi¢ government according to Hrvatski list

The Obznana against HRSS and other persecutions
according to Hrvatski list

The main wave of terror commenced with the publication of the Obznana protiv HRSS.
Its text was handed to journalists on the evening of 1 January 1925 by “Minister of the Interior
Boza S. Maksimovi¢.” The accusation was that the HRSS, both in its aims and methods, had
adopted “foreign, anti-state, communist propaganda.” It was stated that President Stjepan
Radi¢, together with August Kosuti¢, had in Moscow “registered their party for admission to
the Peasant International, even though he knew very well that the Peasant International was a
creation and organ of the communists.” It was added that the HRSS had formally become a
member of the Peasant International on 27 June 1924. It was emphasized that in this way the
HRSS had set for itself “anti-state, communist goals.” It was claimed that the HRSS had thereby
achieved cooperation with the Independent Workers' Party of Yugoslavia, banned on 11 July
1924, Particular emphasis was placed on Stjepan Radi¢'s statement that the Soviet government
had promised him aid if he were threatened. Cited as anti-state activity was “the secret departure
of HRSS Vice-President Dr Vlatko Macek on 13 September 1924 to the Soviet embassy in
Vienna, clandestinely at night,” which August Kosuti¢ also did on 2 October 1924.
Furthermore, Stjepan Radi¢ and the HRSS were accused of collaborating with the so-called
Internal Macedonian Revolutionary Organization in Bulgaria and its president Todor
Aleksandrov, with the aim of “violently detaching Southern Serbia from the administration of
our Kingdom.” The HRSS was also accused of propagating that “soldiers are not obliged to
fulfill their military duties and that the army is unnecessary.” In this way, it was said, the HRSS
had committed a series of crimes “by solidarizing with foreign enemies of our state and its
integrity.” On the basis of all this, Minister Maksimovi¢ proposed to the Council of Ministers
that it adopt the following decision:

1. That the HRSS be immediately dissolved, as by joining the Peasant
International it had become a constituent part of the Communist International.

2. That henceforth all assemblies, conferences, and any activities of this party
be banned, as well as the publication of all its publications, books, and newspapers.

3. That the provisions of Article 18 of the Law on the Protection of Public
Safety and Order in the State be most strictly applied to the HRSS.

4, That all archives, newspapers, publications, and documents of the HRSS be
immediately seized.

S. That criminal proceedings be simultaneously initiated against the HRSS
leadership.

Minister Maksimovi¢'s exposed proposal was unanimously approved at the Council of
Ministers held on 23 December 1924. Minister Maksimovi¢ told journalists that the Obznana
would take effect immediately, i.e., on 2 January 1925. Otherwise, “the creators of the Obznana
were: Ministers Pribi¢evi¢, Maksimovi¢, and General Trifunovi¢.” In Zagreb, searches were
simultaneously conducted in the private apartments of Dr Lorkovi¢, Dr Bazala, Dr Stjepan
Srkulj, Dr Pernar, National Assembly deputy Trnjar, Dr Vlatko Macek, Dr Krnjevi¢, and at
Josip Predavec's in Dugave near Zagreb. However, nothing was found. Furthermore, a search
was carried out in the premises of the Croatian Community, from where, despite Ivan Peri$ic's
protests, all documents and the entire archive were taken away. A search was also conducted in
the premises of the newspaper Hrvaf, from where “various worthless newspaper
correspondences” were taken. A thorough search at the Seljacki Dom in Zrinjevac began early
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in the morning of 2 January 1925 and was still ongoing by noon. By then, Dr Vlatko Macek,
Dr Juraj Krnjevi¢, and Josip Predavec had been arrested. In Split, the editor of Hrvatska rijec¢
was arrested, and in Sarajevo, a search was carried out at the director of the Croatian Central
Bank 2"

Hrvatski list of 3 January 1925 described in detail the implementation of the Obznana
against the HRSS. The searches in Zagreb, as listed, began in the night of 1/2 January 1925 at
two o'clock. In Zagorje, Dr Stjepan Kosuti¢ was arrested in the afternoon of 2 January 1925.
From Sarajevo came information that searches had been conducted “at merchant Raguz, at
director Nestorovi¢ of Konjevoda, in the premises of the Croatian youth, and in the HRSS
premises”. In Split, there were searches and arrests as well as bans. Searches were conducted
in the apartments of Dr Josip Brki¢, president of the Croatian Community, Dr Damjan Sokol,
chief commissioner of the HRSS for Dalmatia, Dr Cuzzi, Dr Vukusi¢, president of the Croatian
youth, and lawyer Dr Ivan Bili¢'s apartment. All were taken to the police and interrogated all
day. A search was also carried out at the editorial office of Hrvatska rije¢, and its
publication was suspended under the law on state protection. A search was also conducted
in the premises of the Hrvatsko Kolo, but that search, like the others mentioned, yielded no
results. Several Croatian youths were arrested but released along with the others in the
evening. 2"

Under the title “Drzava SHS, obznana i Savez naroda” [Kingdom of SHS, the Obznana
and League of Nations], Hrvatski list published an article on 3 January 1925 stating that the
“sinister thirteenth PP government in these six years” had resorted “only to methods a la rifle
butt, club, violence, prison, money, plunder, fraud, Markovi¢ protocol, the Obznana, law on the
protection of public safety, etc.” The author believed that with the Obznana the Radicals could
not solve “neither state nor any national issue,” and “they can dissolve one party, but if the
entire people are in that party, then they cannot even do that.” Minister Maksimovi¢'s
statement that he was working “especially for the benefit of the Croatian part of our
nation” was characterized as cynical. The true intention of the Radicals was to intimidate and
dissolve their greatest opponent with the Obznana and thus secure victory in the 8 February
1925 elections by force and lawlessness. The accusation that the HRSS and Stjepan Radi¢ were
communists was called ridiculous by the author, noting that a number of European politicians
had gone to Moscow and made various agreements with the Bolshevik government. Finally, it
was stated that the League of Nations would need to take a position on this government step,
since the Kingdom of SHS was a member of that League, and only democratically organized
states could be members of it >’

As part of the implementation of the Obznana against the HRSS in Osijek, four searches
were already carried out on 2 January 1925. The first was in the apartment of Dr Stjepan Hefer,
secretary of the local HRSS organization, where summonses for meetings and party
correspondence were seized. Searches were also conducted in the apartments of Dragutin
Zimmer, president of the county HRSS organization, and Ljudevit Zimmer, vice-president of
the local HRSS. In the evening of 2 January 1925 at 9 p.m., “Royal Government Clerk Biro,
accompanied by a strong squad of gendarmerie guard,” arrived at the editorial office of Hrvatski
list. They came with an order from the head of the Osijek gendarmerie Tucan to conduct a
“comprehensive search, as there is well-founded suspicion that Hrvatski list, which here is
considered not only the mouthpiece of the Croatian Community but also of the HRSS, keeps in

274 Obznana objavljena. UapSenje dra Vlatka Madeka, Josipa Predavca i dra Jurja Krnjevica. Premetadine u stamu

dra Lorkovi¢a, dra Bazale, dra Srkulja i drugih. Premetacina u prostorijama Hrvatske Zajednice i »Hrvata« u
Zagrebu. U Zagrebu i Beogradu ovi se progoni smatraju neozbiljno i $aljivo.”, Hrvatski list, 6, 2 January 1925, no.
2 (1319): 1-2.

275 Provadanje Obznane protiv HRSS.“, Hrvatski list, 6, 3 January 1925, no. 3 (1320): 1.

276 Drzava SHS, Obznana i Savez naroda.”, Hrvatski list, 6, 3 January 1925, no. 3 (1320): 1-2.



59

its premises items that are the property of the HRSS, which was dissolved by order of the
Minister of the Interior on 2 January 1925, and whose items must therefore be seized”. On the
basis of this order, the editorial office and administration of Hrvatski list as well as the Civic
Printing House were blocked, and a search was conducted, but nothing suspicious was found.?”’

In addition to Dr Macek, Dr Krnjevi¢, and Dr Predavec in Zagreb, engineer August
Kosuti¢ was arrested on 2 January 1925, while the Peasant House was monitored by a large
number of policemen and detectives >’

According to the Obznana, HRSS president Stjepan Radi¢ was also supposed to be
arrested, but by the end of 2 January 1925, this had not happened. The Zagreb Agramer Tagblatt
reported a rumour that there was a special room with a secret entrance in the building of
Hrvatski seljacki dom and that Stjepan Radi¢ was supposed to be in it.2”” On 2 January 1925,
news circulated in Belgrade corridors that arrests based on the Obznana should be temporarily
suspended “to give Jalzabeti¢ and others a chance to break away from Radi¢”. Obviously, such
rumors were spread to cause a split in the HRSS ranks.?*

In Zagreb on 2 January 1925, the news that Surmin and Drinkovié had pushed and
signed the Obznana was commented on with great indignation. It was noted that they were
“satellites of the violent government” 28!

Quite interesting is the public proclamation of the Democratic Party by Ljubomir
Jovanovi¢, issued in Belgrade on 2 January 1925. Regarding the Obznana against the HRSS, it
stated that it had no basis “either in our constitution or in the laws, so it is therefore gross
lawlessness against an entire political organization. The HRSS cannot be identified with
Bolshevism either in its political or economic views on state organization, because it is
composed of 98% peasants. From a national and state perspective, the Obznana represents
the destruction of state unity and national unity.” Furthermore, the Democrats said that the
government had all the material cited in the Obznana back in May 1924 but did nothing about
it. They therefore considered it government political maneuvers to gain a majority in the
upcoming elections. In conclusion, they stated that the time would come when the government
and its executors would answer for such lawlessness.?*?

In connection with the Obznana against the HRSS, searches continued in Zagreb on 3
January 1925 as well. Thus, one was conducted at National Assembly deputies Basaricek, Pavle
Radi¢, and Dr Bu¢, but without results. Indeed, at engineer Kosuti¢'s, one revolver was found,
for which he was sentenced to two months in prison and a fine of 1000 dinars. When the police
began interrogating Dr Macek and the others, all of them demanded to see the warrant on what
basis they were arrested and invoked parliamentary immunity. In Stjepan Radi¢'s apartment,
letters were found that had already been published in Slobodni dom. The police also seized “a
silk-bound edition of Lenin's works” that Stjepan Radi¢ had received as a gift during his stay
in Moscow. In Zagreb, 15 members of the Croatian workers' youth were arrested, and the police
treated them brutally. In Nova Gradiska, a search was conducted at HRSS county organization
president Beri¢ and secretary Benes, and searches continued in the villages around Nova
Gradiska, but all without results. A search was also conducted at lawyer Dr UrSi¢ in Varazdin,
but without results. In Varazdin, a search was further conducted at former HRSS treasurer
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Gregl, without results, while in the villages around Varazdin, flags, books, and generally
everything found at the peasants' homes was seized. In Subotica, a search was conducted at
HRSS leaders, but without results. For National Assembly deputy Predavec in Dugave, after
his arrest, PP regime supporters set fire to the stable, but the fire was quickly extinguished.?*?

According to the Obznana, a search was conducted in Vukovar on 3 January 1925 in
the apartment of Ladislav Gréevié, president of the local HRSS organization, and secretary
Duro Lovri¢, but without success. Nevertheless, both were taken for interrogation at the
gendarmerie. A search was also carried out in the apartment of National Assembly deputy Pavel
Hauch, without results. In Virovitica, there was a search at National Assembly deputy
Bartolovi¢ and six members of the local HRSS organization, where newspapers and calendars
were taken. A search was also conducted at Dr Zmegal, president of the local Croatian
Community, where two issues of Hrvatski sokol and two issues of Glasnik sokolskog drustva
were seized; a search was carried out at Mate Paveli¢, elder of the Croatian Sokol, both in his
shop and apartment, but nothing was found. Vinkovci was not spared searches either. The
targets included Mate Taksi¢, president of the county HRSS organization, secretary Sremcevic,
member Mate Gajié, chief editor of Hrvatski branik Velimir Pakaci, Matija DoSen, president of
the local Croatian Community organization, responsible editor of Hrvatski branik Ivan Grubisa,
and printer Mati¢i¢. Old issues of Hrvatski list, Slobodni dom, and Hrvatski branik were seized.
In Pozega, a search was conducted at Slavko Tomi¢, merchant and industrialist, secretary of the
local HRSS organization, who was placed under strict supervision. Searches were conducted at
three Valpovo residents: secretary of the local HRSS organization Josip Sladi¢, and members
Andri¢ and Klema, where only newspapers were seized.?®*

In Satnica on 27 December 1924, president of the local HRSS organization Adam
Madarevi¢, vice-president Stjepan Svinjarevi¢, and member Josip Madarevi¢ were arrested.
They were taken to the municipal headquarters in Petrijevci and placed in prison. Gendarmes,
led by commander Krivokuca, beat them trying to force them to admit speaking against the
army. They admitted nothing and were then taken to the district office in Valpovo; since nothing
could be proven against them, they were released on 4 January 1925.2%

Searches and arrests were also carried out in Pakovo on 3 January 1925. These took
place in the house of Dragan Dev¢i¢, president of the local HRSS, vice-president Puro Turkalj,
and secretary Franjo Carevi¢, and although nothing was found, they were taken to prison. They
further conducted a detailed search of the Croatian Reading Room in Pakovo. They found
nothing except a picture of Stjepan Radi¢, which they seized. It was added that the police had
a lot of work because “gendarmes conduct searches, and buy Radi¢'s pictures and cart them to
prison on wagons.” In Donji Miholjac on 3 January 1925, lawyer's clerk Dr Majcen, member
of the HRSS board, and craftsman Staklenac, president of the local HRSS organization, were
arrested, and 75 Croatian peasants were arrested throughout the county. Three days after the
arrests, no one had been interrogated. Gendarme sergeant Opaci¢ from Purdenovac broke into
the house of Marijan Vrabac, president of the local HRSS organization in Donja Moti¢ina, on
3 January 1925. Although he was not at home, he removed his wife from the room and then
conducted a savage search. Since “he found nothing, he arrested 75-year-old Marijan's father,
Mata Vrabac, and after chaining him, drove him through the village in his shirt to Purdenovac,
where he still remains in custody.” Searches in Vinkovci were also conducted on 3 January
1925, targeting prominent HRSS and Croatian Community supporters: Mate Taksi¢, president
of the local HRSS, Sremcevic, secretary of the local HRSS, Mate Cai¢, county HRSS member,
Matija DoSen, president of the Croatian Community. NaSice was not spared searches and arrests
either. A search was conducted at Dr Franjo Bene$ic¢, president of the local HRSS organization
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in Ilok, but nothing was found. In Dalj, thorough searches were conducted in 14 Croatian and
German houses, but without success. Then, in the house of peasant Papuli¢ during lunch, Prof.
Maslari¢ from Osijek was arrested on the explanation that the gendarmerie had intercepted at
the post office "a letter that Prof. Maslari¢ had written to a local peasant, allegedly political."
Furthermore, the president of the local HRSS in Aljmas, who was in the municipal prison, was
taken to the court in Osijek. The search in Sag was conducted in the premises of the local HRSS,
where a membership list, flag, and 800 K in cash were seized, and they were threatened not to
agitate for HRSS anymore. From Saptinovci it was reported that last Christmas (1924),
gendarmes from Klokoc¢evci conducted searches in all houses and “confiscated the 1925
Bozicnica calendar.” In Bizovac on 3 January 1925, searches were conducted at Vinko Stani¢,
president of the local HRSS, then at Mijo Kovag, secretary of the local HRSS, and members
Nikola Kolari¢ and Ivan Mihaljevi¢. At Stanic's they found “a beautiful banner of the local
HRSS organization,” and at some BoZicnica and Slobodni dom issues, which they seized. In
addition, they took away hunting rifles from Stani¢, Kova¢, and Mihaljevié, although they had
“weapon permits”, and from Stani¢ and Kova¢ they also took revolvers for which they had
official permits.?%

Anton GelenSer, aged 66, sent a letter to Hrvatski list describing how he was abused on
3 January 1925 by the gendarmerie guard at the fairground in Osijek, without reason. He was
heading in the evening to the sugar refinery where he had been called to work. At the
intersection of Beogradska Street and Vukovar Road, a gendarme stopped him, and when he
said he was going to work at the sugar refinery, the gendarme called him a liar and took him to
the guardhouse. There, he beat him with his hands, banged his head against the wall, and struck
him with his stick until it broke. GelenSer wrote that he had been lying at home for three days
due to the injuries sustained. He obtained a medical report from Dr Lazarus and, learning that
the gendarme was named Prokié, stated that he would sue him in court.?*’

In the Sibenik area, more than 600 peasants were arrested on 4 January 1925 under the
Obznana, including Miho Jerini¢ and organization president Sime Zeni¢. It was noted that a
manhunt was ongoing for other HRSS supporters and that the authorities would erect barracks
for all those arrested ®

At the Democratic Party conference in Belgrade on 5 January 1925, president Davidovi¢
delivered a very sharp speech against the Obznana and criticized the government measures
against individual HRSS members, for which collective responsibility was demanded, contrary
to all legal provisions.?®

Under the title “Kratke izborne vijesti” [ Short Election News], Hrvatski list on 6 January
1925 reported on the implementation of the Obznana against the HRSS in the Sarajevo district.
Membership lists were found in the archives of individual organizations, including 14 officials
and several employees. A proposal was sent to the relevant ministries to act accordingly.
Additionally, a list of retired HRSS members and persons holding some concession who were
HRSS members was sent to the Ministry of the Interior. According to police opinion, pension
payments could be suspended and the validity of all concessions to HRSS members revoked.?**

The Obznana against the HRSS was implemented in the Zupanja district as well. They
took from the people the 1925 BoZi¢nica calendar and Slobodni dom, as well as “banners that
our girls and women made and embroidered with gold” !
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Hrvatski list of 6 January 1925 reported that the Democratic Party, led by Ljubomir
Davidovi¢, had sharply risen against the Obznana proclaimed against the HRSS, and on 8
January 1925 it described this more extensively. Davidovi¢'s words were highlighted that this
Obznana was unconstitutional, illegal, a great shame for the state, and a grave mistake >

Under the title “Telefonske vijesti” [Telephone News|, Hrvatski list of 6 January 1925
reported on further searches and persecutions. Thus, HRSS members Vojkovi¢ and Trnjak in
Zagreb were taken to the police on 5 January 1925, interrogated, and released. The search at Dr
Niki¢, public notary and National Assembly deputy of the HRSS, was conducted on 5 January
1925 in his apartment in Brod in his absence, and nothing was found. In Delnice, lawyer and
former minister Dr Ivan Krni¢ was arrested on 5 January 1925, along with him the parish priest
Bujan and several citizens. They were taken to the Ogulin court where they were interrogated
and sent home. In Gospi¢, bank clerk Josip Kolakovi¢, merchant Nikola Kolakovi¢, and peasant
Nikola Busija were arrested after searches at their places, but without results. HRSS candidate
Dr Loncarevi¢ was interned in his apartment in Mitrovica after the police conducted a search,
without success. HRSS leaders in Subotica were interrogated at the police on 4 January 1925
after searches of their apartments. All were released, except three peasants and student Ivan
Poli¢. In Metkovi¢, searches were conducted at HRSS supporters on 4 January 1925. From
Vicko Kovacevi¢, county Metkovic electoral lists and 210 resolved decisions of the Metkovi¢
county court on voter registrations were taken. Dr Trumbi¢ submitted an appeal on 5 January
against the decision to dissolve the HRSS, on behalf of president Radi¢, vice-presidents Dr
Macek and Predavec, and secretaries Dr Krnjevi¢ and Kosuti¢. It was said that Dr Trumbié
thoroughly refuted all claims from the dissolution decision.?*?

Searches were conducted in Pozega on 3 January 1925, pursuant to the Obznana against
the HRSS, in the apartments of these HRSS members: Stjepan Ilijasevi¢, city deputy, Bartol
Vlasteli¢, city deputy, Luka Ilijasevi¢, merchant, Slavko Tomi¢, merchant and industrialist,
Ivan Oremovi¢, innkeeper, and Puro Volf, merchant and member of the Croatian Community.
All of them were forbidden to leave the house in the evening. In Virovitica, ruthless searches
were conducted at Franjo Guth, Toma Terzi¢, Antun Schiesler, Josip Polovi¢, Franjo Bakic,
and Pavao Markovinovi¢. BoZicnica calendars from 1923 and 1924 and several issues of
Slobodni dom were seized. From Donji Miholjac it was reported that all arrested on 7 January
1925 were released, and only “presidents and secretaries of the HRSS were sentenced to 5, and
Dr Majcen to 6 days in prison under the imperial patent, because they were members of
banned societies and organizations.” In addition, the grand prefect of the Osijek district
ordered the dissolution of all municipal councils in the Donji Miholjac county. The
commercial council in Donji Miholjac was also dissolved, and notary Pavo Simi¢ was appointed
commissioner. In the Gornji Miholjac area on 3 January 1925, Josip Enderovi¢, president of the
local HRSS in Novak, and Mato Varga, president of the local HRSS in Bakici, were arrested
and taken to Slatina. Numerous searches were also conducted at HRSS and HZ supporters, but
without success. In Ferianci, notary Mijo Grigi¢ conducted searches at all prominent HRSS
and HZ supporters before the gendarmes arrived. He collected several issues of BoZi¢nica and
a membership list. Gendarmes and municipal police in Purdenovac broke into the apartment of
Valenko Sulimanac, president of the local HRSS, and since they found nothing, they demanded
that he hand over the “documents” himself. He replied that he carries everything in his head, so
let them smash his head and there they will find documents and records.?**

Stjepan Radi¢ was handed over to the Court Table in Zagreb on 6 January 1925. All
documents and materials in the case against Dr Macek and others were handed over to the State
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Prosecutor's Office in Zagreb, as was the complaint against Stjepan Radi¢. In Stubica, Vladimir
Radi¢, Radi¢'s son, was arrested on 6 January 1925 and his whereabouts are unknown. Peasants
from surrounding villages wanted to prevent the assembly of Pribicevi¢'s independent
democrats in Trg kraj Ozlja on 6 January 1925. The police wanted to prevent the peasants from
coming, but they were pushed toward the Kupa. Then the police used weapons and killed one
peasant, seriously or slightly wounding several peasants. According to information from the
“most reliable source,” the government found “several dark characters” who for money took on
the task of accusing some persons from the HRSS leadership of offering them money to “kill
some Serbian politicians.” Throughout Lika, pursuant to the Obznana against the HRSS,
“massive arrests” were carried out and terrible terror reigned in the villages. The police in
Subotica arrested 20 people associated with the newspaper Hirlap. The leadership of the
Hungarian party and election candidates were arrested, of whom 15 were released, while the
election candidates were kept in custody. In Zagreb on 6 January 1925, a search was conducted
at Stjepan Kranjcevi¢, member of the main HRSS board, but nothing was found. The court in
Varazdin on 7 January 1925 issued a decision annulling the previously confirmed list of Blaz
Salamun. Another list with carrier parish priest Matica was submitted to the court. Since parish
priest Matica was not an HRSS member, it is expected that the court will confirm that list, just
as it 1s expected that the Ban Court will annul the Court Table’s decision on the annulment of
Blaz Salamun's list. In Medimurje, the authorities began on 7 January 1925 dismissing officials
who were HRSS supporters, without pensions, and especially hunting teachers and notaries.
Among other things, district governor Vukovi¢ banned the publication of Medimurski Hrvat,
which was published by Juraj Znidari¢, member of the dissolved HRSS party. The Bulgarian
radical newspaper Radikal commented after the dissolution of the HRSS that “the Croatian
people remain and continue to fight, for they know that victory is closer and more certain the
fiercer the struggle.” Dr Spaho strongly protested against the Obznana over the HRSS “because
the entire Croatian people were thereby placed outside the law. This is actually a
declaration of war on the Croatian people.” The police in Belgrade conducted a search in
the hotel room of National Assembly deputies Rude Bacini¢ and Pavle Radi¢ in the Petrograd
hotel, but nothing was found.?>

Following the opposition bloc session in Belgrade, a letter was sent to the President of
the National Assembly. It was emphasized that during the arrest of HRSS leaders, the immunity
of National Assembly deputies had been violated, against which they protested most
energetically. A proposal was made for the elections that the Croatian Community should put
forward joint lists, with HRSS candidates on them. It was stressed that the then-government
from the beginning of the election campaign “trampled all constitutional and legal guarantees
of unimpeded expression of the people's will at the polling stations. Acts of violence and
lawlessness followed one after another: as if a state of emergency had been declared over the
country.” It was particularly emphasized that the Obznana against the HRSS was a brutal abuse
of the state protection law and “a monstrous high treason trial is looming” because the
“dissolution of a great party that gathered around half a million voters in the previous elections”
was underway. The letter was signed by Davidovi¢, KoroSec, Spaho, Pavle Radi¢, and Nastas
Petrovi¢. >

In Daruvar, searches were conducted up to 7 January 1925 “at county HRSS
organization president Mr Klasi¢ and many ‘harmless’ Croats.” At the bank, they conducted a
search at bank clerk Egon Lovinc¢i¢, who was otherwise a reserve officer and not an HRSS
member but of the HZ, but that did not bother the police. They even illegally took away his
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Zagreb police issued a public statement on 8 January 1925 stating that immediately after
the fall of the Davidovié government®® they had placed the Croatian Peasant House building
in Zagreb under the strictest surveillance. They discovered that Radic's family was in Zagreb,
and “HRSS leaders were coming to the house building, so it was concluded they were holding
conferences with Mr Radi¢.” In Zagreb on 8 January, lawyers Josip Kosuti¢, Ivan Lorkovi¢,
and Rikard Fleger were arrested and escorted under heavy guard to the district office in Stubica.
Arrested Radi¢'s son Vladimir Radi¢ was brought from Stubica to Zagreb police on 7 January
1925. 1t was explained that he was suspected of going to Stubica after his “father's arrest to seek
connections with the HRSS organization.” Stjepan Radi¢ was interrogated at the Court Table
in Zagreb on 8 January 1925. The accused HRSS leaders appointed Dr Ante Trumbi¢ as their
defense counsel. Dr Adolf Ursi¢, lawyer and editor of the weekly Hrvatsko jedinstvo, received
on 8 January 1925 from the Varazdin gendarmerie commission a decision “by which, in view
of the Obznana, the further publication of the weekly Hrvatsko Jedinstvo is suspended.” The
court in Varazdin also annulled the second list with carrier parish priest Matica, although he
was not an HRSS member. In Kostajnica, searches were also conducted in the homes of
prominent Croats, such as at Sokol elder Dr Josip Masek and others. Interestingly, the leader of
those searches was “Zarko Dragojlovié, county veterinarian and Orjuna president.” Large
searches were conducted in Senj, led by district governor Mraovi¢, who “broke into the city
municipality building and dispersed all deputies, dissolved the council, and appointed physician
Pavesi¢ as commissioner,” while one gendarme was detained “for shouting ‘Long live Radi¢’.”
In Petrovaradin, 8 HRSS supporters were arrested by 8 January 1925 and taken to the district
office in Ruma. Unsuccessful searches were also conducted in Ljubljana, and “in Gornja
Radgona, republican Roman Bende was arrested because he submitted a candidate list for the
Maribor district.” An unsuccessful search was conducted in Drni§ at National Assembly deputy
Marko Goreta, but the police arrested him and took him with 16 HRSS supporters to Drni$
prison. In Drni§, the Croatian Peter’s Field Reading Room [Hrvatska petropoljska Citaonica]
was also closed because it had lent premises to the HRSS. In Novska and surroundings,
prominent people were arrested. National Assembly deputy Dragutin Kovacevi¢ ended up in
prison with other HRSS supporters. A number of Koprivnica residents were arrested and
interned in the night of 8 January 1925. In Nova Gradiska, a search was conducted at Dr Koch,
president of the Croatian Sokol, without results, but all HRSS presidents in the Novigrad district
received 14 days in prison, justified because they were stubborn in arrangements. Police
conducted a search on 8 January 1925 at writer Miroslav Krleza, editor of KnjiZzevha
republika, but found nothing. After the government session in Belgrade on 8 January 1925,
Interior Minister Maksimovi¢ gave “Zagreb police the directive to continue arresting HRSS
members, and if they find good grounds, to act against the ‘Croatian Community’ as well.”
From 7 January 1925 in Belgrade it was known “that the alleged letter from Todor Aleksandrov
to Mr Radi¢ was a forgery.” That letter had been known to the government two years earlier,
“and it was composed by one radical deputy from Southern Serbia.” This was testified by some
student from “Southern Serbia.” The arrested leadership of the Hungarian party in Subotica was
released on 8 January 1925, and six were handed over to the court, including Hirlap editor
Karlo Havasz.>"!

In Privlaka on 6 January 1925, a search was conducted at peasants Marijan Penli¢ and
Adam Juri¢, where a BozZi¢nica calendar from 1913 and the law on the electability of National
Assembly deputies were seized.>*?

300 It was on 6 November 1924.
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Three city officials were dismissed from service in Virovitica on 8 January 1925 without
reason. They were Josip Majtani¢, city notary and former city municipality manager, Vjekoslav
Filipovi¢, and Ante E¢er>®

The government undertook a series of illegal and violent measures to secure a majority
in the 8 February 1925 elections, but the Hrvatski list editorial office considered the most
barbaric the offer to arrested HRSS members in Vojvodina that they would be released if they
stated they had not signed the HRSS electoral list.3**

The HRSS electoral list in Subotica was duly submitted to the court table on 7 January
1925. However, the police demanded that the list be brought to them, which was done by
“referent, Serb Gabri¢.” After that, the police “persecuted the signatories, forcing them with
threats and beatings to withdraw their signatures.” Some succumbed “to that bandit terror,” and
since the list proposers were in prison, they could not complete the list.%

Hrvatski list received an extensive letter from Backa Palanka, dated 6 January 1925,
describing various regime violence in Vojvodina. It was stated that vandalism exceeded all
measure and that “a man is no longer safe for his life or property, and there are no protests, one
cannot complain to anyone unless he wants to be swallowed by the darkness.” According to the
correspondent, this had lasted for years, “but the last and this year were even more terrible,
because today they have risen against the entire people who do not breathe radically.”
Thus, the district governor deputy in Backa Palanka, Kargoti¢, “with police and revolver in
pocket, and club in hand,” went around Backa Palanka and surrounding places, threatening and
beating “forcing” people to vote for Radicals in the elections. The letter detailed several such
cases, as well as Kargotié's corruptibility.3%

Dr Majcen and five other arrested Donji Miholjac residents were sentenced to 5 days in
prison, and on 9 January 1925 they were interrogated at the district court, while it was planned
that on 10 January 1925 they would be sent to the Osijek court table prison.3®’

In Nasice, on the eve of Epiphany, Gj. Simi¢, Stj. Hripko, and Dragan Pavosevi¢ were
arrested as leading figures of the local HRSS. They took away their “beautifully embroidered
Croatian tricolour.” After one day they were released, but told “they would be responsible if
anything happens.”3%

Searches were conducted in Cepin on 4 January 1925, at Andrija Toth's, secretary of the
local HRSS, and Mr Ivanovic's, treasurer of the local HRSS, where electoral lists and old
newspapers were confiscated from them. A search was carried out at Alojz Kralih's, president
of the local HRSS, on 6 January 1925, and a Croatian flag was seized. Rifles were taken from
all of them, although they possessed weapons permits.3%

In Sarajevo, the District Court refused to certify the electoral list headed by Gjuro
Djakovi¢, a former communist national representative. The police additionally arrested five
individuals who had submitted the list, and three more citizens were detained, while Djakovi¢
was unavailable.?'
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In Virovitica, on 8 January 1925, Josip Polovi¢, president of the local HRSS
organization, along with councilors Sisler, a mason, Sisler, a farmer, and Markovi¢, were
arrested, while 15 peasants were brought in from surrounding Vlllages.311

In Banja Luka, “the police broke into almost all Croatian homes. They even confiscated
dictionaries. HRSS secretaries Komarica and Viktor Guti¢ were arrested but released after
lengthy interrogations.”!?

Subotica police arrested law student Pota, an HRSS member in Subotica, on 8 January
1925, charging him with political offenses under the Obznana. Five more peasants were
arrested, and the investigating judge released one after questioning.3!?

Hrvatski list on 11 January 1925, continued reporting on the implementation of the
Obznana against the HRSS. It stated that in Veliko Trgovisce, the president of the county HRSS
organization was arrested, while all municipal committees around Klanjec were dissolved.
National representative and HRSS vice-president Karlo Kovacdevi¢ was released in Zagreb on
10 January. Also on the same day, Vladimir (Vlatko) Radi¢, son of Stjepan Radi¢, was released.
No items were found during searches of HRSS supporters in Ogulin, but Josip Zrno, president
of the organization in Zagorje, and Ladislav Sviben, president of the organization in Ogulin and
chief editor of the banned newspaper Hrvatski seljak, were still arrested. Throughout Dalmatia,
“arrests, searches, and newspaper suspensions’ were carried out. Editors along with other
editorial members were arrested. By 10 January 1925, the state prosecutor's office received Dr
Brki¢, president of HZ, Dr Buli¢, former HZ president, Dr Cuzzi, member of the local HRSS
board, Dr Sokol, president of the local HRSS, Pavo Britvi¢ and Vinko Bogdan, HRSS officials
in Sinj, Stipo Kastelan, parish priest in Gata, and Don Lujo Klari¢, parish priest in Blato. In
addition to several peasants from the Sibenik area, Miho Jerini¢, editor of Dalmatinski Hrvat,
and merchant PerCec were arrested. In Imotski, Dr Mile Vukovi¢ was arrested. Searches were
also conducted in Omi3>!*

Starting from 3 January 1925, police in the Mitrovica and Sid districts continued daily
searches at the homes of prominent Croats in accordance with the Obznana against the HRSS.
Searches were conducted at Dr Lon&arevié's, an electoral candidate, Luka Svajberié's, president
of the local HRSS, Fridrich Foitin's, a carpenter, Kozmanovié's, a farmer, Sinjor's, a farmer,
Wagner's, a philosopher, and Ivan Juketic's, secretary of the HRSS organization. All searches
were fruitless >!°

Up to 9 January 1925, acting in accordance with the Obznana against the HRSS, Ivan
Pintari¢ from Orahovica and Mandi¢ from Duzluk were detained in Orahovica, while searches
continue at the homes of some HRSS supporters.>!¢

On the basis of the Obznana, in the Sarajevo county up to 10 January 1925, “court clerk
Ivan Voki¢, whose name appears on the list of Radi¢'s party as box keeper, was dismissed from
service. He submitted a complaint to the state council regarding the unjustified dismissal from
service.”*!”

The proceedings under the Obznana against the HRSS were completed in Mostar by 10
January 1925. After numerous searches, several individuals were sentenced to prison: Dr BariSa
Smoljan, former national representative, for 10 days; Nikola Precca, HRSS list candidate, for 8
days; Dervi§ Hadzioman, HRSS list candidate for 8 days, and Dr Rade Smoljan, HRSS list
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candidate, for 5 days in prison. In addition, throughout Herzegovina, “arrests of several
prominent HRSS supporters were carried out, especially in Ljubinje, Ljubuski, Nevesinje, and
Konjic.”?1®

All municipal councilors in Orahovica, Croats by nationality, nine in total, received a
decision on 9 January 1925 that they had been dissolved. Some were HZ members, others
independent councilors. In contrast, nine Serbian councilors remained members of the
municipal council. This undermines Interior Minister Maksimovi¢'s statement that the
Obznana was not aimed at the Croatian people, but only at the HRSS."

State-builders accused Radi¢ and the HRSS of defeatism and anti-militarist propaganda
in the army. However, after the announcement in Narodne novine on 7 January 1925, which
ordered the pursuit of 87 military deserters from the Klasi¢ municipality in the Glina county —
all Serbs — an unsigned author in Hrvatski list on 11 January 1925 asks who is responsible for
Serbs not wanting to serve in the army and sarcastically adds whether Radi¢ and the HRSS will
be charged for that.>?°

In Lacurak in Syrmia, “Milan Mladenovi¢, who is responsible for countless punishable
acts (...) organized bands to terrorize Germans, HRSS supporters.”?!

Nikola Matijevi¢ had worked in Nova Kapela for a full 15 years up to 9 January 1925
as a municipal clerk. He worked to the satisfaction of the people and his superiors. However,
he was dismissed without stating a reason.>??

It has already been described that some Croats in Donji Miholjac were arrested, and
Hrvatski list on 11 January 1925 states that on 10 January 1925, Dr Ivan Majcen, a lawyer's
clerk, and peasants Adam Torjanac, Lovro Staklenac, Ziga Azeni¢, Stjepan Lebinac, Jozo
Bockovac, Mato Matasi¢, and Lovro Zvocak were handed over to the State Prosecutor's Office
in Osijek.**

In Hrvatski list on 11 January 1925, under the title Telefonske vijesti” [Telephone
News], several cases of brutal searches, mistreatment, and arrests are again reported. Thus,
HRSS supporters arrested in Petrovaradin on 10 January 1925 were handed over to the Novi
Sad District Court for further proceedings. Rector of the University of Zagreb Dr Ladislav Poli¢
provided a legal interpretation in Zagreb’s Hrvat, “in which he challenges the decision of the
Varazdin Court Table to annul the HRSS lists.” According to him, that decision exceeds the
jurisdiction of the judicial authorities altogether, and once certified, the lists must be valid and
cannot be annulled further. The Belgrade government sent a statement to the foreign press on
10 January 1925 “stating that many arrests resulted from the abuse by police organs, as the
government issued orders only for the arrest of prominent HRSS members.” This was an
obvious retreat by the then-government, but only towards the foreign public. In Sisak, by 10
January 1925, 28 HRSS presidents and officials arrested in Sisak and surroundings were in
prison. They were tried for 14 to 30 days in prison and fines of 250 to 500 dinars each. Peasants
arrested in Kustosija and brought to Zagreb will be released on 11 January 1925. From Sibenik,
it was reported on 10 January 1925 that the Croatian Club there had been closed, and among
the first names on its list was that of the then “Royal Minister Dr Mate Drinkovi¢.” Although
there was great discontent against Pribicevi¢ at the government session on 10 January 1925, he
and Pasi¢, along with the war minister and police minister, were preparing new regulations for
arresting HRSS supporters 324
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In Negotin on 10 January 1925, the archive of the Democratic Party's club was seized,
and "all Doka Popovi¢'s organizations in the county district were dismantled" to create the
impression that the Obznana's provisions had been extended to that party as well 3%

Hrvatski list was published on 12 January 1925 as another special edition containing the
report from the meeting of the Council of the Croatian Community held on 12 January 1925 in
Zagreb. A public statement was issued from the meeting. It particularly emphasizes protesting
against the violent and unfounded dissolution of the HRSS, which is not based on any law,
not even the one on state protection. This referred to the famous Obznana of 29 December
1920 and the Law on the Protection of Public Safety and Order in the State, adopted on 2 August
1921.32° Their real goal was not the alleged Bolshevism of the HRSS, but rather removing that
party from the upcoming electoral process, as it had received plebiscitary support from the
Croatian people in previous elections. The Croatian Community recommended unity of the
Croatian people in that statement, and it did so on behalf of the HRSS as well, since it “accepted
it before being dissolved by the police.” At the end of the statement, the Croatian people were
urged to persist “unyieldingly in their legal struggle,” and they would “achieve victory of all
their rights.”3%’

The Croatian Community's electoral list, sent from Zagreb to Varazdin on 11 January
1925, was seized by the police after they learned of it; they broke into Dr UrSi¢'s apartment and
took the list.3?®

Dr Ante Adzija, national representative and former public notary in Grubisno Polje, was
arrested and brought to the police prison in Zagreb on 12 January 1925.3%

Stjepan Canadi¢ from Baranjsko Petrovo Selo ran a small store in the village. A few
days after the Obznana against the HRSS was announced, “without any reason, the village
mayor came to his wife, took the trade license, and issued an order to close the store
immediately.” Canadi¢ had received no explanation for this violent act by 10 January 1925.
The municipal clerk orally told him that as a Radié¢ supporter, he could not run any business.
Additionally, he and several other peasants in Baranjsko Petrovo Selo were told to report to the
gendarmerie station three times a day and were forbidden from leaving the village >

Under the Obznana, in Novska, Nikola Ovanin, HRSS national representative, Dragutin
Herceg, president of the county HRSS organization, Stjepan Bali¢, secretary of the county
HRSS organization, and one more peasant from Novska were detained. After serving six days
in custody, they were brought to PoZega on 12 January 1925 and handed over to the custody of
the court table **!

Zagreb police appealed to the court table on 12 January 1925 to annul the HRSS
candidate lists for Zagreb county, which the court refused. >
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In Pozega on 13 January 1925, searches continued at the homes of these HRSS and HZ
supporters: Teodor Fili¢, pharmacist, Milan Nik$i¢, mechanical engineer, Dr Leon Cirakija,
lawyer, Filipovi¢, landowner, Hrvojevi¢, clerk, Milinkovi¢, city secretary. The justification was
that they were either HRSS or HZ supporters. A search was also conducted at Armin Kohn's, a
landowner, because he was secretary of the Sokol Equastrian Club and a HZ member.>*?

A HZ supporter clerk from Bjelovar wrote to Hrvatski list on 11 January 1925 about
how on 10 January 1925, a peasant from Severin was traveling for business to Bjelovar. He was
walking the village road and was stopped by a gendarme patrol from Bjelovar before the village
of Novoseljani. They demanded all his documents and questioned his intent to go to Bjelovar.
Finally, they objected why he wasn't taking the main road, and he replied it was shorter that
way, and they barely let him go. The letter notes that such patrols are set up around Bjelovar
because “Mr Wilder held a meeting of his faithful in Bjelovar that day, so the gendarmes had
to occupy all roads into the city to prevent peasants from coming.”3*

In Hrvatski list on 13 January 1925, under the title “»Izborni« glasnik” [Election
Herald], several more government activities under the Obznana against the HRSS were
reported, all related to elections, so the Hrvatski list editorial team evidently decided on the title
“»Izborni« glasnik”. Thus, innkeeper Jozo Svab in Lipovljani had his innkeeper license revoked
and the inn sealed, while he was arrested because he was “elder of the Croatian Sokol in
Lipovljani.” The Hrvatski list editorial office in Osijek reported the following: “We learn from
the most reliable source that certain district heads are ordering all municipalities and
gendarme stations to immediately report which residents — theirs, of course — need
military weapons, which will then be distributed to them.” In Dakovo on 11 January 1925,
citizens were called by drum to hand over weapons. Of course, this did not apply to "organized
Radicals." In Dakovo, merchant Ante Pavli¢i¢ was arrested, although nothing was found at his
place. On the order of the district headquarters in Purdevac, a search was conducted on 11
January 1925 at the homes of Misko Kolar and Ivan Pinturch in Podravske Sesvete. The search
was carried out by gendarmes from Pitomaca. In Retkovci on 11 January 1925, “gendarmes
conducted a strict search at Nikola Amlerinac's, president of the HRSS organization, and at
merchant Ivan IStokovic's.” About 150 Bozic¢nica calendars and some Slobodni dom newspapers
were seized. After that, searches were conducted in Perkovci at Sime Debeli¢'s and Mate
Nedeljkovi¢'s. On 8 January 1925, in front of Mijo Birti¢'s house in Gorjani, gendarmes waited
for his neighbours to leave him, then searched their homes, and returned to Birti¢'s. They found
nothing but took him into custody solely because he was the local HRSS president. The next
morning, they sent Josip Sain to the district court due to his HRSS connections. Prominent
inhabitants of Budrovci, Marko Budrovac and Fabac Rucevi¢ were arrested on 9 January 1925
without anyone knowing why 3%

On the request of the Grand Prefect of the Sarajevo region, on 11 January 1925 the
president of the Supreme Court suspended three Croatian judges on the grounds that they were
HRSS members.**

City constable Doki¢ in Osijek attacked carpenter's assistant Viktor Penkula without any
reason on Siroka Street on 11 January 1925. He took him to the Lower Town police station,
abusing him along the way, and to justify his actions to the public, shouted that he was a
Bolshevik, Radi¢ supporter, and thief. He was held in custody for one day and then released,
but “so badly beaten that he could not get out of bed.”**’
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Under the title “Telefonske vijesti” [Telephone News], among other things, it was
reported that eight HRSS supporters from Petrovaradin were released from Novi Sad prison on
13 January 1925; that the court table in Split on 12 January 1925 confirmed investigative
detention against Mr Sokol, HRSS president, due to a meeting in Solin; that Radicals killed the
local Democratic Party leader, merchant Milutinovi¢, in Krusevac on 12 January 192533

In Sarajevo, Dr Dragutin Turkovi¢, senior advisor at the district court, and judge Stjepan
Jeli¢i¢ were suspended by telegraphic order from Belgrade. The reason was connected to the
Obznana against the HRSS. Dr Turkovi¢ was described as “an ardent patriot and Croat,” who
during the war had helped Serbs in several investigations to save them “from persecution by
Austrian authorities,” exposing himself to dangers, which the authorities did not take into
account.®®

Under the title “»Izborni« glasnik” [Election Herald], Hrvatski list of 14 January 1925
published the following: In the Slatina district on 6 January 1925, gendarmes conducted
searches in the village of Miljevci but found nothing, yet arrested Pera Tuljak, local HRSS
president, and “bound and mercilessly beating him” drove him to the station in Nova Bukovica,
where the district chief sentenced him to 8 days in prison without explanation. Searches for
“certain anti-state books and documents” were carried out across Syrmia. Thus, on Orthodox
Christmas, 7 January 1925, “a mob of drunken people led by Milan, Vojo, and Rade Cizmié
went through the village of Bingula, and with music and wild shouts, smashed windows in
Croatian, Slovak, Hungarian, and German houses, tore out window frames, and shot at houses.”
Forty-three houses were damaged, with estimated losses of 30,000 dinars. In addition, Andrija
Durik from Bingula was beaten. Radicals in neighbouring Erdevik threatened to do the same
there. From Pozega came information on 13 January 1925 that HRSS national representative
Nikola Ovanin and comrades, brought from Novska, had been released. Recognition is given
to independent judges. Police inspector Markovi¢ appointed a new detective in Pozega, who on
the first night detained Ivan Franji¢, Lovrekovi¢'s district candidate, some royal lieutenant, and
a state detective, “all because of a night disturbance.” The detective was immediately dismissed
for his “Bolshevik and Radi¢-style understanding of his service.” The head of the railway
station in Beli Manastir, Josip Zagar, who spoke only German during the Austro-Hungarian
Monarchy, converted to Orthodoxy after the war and began mistreating his subordinates. He
dismissed many from service and is protected “by good connections with a traffic department
chief.” He is also known for not allowing, as station chief in Nova Kapela during a Croatian
Sokol celebration, a train to depart with a Croatian flag flying >*

Under the sarcastic title “PP rezim nastavlja jaCanjem hrvatskih redova” [PP regime
Continues by Strengthening Croatian Ranks], Hrvatski list on 14 January 1925 reported, among
other things, that the HZ organization vice-president was arrested in Varazdin and taken into
custody, that national representative and HRSS leadership member Filip Laku$ was arrested in
Ivani¢ Grad on 13 January 1925, that strong terror of the then-government prevailed in Velika
Gorica, but despite that, Pribiéevi¢'s independent democrats suffered fiasco everywhere.>*!

The municipal council in Nova Gradiska was dissolved again. Grand Prefect Perkovic
issued decisions to twelve councilors elected on the Croatian Community list, barring them
from municipal council elections for three years, without any explanation. Gavro Lazi¢ was
appointed commissioner, marking the sixth year that Nova Gradiska had no lawful
representation. In the editorial of Obzor on 13 January 1925, it was stated “that the Obznana
against the HRSS was a death sentence for this government, one violent and reckless act.” In
Zagreb, Josip Djeli¢, treasurer of the Croatian Peasant Cooperatives, was arrested on 13 January
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1925 but released after interrogation. In Zagreb political circles, it was considered legally
impossible to revoke voting rights, and even less possible to annul entire lists, as applying the
Obznana to the HRSS could not affect any candidate lists.>*?

Hrvatski list on 15 January 1925 published an article titled “Dva velika politicka
dogadaja” [Two Major Political Events]. The first was the Zagreb Court Table's decision
annulling the Ministerial Council's ruling on applying the state protection law to the
HRSS, and the second was the Resolution of the Croatian Community Council from 12 January
1925. This resolution informed the public that the Croatian Community was authorized to
speak on behalf of the HRSS while it was under the Obznana, as the HZ had accepted the
HRSS before it was dissolved by police. They would thus jointly participate in the 8 February
1925 elections.**

On 6 January 1925, twelve peasants from Otok were imprisoned in Vinkovci county
prison for 14 days because they brought horses for inspection to Privlaka instead of Otok. They
were released on 13 January 1925 without serving the full sentence. It was speculated they
agreed to vote for Radicals at the elections, hence the early release. A search was conducted on
12 January 1925 at city senator Dr Josip Fulanovi¢'s in Vinkovci, without results, like the
previous ten searches.>**

In Nova Kapela, escaped convict Stevo Benkovi¢ killed one gendarme and wounded
another; authorities blamed Radi¢ supporters. Gendarmes then detained over 30 people, beat
them in the municipal prison, and took them to Nova Gradiska prison. Nineteen-year-old Blaz
Mataci¢ suffered the worst treatment. After his father complained to the captain, who ordered
an investigation, gendarme sergeant Mom¢ilovi¢ ordered him jailed again, abused him further,
and sent him to county prison, where he remained on 12 January 1925, on grounds that he —
can you imagine it — “cursed God.”**

On 10 January 1925, gendarmes brutally beat 65-year-old Josip Jakovac, local HRSS
president, in Punitovci, with corporal Congié particularly involved. Searches were also
conducted at Valentin Suvali¢, Fabe Poljarevi¢, and merchant Kraljek, where an American flag
was seized. All were arrested and sent to Pakovo. On 13 January 1925, the municipal clerk in
Sveti Durad broke into the Croatian Peasant Reading Room with gendarmes, confiscating all
books and newspapers. In Retkovei, student Sima Begovi¢ was arrested for allegedly inciting
people to beat forester Brki¢, who neglected the forest to campaign for Pribiéevié in villages.>*®

National representative Rudo Bacini¢ was arrested in Belgrade on 14 January 1925 at
the request of the Split State Prosecutor's Office and sent to Split. Filip Lakus, former national
representative and HRSS list candidate for the Virovitica district, was brought to Virovitica on
14 January 1925 because he held a meeting there on the day the Obznana was announced,
unaware it had come into force. On 14 January 1925, many HRSS supporters from Knin and
Promina were still imprisoned in Knin. A large number of Zagreb youths were arrested on
charges of plotting an assassination against Pribi¢evi¢. Although nothing was proven against
them, all were sentenced to 10-14 days in prison, while Petar Kurti¢ and Marko Ozani¢
received 10-year expulsions from Zagreb. HRSS treasurer in Zagreb Serif Kosmié was arrested
“because he handled some treasury duties after the HRSS dissolution.” In the Tikves district,
Nastas Petrovic's electoral list was rejected. Over 1,000 people had been arrested there by 14
January 1925. The district chief threatened “that anyone working for Nastas Petrovi¢ would be
declared a Macedonian activist and shot.” Orjuna members attacked Sokol Equastrian Club
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member Belak near the café Narodna kavana in Zagreb on 14 January 1925, inflicting
multiple head wounds; police arrested the attacker only after public intervention. 34’

Merchant Ante Pavlici¢, arrested in Dakovo on 9 January 1925 under the Obznana
against HRSS, was sentenced by the district authority to 8 days in prison for being an HRSS
supporter and handed over to the district court on communism charges.>*®

The SuSak district governor Mr Sréan summoned municipal clerks, foresters, and
innkeepers, ordering them to campaign for the PP regime or lose their jobs and innkeeping
concessions. SusSak was the only city in Primorje still having its municipal council. Searches
and house raids were conducted in Primorje under the Obznana against HRSS, but nothing was
found anywhere.>*

In Ivankovo on 14 January 1925, following complaints by Mate Benkovi¢ and Josip
Kulm, Puka Kurdipi¢, M. Benkovié¢ Sr, Antun Jankovié, Zivko Kockarevi¢, Josip Antolovid,
Kuzma Kockarevi¢, Ivan Klaji¢, and Marko Bari§i¢ were detained and taken to Vinkovci for
complaining about former minister Popovi¢ at a meeting.>>*

In Krndija on 14 January 1925, gendarmes arrested five peasants, including Johan
Henzlmann, deputy district candidate for Sombor district. After beating them, four were
released, but the injured Henzlmann was carted to Dakovo. National representative Nikola
Ovanin was released from Pozega custody on 14 January 1925 after questioning. The Croatian
Workers' Cooperative in Dubrovnik, existing for 40 years, was closed on 14 January 1925 for
engaging in HRSS politics. Its seized property was valued at one million dinars.>*!

Municipal clerk Ivan Sajatovi¢ in Nova Gradiska was suspended on 15 January 1925 by
telephone order from Pozega; Jasa Milojevi¢, described as a thug, was appointed. In Nova
Kapela, clerk Ivan Ceri¢ was suspended on 15 January 1925 without explanation, a few days
after clerk 1. Matijevi¢'s dismissal.>>?

On 15 January, the last Croatian officials in Zagreb police, Stjepan Vukovac and Dr
Babi¢, were removed and transferred to Karlovac district, while Dr Vragovi¢ went to Zagreb.3*?

HRSS and HZ electoral lists were certified everywhere in Zagreb, but in Vojvodina only
in Velika Kikinda and Sombor.3>*
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A Hrvatski list correspondent from Subotica, signing as Zagorac, sent an extensive
article on 18 January 1925 titled “Suboticki okruzni sud je ve¢ unaprijed osudio gosp. Radi¢a i
cijeli hrvatski narod” [ The Subotica District Court Has Already Convicted Mr Radi¢ and the
Entire Croatian People in Advance]. It noted that Stevan Pavlovié, former judge in BiH, was
appointed president of the Subotica District Court, who then changed “court stamps and forms
from Latin to Cyrillic.” Zagorac described the illegal procedure in certifying the HRSS list,
submitted on 31 December 1924 but annulled only on 14 January 1925 — law required action
within 24 hours. Police detained 140 signatories and began imprisoning (with beatings) those
admitting they signed. Seeing this, others denied signing, enabling forgery charges against the
proposers. On that basis, the court issued a decision rejecting the electoral list headed by
Stjepan Radi¢. The justification given was the Obznana issued against the HRSS, its
dissolution, and the prohibition of its activities.>*’

Under the Obznana, three Slovaks also fell victim. Mid-January 1925, they were
traveling by cart from Kukujevac station toward home. In Bingula village, armed Vasa Nedi¢
blocked their cart, preventing passage. They begged him to move, but he delayed, cursing them
with “Radi¢'s mother.” He eventually let them go. They filed a criminal complaint. It was
concluded: “Local Slovaks face terrible terror from Radicals to prevent voting for Dr
Magéek's list.”*>®

At the session held on 21 January 1925, the Supreme Court in Sarajevo annulled the
suspension of judges deprived of liberty under the Obznana against the HRSS: Dr Turkovi¢,
Dr Jeli¢i¢, Dr Vilfan, and Dr Pilipovié¢.>*

In connection with the Obznana against the HRSS, searches were conducted in
Zavidoviéi at prominent Croats' homes, including local committee president Hafiz Hasan
Odzeki¢, but without results. Radicals in Zenica also ordered searches at Zenica Croats' homes.
Although nothing was found, Jozo Stark, Pavo Kolar, and Bosko Coban¢i¢ were imprisoned.
Even the Zenica mining administration acted “on orders from radical councils,” dismissing
three Croatian workers — Jozo Stark, Ivo Tomas, and Grga Obdalja — without reason.>*

Under the title “Slavonija pod Obznanom” [Slavonia under the Obznana], it was
reported that a search was conducted in Petrovaradin on 22 January 1925. Citizens hung
Bozicnica calendars on backyard doors, which police clerk Anoj¢i¢ and police easily collected.
Clerk Frani¢ arrested 14 people in Tovarnik on 18 January 1925, including one woman.
He forced them to sign they would not vote or would vote for Pasi¢. When peasants refused, he
took them to Sid district; as they boarded the cart, “they cheered for Radi¢ and Croatia and sang
patriotic songs, joined by all men and women in the village.” Retkovci clerk Alkovi¢ was
suspended. In Voéin, over a hundred locals were struck from lists and lost voting rights.
Sikirevci hunters joined the Radicals to save their rifles but promised to vote HRSS anyway.
Punitovci local HRSS committee members Jozo Jakovac, Valentin Suvali¢, and Fabo Poljarevi¢
were sentenced in Pakovo on 22 January 1925 to three days each “for Bolshevism.” In
Ivankovo, the municipal commissioner threatened police and foresters with job loss if they did
not join Radicals. Bizovac municipal commissioner sentenced peasant Ivan Mihaljevi¢ to two
days for being a Hrvaiski list correspondent.®!

Vukovar merchant and local HRSS secretary Puro Lovri¢, arrested the day after the
Obznana and held in Vukovar county court custody, was transferred on 28 January 1925 to the
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Osijek Court Table prison. The local HRSS president, arrested with him, was to be brought to
Osijek but remained in Vukovar due to serious illness. ¢

In Modrus-Rijeka county, after the Obznana, 25 agrarian supporters were imprisoned
by 29 January 1925, including the Veliun organization president.>®?

The Bara municipal council was dissolved on 28 January 1925 by Pero Stanisavljevi¢ —
Carug, uncle of criminal Jova. He was implementing the Obznana “as harshly as possible.”3%*

In late January 1925 in Podravska Moslavina, gendarmes tried to arrest peasant Ivan
Andrasevi¢ for being a republican. He wasn't home, so they slapped his wife and beat two
horses in the stable with pitchforks — so severely, presumably under the Obznana — that
both died.’®

In Cadavica, treasurer Matija Mate§i¢ was arrested immediately after the Obznana.
Osijek court released him, but the district head had him rearrested on the train home and
held until at least 2 February 19253

County head Mesterovi¢ in Brod, under the Obznana against HRSS, notified election
committee presidents (appointed by state committee!) Dr Niki¢, Dr Markoti¢, Dr Crnci¢, Dr
Krpan, judicial councilor Hoka, and clerk Laskar on 6 February 1925 that they were relieved
of “poll president duties at polling station (N.).” They will appeal to the state committee.>¢”

Hrvatski list on 7 February 1925 vividly depicts how the PP government imagined
“love, unity, equality, and peace in the Kingdom of SHS.” The illustration shows Croatian
peasants pulling a plow held by a Serbian peasant, flanked by two armed Serbian gendarmes.*®

Judicial clerk Urbiha from Vinkovci was appointed election president for Ivankovo by
the state committee. He began elections on 8 February 1925 at 8 a.m., but around 9 a.m. received
a telegram from district head Lazi¢ ordering gendarmes to immediately drive Urbiha back to
Vinkovci. Urbiha drew up a record of this and continued conducting the elections. Around
noon, the district clerk Zaninovi¢ arrived from Vinkovci, took his seat as clerk, and summoned
the gendarmes, orally ordering them “to force Urbiha out of the polling room.” The
gendarmes entered the polling room with their weapons, but Urbiha told them that they were
not allowed to enter the polling room armed and immediately drew up a record of this. However,
when the commander of the gendarmes ordered them “to use their weapons,” Urbiha stated
that he should be replaced by the officially appointed deputy and left the room. The district
prefect Lazi¢ arrived around 5:30 p.m. and shouted at the municipal commissioner for not
conducting the elections, appointing him as the chairman of the electoral committee. The
conclusion was as follows: “And these are called — lawful elections.”>®

Prominent Vukovar citizens Gréevi¢ and Lovri¢ were released from Osijek prison on 10
February 1925. They served 39 days, arrested as main Vukovar HRSS officials the day after
the Obznana announcement.”
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Police took over Virovitica district court prison supervision, where 17 HRSS supporters
were held. A brawl erupted between the court keykeeper and police; prison yard chickens
belonging to the police sub-station attendant were stolen at night, feathers found “at the ruins
of a house occupied by a policeman.””?

State-founders conducted searches and hunts on “suspicious” Radi¢ supporters across
Sid county, especially Croatian villages Lipovac, Kukujevci, Ilada, Batrovac, Morovié, and
Tovarnik on 5-6 January. They seized only old Danica and Srce Isusovo calendars, as well as
brochures Moral na austrijskom dvoru and Smije kr§¢anin biti socijal-demokrata. Owners were
escorted to prison overcrowded Sid with “our peaceful peasants.” On Epiphany, 14 people from
Tovarnik — including merchant Pukle$a and one fearless Croatian woman — were brought; en
route to custody, peasants on the cart sang “Jos Hrvatska nij' propala” and “Lijepa nasa
domovino” 37

Gendarmes in Krndija arrested parliamentary candidate peasant Ivan Heinzlmann,
“seizing a beautiful Croatian flag,” which they wrapped around him “so the gold-embroidered
coat of arms was on his chest.” They hung Radi¢'s portrait on his back and paraded him through
the village. One arrested man carried Slobodni Dom on a stick, another an American flag. While
beating arrestees with rifle butts and slapping their faces and mouths, gendarmes shouted:
“Here's your republic!” In Gorjani, they slapped Heinzlmann unconscious. Gendarmes
threatened to kill him unless he supported Pasi¢'s German candidate Tédubel. He was sentenced
to 14 days prison.’”

In Bracevci near Dakovo, by 16 January 1925, agrarian Hranislav Udavi¢ was arrested
on Orthodox priest's denunciation and sentenced in Pakovo to 14 days of prison. On “clerk”
Crevar's denunciation, peasant Danilovi¢ was also arrested “for allegedly cursing the king, but
actually because he supported agreement with Croatian brothers” and was handed to Pakovo
court.>7®

MP Jakob Sebeblecher sent Hrvatski list a report from Ruma published 18 January 1925.
Gendarme squad, police sergeant, and guard searched his home, seizing “several books passed
by censorship” and removing an old military memorial from a storage room wall because it
showed former central rulers. They unsuccessfully searched a Croatian Peasant Reading
Room 377

In Vukovar, as of 16 January 1925, it had already been 14 days that “landowner Gréevi¢
and merchant Lovri¢” had been imprisoned, without any trial or reason. After the municipal
council was dissolved and Radical Blagojevi¢ was appointed as mayor, gendarmes in Erdut
conducted several searches at prominent individuals' homes, but without results. They attributed
this to the former notary Vani¢, who had become a Radical supporter and was reporting
individual peasants who seemed suspicious to him.3"®

Blasko S., a Mostar innkeeper whose inn had been closed by the authorities, was at his
friend Pera P.'s inn and exclaimed “Long live Radi¢!”. The detective who was following him
arrested both Blasko and Pera. *”
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Koska’s innkeeper Tomo Kovacevi¢ called Zoronja arranged the transfer of the
conscientious and competent teacher Staza Rukavina, to Rusevo, which is as far as 18 km from
the railway station. In her place, they brought the daughter of a Pribi¢evi¢ supporter barber from
Koska who had only three grades of primary school. 3%

Gendarmes brought Ivan Bacmag, a farmer from Crnac, and Joza Markovi¢, a farmer
from Podravska Moslavina, from Donji Miholjac to the Osijek prison on 17 January 1925. Each
of them had already served 14 days in prison in Donji Miholjac, and they were brought to Osijek
for the State Prosecutor's Office to continue prosecuting them. With them, they brought the flag
of the local HRSS, which was supposed to prove their guilt. For that flag, it was stated that it
had “freely fluttered during the ‘Marko’s protocol 38! 382

The German Party sent a protest to the Minister of Interior of the Kingdom of SHS on
17 January 1925, regarding the prohibition of holding rallies for national representative Dr
Neuner in upper Banat. He then went from house to house, but in one village, the notary drove
him out of the village. When he invoked his civil rights, the notary called the gendarmes to
remove him from the village. Post offices in the Benkovac area received an “order to send all
mail for the HRSS to the Sibenik police.” The police confiscated Miroslav KrleZa's passport on
17 January 1925. In the village of Brezi near Visoko, former minister Dr Behmen, a Muslim
candidate in the elections, was arrested on the order of the grand prefect, but was released on
the intervention of Dr Spaha on 17 January 1925.3%

In Ljubljana, Dr Milovan Zani¢ from Nova Gradiska was arrested on 19 January 1925,
on the order of the local district authority, and was taken into custody. Serif Kosmi¢, treasurer
of the HRSS in Zagreb, was sentenced on 19 January 1925 to 14 days in prison. The Ministry
issued an order on 19 January 1925 to the post office directorate in Zagreb that all notifications,
packages, and telegrams that were supposed to arrive at the Zagreb Court Table from Moscow
be seized and not delivered to the court.*** The arrested Dr Zani¢ had still not been interrogated
in Nova Gradiska by 21 January 1925, and the information was “that the district authority had
already decided to sentence Dr Zanié to 14 days in prison”.*®* A letter arrived from Nova
Gradiska on 15 February 1925 stating that Dr Milovan Zani¢, royal public notary without a
notary office, was again in prison because he was sentenced for the third time on 14 February
1925, again to 14 days, for allegedly behaving provocatively towards the gendarmes who were
conducting a search at the president of the local HRSS organisation, Karl Dienes. It was stated
that this was a lie because there were about ten witnesses, but “none of the authorities want to
interrogate them”. It was also added that, despite Dr Zani¢ being elected as a national
representative, he was being held in prison. For the same offence, the organisation president
Dienes was also sentenced to 14 days in prison.*®® Dr Zani¢ was sentenced in Nova Gradigka
on 4 March 1925 for the fourth time to 14 days in prison.*®’
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Blacksmith Adam Zetovi¢ from Ivankovo was taken by gendarmes to Vinkovci on 17
January 1925 without any known reason. It was also announced by drum throughout the village
that HRSS supporters “must not gather, or they will be most severely punished” .3

In Virovitica, 16 HRSS supporters, including national representative Laku§, were
released from prison on 19 January 1925 3%

Law student Velimir Pakaci was released from custody in Vinkovci on 18 January 1925.
Also, a large number of Croatian peasants from Ivankovo were brought to Vinkovci on 19
January 1925, for whom there was not enough space in the prison. For that reason, some
prisoners were released home, even though they had not served their sentence, thus introducing
the serving of prison sentences in instalments. In Brodanci, peasants Marko Kin and Marko
Arambasi¢ were arrested on 9 January 1925, and by 18 January 1925, they had neither been
tried nor released, which was unlawful >

Mile Smoljanovié, a Serb teacher at the civil school in Plasko, who stated that he
would not vote for the regime list, “was suspended from service and ordered to leave
Plasko” on 20 January 1925 °°!

Hrvatski list of 22 January 1925 tried to encourage the citizenry not to fear the threats
of the then authorities regarding the elections. They were daily receiving complaints from the
citizenry, officials, and peasants, especially from Baranja, that “gendarmes, municipal
officials, and teachers are forcing them to join the so-called ‘state-forming’ parties, so they
have to sign and give their honest word that they will vote for the Radicals or independent
democrats against their conviction and against their conscience”. They therefore cited the
provisions of articles 94 and 95 of the Law on the Election of National Representatives,
according to which such actions were criminal offences. They concluded that the election is
secret, “and those who threatened you will answer before the court and will be punished”.>*

Searches in Trnava were carried out on 15 January 1925 at the president, vice-president,
and secretary of the local HRSS. They found nothing >

In Bakovo, Lovro Papratovi¢, an employee of the district authority, was dismissed from
service without any reason on 20 January 1925. He was one of the most capable officials and
did not stand out politically. Merchant and landowner Franjo Habijanac was arrested in Vrpolje
on 20 January 1925 and taken to Dakovo, with the reason unknown >

Municipal notaries Antun JunaSevié in Stivica and Puro Masi¢ in Stara Gradiska, as
well as Blaz Dani¢, municipal treasurer in Staro Petrovo Selo, were dismissed from service on
19 January 1925. All of them were long-serving officials whose work had no complaints.®*

After Ladislav Gréevi¢ and Puro Lovrié, respected citizens of Vukovar and supporters
of the HRSS, had spent three weeks in custody in Vukovar, it was only on 21 January 1925 that
the Osijek Court Tableheard their case and ordered regular investigative detention for both of
them, after which they were to be brought to Osijek. Their defence lawyer, Dr Hefer, lodged an
appeal against this decision with the Ban’s Court.**¢

According to a letter from Vinkovci, the head of the Vinkovci railway station, Mr
Bingulac, dismissed telegraphist Matanovi¢ and clerical trainee David from work on 21 January
1925. They were reported for cheering for Croatia, Radi¢, and the republic. The letter, among
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other things, says the following: “We have survived more, so we will also survive these various
Bingulacs, who surround themselves with various subordinate stool pigeons,**” for whom this
again comes in handy, because they will thus earn more lucrative and comfortable positions.”*®

According to Hrvatski list of 23 January 1925, “customs permits” were confiscated in
several cases in Mostar, TeSanj, Zavidoviéi, and Tesli¢, as well as some smaller places, without
any reason. The Administrative Court in Sarajevo approved the suspensions of all officials
marked as HRSS supporters.>”

Postmaster Franjo Pelc in Virovitica was dismissed from service on 22 January 1925,
without any reason. Thus, the father of three children was suddenly left without a job.*%

In Sibenik, several arrested youths were sentenced on 22 January 1925 to one month in
prison each for singing Croatian songs. Similarly, the retired Sibenik teacher Karabaji¢ was
sentenced to one month in prison.*’!

Police in Ljubuski imprisoned invalid Ljubomir Micevi¢ solely because he attended an
assembly of the democratic candidate for Herzegovina. He was a volunteer in the First World
War and became an invalid fighting on the Dobruja and Salonika fronts, for which he received
a series of decorations for bravery. Nevertheless, the police beat him in prison, then released
him. After that, he sent a letter to the king “in which he returned all decorations earned for
bravery” 402

Court usher Ivan Ercegovi¢ in Split was denounced for shouting “Long live the
communists!” at an HRSS assembly in Solin and speaking against the “state-forming”
government; he was charged, even before being interrogated, on the order of the Minister of
Justice, “Hungarian hussar” as they called Edo Lukini¢, and dismissed from service. Thus,
Ercegovi¢, who had 23 years of service and seven children, and had never engaged in politics,
was thrown onto the street in the middle of winter with his entire family.**?

Hrvatski list of 24 January 1925 reported that by decision of the regional Grand Prefect
in Osijek, Josip Dujan, city accounting assistant, and Josip Vrtari¢, city tax supervisor, were
dismissed from service. The reason was that Mr Dujan was the representative of the HRSS list,
and Mr Vrtari¢ his deputy. They concluded as follows: “The idea for which people lose their
daily bread must prevail”.**

Mica Kovacevi¢, secretary of the HRSS in Metkovi¢, was arrested on 23 January 1925,
without reason 4%

Dr Spaho, Dr Hrasnica, and Dr Sefkija Behmen appealed on behalf of the JMO
parliamentary club to the king “with a complaint about the terrible electoral violence of the
radical authorities in BiH and Sandzak.” In the complaint, they listed all the major
persecutions and atrocities.**°

In the villages around Virovitica, arrests of people were carried out without reason.
Thus, on 24 January 1925, five peasants were brought from Dugo Selo [Lukacko], including
the president of the local HRSS, Marko Podravac, whom they kept barefoot in the middle of

397 According to: https://jezikoslovac.com/word/jrhf, accessed 12 September 2025: $picl, reg. pejor., is defined as:
informer, spy, police agent, stool pigeon.
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winter for 9 km. From Gradina, they brought four peasants, along with the former notary
Grandavec, chained. They also brought two men from Gazija. Thus, there were a total of 20
imprisoned peasants from the surroundings in Virovitica at that time.*"”

From Retkovci, arrested peasants Mato Purdevi¢, Marko Ambrinac, and Mato
Morgenstern were brought to Vinkovci. They were suspected of shooting at gendarmes. The
peasants were abused in the process, and “Ambrinac was stabbed with a bayonet under the
eye77.408

In Vinkovci, postmaster Franjo Pelc was dismissed from service by telegram on 24
January 1925, without reason.*®”

In Osijek on Saturday, 24 January 1925, there was a party “at the Da¢anin inn (...) where
people danced and sang to gypsy music”. Tailor's assistant Slavko Pe§ was at the party, who
paid the musicians to play “Jo§ Hrvatska nij' propala”, which they did, and all those present
sang the song. However, three patrolmen arrested Pe§ and took him to the station. They abused
him on the way, and he was released from prison on 26 January 1925. Omer Bira imposed two
days in prison and an expulsion order from Osijek within three days, for five years. Incidentally,
Pe§ was born in Osijek, where he was employed.*!

In a letter, S. C., a republican from Mitrovica, reported that at the end of January 1925,
the district authority summoned Valentin Bozanovi¢ and Petar Fradl from Lacarak, HRSS
supporters, via clerk Luci¢. Luci¢ immediately pronounced an eight-day prison sentence on
them, without reason. This was done “on the nod of priest Mladenovi¢ from Lacarak”. At the
end, S. C. added: “There is no mercy for us HRSS supporters, we are persecuted at every
step...”. 4!

Grand Prefect Todorovi¢ toured villages at the end of January 1925, lobbying for votes
for the government representatives in the elections, and even threatened Hungarians in Cakovci
that if they did not do so, they would be “deported across the border by 9 February”.*1?

On 25 January 1925, the post office secretary from Zagreb came to Gar¢in with a decree
dismissing postwoman Katica Modrusan from service and installed a woman he brought from
Zagreb. This procedure caused unease in the village because the dismissed postwoman was
“very professional, diligent, and friendly to everyone”.*13

Hrvatski list of 28 January 1925 reported that railway station officials Bogdan Pavic,
Kornel Koretti, and Petar Findrik were transferred from Osijek “as unreliable and dangerous
elements”. In addition, “several employees were declared unreliable, and certain duties were
prohibited for them”. Further transfers were announced. It was stated that this was done on the
basis of “vile denunciations by various drunks and the worst ‘state-forming’ officials”. The
persecutions were aided by “station chief Weiss — Stjepani¢ just to curry favour with the
Radicals”. It was added that he was drawing up a plan to employ all “anti-state” railwaymen
on election day so they could not go voting, while “state-formers” would be given time off to
all vote *14
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Croatian people!”. Similarly, four railway workers from Vrbova were sentenced to 14 days for
shouting “Long live Radi¢!” at a Lovrekovi¢ list meeting. Furthermore, three men from
Kovacevac were sentenced to 14 days for shouting “Long live the republic!”. Three men from
Nova Kapela were also sentenced to 14 days. All of them were sentenced based solely on the
report, without interrogating witnesses.*'”

Searches at HRSS supporters in Cepin were carried out by 16 gendarmes on 26 January
1925, and on 27 January 1925, four gendarmes arrested the president of the local HRSS, Alojz
Kralek. Peasant from Gradiste Antun (Tuna) Babi¢, HRSS candidate in the elections, was
arrested on 27 January 1925 and brought to the Zupanja district authority. The reason was that
he dared to calmly respond to priest Janji¢ at a public assembly. After celebrating St. Vincent's,
some Croats in Baranja, in a merry state, shouted “Long live Radi¢!” several times. On learning
of this, gendarmes arrested Andrija Mikulin, Stipan Perin, Mato, Nikola, and Adam Bari¢ from
Lug, and after “inhumanly beating them”, released them on 25 January 1925. After that,
peasants from Sumarina — Vinko, Pavo, and Marko Skeledzija, and Sandor Mihajlovi¢ — were
arrested. They beat them and demanded confessions that they had shouted “Down with the
king!” 429

A correspondent of Hrvatski list from Sarajevo reported on 26 January 1925 that
electoral terror in BiH had begun on a large scale. Thus, around forty Croatian Catholic peasants
were arrested and imprisoned in the Travnik area, along with two citizens. They were arrested
solely because copies of Bozicnica or Slobodni dom were found in their homes. When some
serve their sentence, others are brought in their place. Persecutions of non-radical Serbs have
also begun. Chetniks have been activated, trying by fair means or foul to dissuade radical
dissidents from running in the elections. Particular attention is paid to the Travnik district. To
facilitate the planned persecutions, a change was made in the Sarajevo State Prosecutor's Office.
The previous State Prosecutor in Sarajevo, Croat Milan Mihalinovi¢, was transferred to Banja
Luka without reason, and in his place came the notorious Croatophobe Galogaza, who had
distinguished himself with hatred towards Radi¢ supporters.*?!

Within the Sarajevo railway directorate, 16 officials were suspended. Most were
suspended because they were HRSS members.*??

On the night of 29 January 1925 in Cepin, “drunken bands of ‘state-formers’” shot rifles
at the houses of Vilim Hefer, Franjo Klari¢, Antun Kralek, Andrija Jacek, and Ivan
Kreiss. These are methods of pressure by the authorities to prevent people from going to the
polls; fortunately, no one was injured, and it is concluded that such pressures will not work.*?

In Nova Gradiska, Mate Junasevi¢, Ivan Domazet, and Nikola JunaSevi¢ from
Kovacevac were arrested on 28 January 1925 without explanation, and on 29 January 1925 it
was learned that they were arrested for allegedly “singing Croatian songs and cheering for the
republic and Radi¢” ***

Peasant Dubrovi¢ had been in prison in Donji Miholjac for eight days already on 30
January 1925 for allegedly “tearing down some ‘state-forming’ election poster”.*?°

Retired forestry adviser Dragutin Matizovi¢ from Vukovar was served on 30 January
1925 with a “decision of expulsion from Vukovar for three years because he is dangerous to
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the order and peace of the city of Vukovar”. However, as early as 16 December 1924, he had
received a decision on the return of his apartment in the city house and the associated furniture.
All this happened at the instigation of government commissioner Dr Mihailo Vukovi¢, who
threatened him that he was doing all this “BECAUSE YOU ARE OUR POLITICAL
OPPONENT”. It was added how the constitution states “that no citizen can be driven from one
place to another in the country, nor imprisoned in one place”. This was thus also a violation of
the constitution.*?°

Municipal notary Andrija Vidakovi¢ in Tordinci was dismissed on 27 January 1925
“from service and salary” because he was falsely accused of being the president of the local
HRSS.*7

Dr Tomljenovi¢, former Ban, sent a telegram to the king on 31 January 1925
describing an incident that happened to him in Krimeja in Primorje. He was supposed to hold a
meeting there, which he had duly reported to the police, but the police broke into the closed
premises and beat Tomljenovié so badly that he barely survived.**®

Mayor Kuci¢ in SuSak was dismissed on 31 January 1925 solely because he was a
supporter of Mr Davidovié.*?

In Kosovska Mitrovica, national representative Atif Ahmetovi¢, member of the finance
committee, was arrested for the second time on 31 January 1925 and taken to Novi Pazar.*°

Dzemijet leader Ferad beg Draga was arrested in Belgrade on 31 January 1925 on the
order of the Mitrovica district chief. The reason given was his alleged ties to Kachaks.*!

Nastas Petrovi¢ was supposed to hold a rally on 31 January 1925, but Radicals occupied
all entrances to the town and did not let him enter. At the same time, they dispersed his
supporters.**

Ljuba Davidovi¢ gave the following statement about Zagreb in Belgrade on 3 February
1925: “It is no longer a city, it is a military camp as if in the midst of war, as if a state of
siege has been declared: it is not known who is the authority nor who is the people. It is
horrible, unprecedented! They are chasing the honest Croatian people as if they were
bandits, but they will pay dearly for it.”**

On 2 February, it was reported from Donji Miholjac that prisoners Ziga Azamovié from
Sljivosevci, Gjuro Simun from Podravska Moslavina, Josip Vidakovi¢ from Donji Miholjac,
and five workers from Lika — who had all served their 8-day sentences — were still not
released.®*

From Vukovar, on 2 February 1925, it was reported that “all persecutions of republican
officials, artisans, workers, and peasants throughout Syrmia” were occurring on orders of
regional prefect Todorovi¢. Named as the evil spirit behind it was “the notorious and well-
known robber, now county legal advisor Gjuka Bilj¢evi¢”; meanwhile, “for Vukovar and
surroundings, public notary Dr Ticak plays the most shameful leading role in these
persecutions, all in agreement or on recommendation of infamous shaven government
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commissioner Dr Vukovi¢, and repulsive pompous (without qualification) police captain
Malengié.”+>

On Saturday evening, 31 January 1925, in Osijek, “upon the arrival of Dr Trumbi¢ and
companions, Mr Valentin Lenceri¢, innkeeper from Suncana Street, was arrested at the Upper
town railway station by an off-duty gendarme, allegedly for shouting against the king —
something no one present heard.” He spent the night in gendarme barracks, then was
transferred to judicial pretrial detention, remaining there until 4 February 1925.43¢

Suhopolje municipal notary Mr Janjié threatened Stevo Novakovi¢ and Puro Campu
from Borovo with arrest to make them withdraw as HRSS ballot box custodians for Ivan Robi¢'s
list; he likewise forced “Ilija Rebi¢ and his companion, deputy custodian for the Davidovi¢
party box, to express thanks for the duty.” Hrvatski list editors noted that no written thanks or
withdrawals are valid — custodians are bound by their signatures on candidacy lists — and urged
a criminal complaint against Janji¢ for this offense.**’

Travnik district chief Miti¢, aided by informant Ante Bagar (notorious bandit from
Puti¢evo) and police chief Stipe Ivanovi¢, arrested 16 upright Puti¢evo peasants, sentencing
each to 15 days. These peasants served their sentences and were released from prison by 2
February. In addition, Anto Baskarada from Puti¢evo, a metalworker, and Baricak, a
stoker, both employed in the boiler house of the state railways in Doc, were each sentenced to
20 days in prison. The management dismissed them from their jobs, even though they had
already worked for 6-7 years.*®

Around 1 am. on 1 February 1925, “unknown regime bandits” smashed four windows
at innkeeper Ivan Vrljak's and butcher Ivan Snuker's homes in Cepin, firing shots from military
rifles and revolvers — yet gendarmes arrested Snuker for allegedly “staging it all to sow
tribal hatred.”*’

In Nasice on 2 February 1925, a Davidovi¢ party meeting was dispersed by district clerk
Dr Jankovi¢, afterward Mr Tuli¢i¢ and artisans Talijancevi¢ and Vargovi¢ were arrested, as was
trader Mato Raki¢ (three days). That evening, all 12 youths having fun at Kova¢'s inn were
rounded up by police for three days.**

From Trava, 7 people were brought to Dakovo; from Valpovo area, 5 — all sentenced
to five days each.**

“U svim krajevima Hrvatske vr$i se uzasan teror, koji narod junacki podnosi” [Terror
of the Most Horrific Kind is Being Carried Out in All Regions of Croatia, Which the People
are Heroically Enduring] is the title of an article published in Hrvatski list on 7 February 1925.
It describes terror against citizens in multiple cities and villages. Thus it was reported that on 6
February 1925 in Senj, repeated searches were conducted at the homes of all prominent citizens.
Nothing was found, but “two crates of ammunition for the weapons of Pribicevi¢'s supporters
arrived in Senj.” On the same date in Stenjevec, the municipal council was dissolved, “and
innkeeper Serti¢, father-in-law of former minister Poljak, was appointed commissioner.” In
Nova Gradiska that day, arrests were postponed only because there was no more room in the
prisons. Several persons in Dubrovnik on 6 February 1925 shouted “Long live Croatia” and
were arrested. Hrvatski list's Zagreb correspondent reported on 6 February 1925 that all
gendarme stations in Virovitica County had been ordered to “arrest as many HRSS ballot box
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custodians as possible on election day [8 February 1925].” According to information from
Banja Luka dated 6 February 1925, a large number of gendarmes arrived in the city that day,
as the army and gendarmerie were preparing to surround the city on election day and demand
that voters entering the city vote for the Radicals. In Varazdin on 6 February 1925, deputy
prefect Mrzljak requested the city’s court “to annul the lists of Nos. 5, 6, and 9, i.e., those of Dr
Poli¢, Dr Trumbi¢, and Dr UrSi¢, on the grounds that they include HRSS members.” The court
did not deliberate on this, however, as the judges, in their capacity as chairmen of electoral
boards, had already departed. On the same day in Varazdin, Heinrich Krizman issued an order
for the Varazdin district that HRSS ballot boxes were not to be placed at certain polling stations,
such as in Gjurmanc. Also on that day in Varazdin, deputy prefect Mrzljak ordered the manager
of the Ladanje coal mine in MaruSevac municipality, Mr Pongraz, to dismiss regime-unfriendly
workers and hire others. When Pongraz refused, Mrzljak had 35 miners arrested via “clerk”
Jambréek and expelled from the municipality. The mine manager intervened for their release,
but they had not yet been freed at that point. Besides these workers, mine officials Peros and
Mirko Magdi¢ were arrested and sentenced to expulsion, while arrested engineer Brand was
subsequently released. From Varazdin on 6 February 1925 came information that the city was
full of gendarmes ordered to post 20 at each polling station. On the same day it was reported
that Prof. Duymusi¢ had received a telegraphic order to relocate to Montenegro within 24 hours.
Varazdin deputy prefect Mrzljak distinguished himself in anti-Croatian activities; on 6 February
1925 he ordered the Ivani¢ district office to prepare space for 150 prisoners — foreseeing this
for Dr Trumbi¢'s ballot custodians and prominent HRSS members — with instructions to arrest
them on election day. Another report from Varazdin that day concerned the mass arrest of
peasants from the city outskirts who were taken to prisons. From Mitrovica it was reported that
authorities on 6 February 1925 had received orders from state authorities to arrest opposition
ballot custodians on election day. In Zagreb on 6 February 1925, police issued a statement that
citizens were not to gather in large groups on election day, warning that police would not
hesitate to use weapons in case of street incidents, potentially harming innocents. A group of
people marched down Ilica in Zagreb that evening shouting “Long live Radi¢.” Some broke
windows at the editorial board of Rije¢ (a daily newspaper published in Zagreb from 1920 to
1931), but the text claims these were police provocateurs. This gave police a pretext to harass
Zagreb citizens by “prodding” them on the streets. Strong police forces also blocked the Royal
café and searched all guests. They dispersed journalists seeking information. On the same day
from Zagreb came word that rumours had circulated in prior days of all telephone lines except
state ones being cut on 7 February 1925. The unsigned author of this article added: “If these
rumours prove true, it would mean the bandit wants to extinguish the light before the crime
itself, so no one sees where he's striking.” In the Bjelovar district on 6 February 1925, Mr
Zutkovié agitated for elections alongside Wilder as his secretary; he was arrested on charges of
being “an ordinary hotel thief and criminal.” In Travnik on 6 February 1925, a certain
Spalajkovi¢** spoke at an assembly, stating that if necessary, the state would be saved “with
steel balls.” The Susak city councilors' club held a conference on 6 February 1925 to discuss
the suspension of city mayor Kuci¢, sending a telegram to the grand prefect requesting a
disciplinary inquiry, convinced their mayor had been unjustly suspended. In Sarajevo on 6
February 1925, police seized HRSS election posters signed by Nikola Preca, Pavle Radi¢,
Rudolf Herceg, and Hakija Hadzi¢. Lovrekovi¢'s agents, accompanied by the grand prefect of

442 This is probably Dr. Miroslav Spalajkovi¢ (1869-1951), Serbian politician and diplomat. See: BAJIN, Zoran.
,Ideoloska (r)evolucija Miroslava Spalajkovi¢a: student i prijatelj Tre¢e republike u kolaboraciji sa Tre¢im
rajhom”, in: Drago Roksandi¢ and Ivana Cvijovi¢ Javorina, eds. Intelektualci i rat: 1939—1947: zbornik radova s
medunarodnog skupa Desni¢ini susreti 2012, 395412,
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the Vrbas region and with the help of the “district chief,” agitated for Lovrekovi¢ in Prnjavor
on 6 February 192544

Gendarmes continued searches in villages around the Novigrad area. During one in Bili
Brig village, two gendarmes were seriously wounded by rifle shots; it is presumed “a fugitive
from Gradiska prison wounded them.” Mate Malinar, manager of the Stara Gradiska prison,
was suspected of HRSS affiliation, prompting a “Ministry of Interior commission” to
investigate. Searches were also conducted “throughout Syrmia at HRSS board chairmen and
members; all the more active HRSS members have been imprisoned without interrogation.” In
Sisak, Ozna repression against HRSS was brutal: there were searches at prominent HRSS
members including Dr Superina, local HRSS president, and other officials. In Purdevac, police
searched all HRSS officials but found nothing. In Nova Gradiska on 8 January, Grand Prefect
Perkovid¢, district head Huber, commissioner Lazi¢, and lawyer Zivkovi¢ met and initiated new
persecutions “starting with the suspension of Granicar.” During searches in surrounding
villages of the Novigrad area, gendarmes even took away peasants' photographs of relatives
who had served in the Austro-Hungarian army. National representative Karlo Kovacevi¢ was
remanded on 9 January 1925 from Nova Gradiska Court Table to Pozega. In Cernik, searches
were conducted at the Croatian Reading Room, Croatian Sokol, and singing society Tomislav.
At the residence of the elder of the Croatian Sokol in Nova Kapela, Dr Koch, the symbols of
the Croatian Sokol and the tricolour were confiscated, and books published by Matica hrvatska
were seized as anti-state material. Kutina was not spared from searches either. Searches were
carried out at the homes of HRSS supporters, some books were confiscated, the Croatian Sokol
was disbanded, and the Sokol hall was sealed. Searches were also conducted at the homes of
HRSS and HZ supporters in Daruvar, including at Mrs Bazan’s, sister of Dr Srkulja. In Gospi¢,
the police “conducted two searches at the home of National Representative Marko Dosen. Two
academics were arrested.” Jandro Mihali¢, father of the murdered peasant Mirko Mihali¢ from
Ozalj, was arrested, as well as “the bell-ringer and several other peasants, who were taken to
the barracks and beaten there. The fate of the detainees is unknown.”*

The Hrvatski list of 12 February 1925 reported on new details about the terrifying
electoral terror across Croatia. In Velika Gorica, on 2 February 1925, a member of the HRSS
organization, Joso Glavac, was arrested “with his comrades.” All of them were still in prison
on 11 February 1925. They were barbarically mistreated. For example, one peasant had a piece
of wood forced into his mouth, which was twisted until all his teeth were broken and his lower
jaw torn apart. Another peasant had his moustache pulled out. From Imotski and Ljubuski,
news arrived on 11 February 1925 that bloodshed had occurred there. On the same day, it
was reported from Veliko Trgoviste in Zagorje that disturbances had also occurred there. In
Perusi¢, the chairman of the electoral board was the son of the infamous Kalember. He refused
to allow the HRSS ballot box guard, as well as other box guards, to enter the polling station.
When they refused to leave, Kalember was instructed from Gospi¢ that he must allow them.
After that, he interrogated some voters for up to fifteen minutes each, delaying the elections so
much that by 18:00 approximately 1,000 people were waiting outside the polling station to vote.
The army with machine guns did not allow them to do so. When news of the voting problems
spread around Perusi¢, around 2,500 people came to Gospi¢ before noon to demand rights and
justice, but they were “met by a battalion of the army and driven toward Li¢ki Osik.” In the
afternoon, around 800 people surged from Licki Osik into Gospi¢ and the army dispersed them
again. There was no information on whether there were any casualties. It was assumed in Gospi¢
that elections in Perusi¢ would be held again the following Sunday. Dr Spaho, in a statement to
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journalists, said it was a good thing that the government, despite terror and violence and despite
the banning of the HRSS, could not completely destroy HRSS. He also cited some cases of
violence in Bosnia and Herzegovina. For example, gendarmes in Podlugovi near Visoko
dispersed ballot box guards when it was time to count the ballots. In Obre, there was a case
where 20 deceased individuals “voted.” In Subotica, an already published record of election
results was being altered in favour of the Radicals, which was highly suspicious. Opposition
circles in Belgrade on 11 February 1925 declared that they could not “recognize the legality of
these elections, which were conducted illegally and by the most unworthy means by the
government, in order to falsify the will of the people.” *¥°

In Dakovo, on 4 February 1925, three peasants from Viskovci, one from Satnica, and
one from Preslatinci were brought in, declared revolutionaries, and sentenced to three days in
prison each. 44

As soon as the PP regime took office in Podravske Sesvete, notary Josip Kovaci¢ was
immediately demoted to cashier, and by the end of January 1925, he was completely suspended
for refusing to be a “regime servant.”*¥’

Merchant Johan Bock, who was also the manager of the Consumer Cooperative in
Ceminac, was forcibly dragged from his bed by gendarmes on the night of 4/5 February 1925,
“taken to the courtyard of the said cooperative, where they beat him severely.” They had no
arrest warrant and were completely drunk *4®

The Hrvatski list of 7 February 1925 published a dispatch from Vukovar dated 5
February 1925 stating: “Vukovar tyrants have not ceased their frenzied passions: they burn
and destroy, denounce, deceive, and finally prosecute and judge.” It was added that they
had entrenched themselves “in the office of the hated royal notary Dr Ti¢ak” and that,
through the persecution of republican officials, craftsmen, workers, and peasants throughout
Croatian Srijem, “by order and desire of the Regional Prefect Todorovi¢,” they ensured victory
for the Radical party. In these persecutions, besides Prefect Todorovi¢, Porde BiljCevic,
Mihajlo Vukovi¢, and city captain Malenci¢ were also singled out. Specifically, it was noted
that in those days they unlawfully removed the management of the pension fund from a Srijem
County official, retired director of auxiliary offices Bolta Rajkovi¢. They continued persecuting
retired forest advisor Dragutin Matizovi¢ because his private administrative service at the Ruma
estate was terminated, leaving him “for 40 months without his due income and pension.” It was
finally noted that “the proud and unbreakable patriots Puro Lovri¢ and Ladislav Gréevic” were
still imprisoned, “probably until 8 February, to prevent them from voting.”**

Antun Subert, municipal notary, and Mato Odak, second municipal notary, were
dismissed from service in Privlaka on 31 January 1925, and Sre¢ko Opravi¢ from Andrijasevci
was appointed in their place without a written order, in the presence of “chief Lazica.”**

In Voéin, there was a “humorous society called ‘Skljoca.”” They “met and drank wine
in Mr Josip Peitl’s tavern.” For this, the radical innkeeper Joco Vukovi¢ denounced them as
anarchists, and authorities dissolved the society on 2 February 1925, confiscating their property.
It was maliciously commented that recently the Croatian Sokol had been dissolved, and now
only the Funeral Society remained.*!
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“U svim krajevima Hrvatske vr$i se uzasan teror, koji narod junacki podnosi” [Terror
of the Most Horrific Kind is Being Carried Out in All Regions of Croatia, Which the People
are Heroically Enduring] was the headline of an article published in Hrvatski list on 7 February
1925. The article described terror against citizens in multiple towns and villages.*

The State Committee appointed Osijek lawyer Dr August Petrovi¢ as chairman of the
electoral board in the polling station at Vanjsko Valpovo. On 7 February 1925, he went to the
district head of Valpovo to arrange the takeover of election materials, but was told that by order
of the Grand Prefect of Osijek, his appointment had been cancelled. Dr Petrovi¢ refused to
accept this because administrative authorities had no right to interfere in electoral matters.
However, the district head threatened him with 14 days in prison and exile from Valpovo. Dr
Petrovi¢ then requested that it be officially recorded that he was removed only under duress,
which prevented him from performing his duties as chairman of the electoral board. The
decision to dismiss him stated that the reason was that “reliable sources” had learned that he
was “a strong supporter of HRSS, whose existence and activity are legally prohibited.” The
article emphasized that Dr Petrovi¢ was not an organized member of any political party and that
he would file a criminal complaint against district head Korda and the Osijek Grand Prefect
Perkovié¢ because their actions were illegal. **?

On 7 February 1925, Hrvatski list received a dispatch from Vinkovci, signed “Official,
now radical.” It reported that the Vinkoveci district chief had ordered municipal notaries, under
threat of severe punishment and following instructions from Vukovar, “to ‘arrange’ the
election records.” Regarding Ivankovo, it was stated that the record was prepared in advance
and that the official was ready to testify in court about it after the elections.**

From Baranjsko Petrovo Selo, reports on 5 February 1925 stated that severe terror
prevailed there, and that “teacher Dostal rules and forces people to join the Radicals.” Those
who refused, declaring themselves Croatian, were placed under police supervision and had to
report daily in the morning to the gendarmerie in the village and in the evening to the notary in
Petlovac, 6 km away. Among them were a merchant and a craftsman whose trade licenses had
been revoked.*>

The municipal notary in Rac¢inovci, Antun Baci¢, according to a report from 5 February
1925, continuously harassed and persecuted the peaceful population of the village. Among other
things, he removed the sign Croatian Reading Room and replaced it with People’s Reading
Room.***

The head of the Osijek Upper Town railway station, Mr Stjepani¢, on 7 February 1925
dismissed “assistant conductor”*” Ernest Olah without reason. Additionally, train conductors
Mijo and Ljudevit Borni were transferred from Osijek to Srpske Moravice, with Mijo Borni
having been beaten at the station by “state-loyal” railway workers.*®
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The president of the local HRSS in Vukovar, Mr Gréevi¢, had been in Vukovar prison
from 2 January to 7 February and as of 7 February 1925 was in the prison of the Osijek Court
Table.**”

In the Gospi¢ area, in Stajnica near Jezerana, gendarmes attacked voters and killed three
peasants, with six more seriously wounded. “In Varazdin County and in Medimurje, there was
terrible electoral terror...” Around 5,000 voters were arrested. Candidates, their deputies, and
ballot guards were arrested in almost every location, while “notaries themselves counted the
votes for — the Radicals — without witnesses.” In Bjelovar-Krizevci County, the population was
intimidated by prolonged police terror, and many did not go out to vote. In Narta and Gudovac,
HRSS ballot box guards were expelled, and in Gudovac even the chairman of the electoral
board, Dr Fuchs, was expelled. About 760 peasants in Karlovac reported that they had voted
for HRSS, but their votes were missing during the counting, indicating clear fraud. In Okucani,
on 8 February 1925, ballot box guards were expelled at 15:00 so that the notaries could count
the votes themselves. In Bosiljevo and Vrbovsko near Ogulin, gendarmes on 8 February
1925 allowed only 12 voters per hour, forcing the elections to be suspended.*®® Hrvaiski list
on 11 February 1925 reported that the police attack on voters in Stajnica near Jezerana was
instigated by Dane Mileti¢, chairman of the electoral board, who deliberately delayed the
elections so that out of 733 voters, only 96 voted, with 91 votes for Radi¢. Seeing this, Mileti¢
fired a revolver, alerting the gendarmerie “who stormed the polling station and began shooting
at the voters waiting to vote.”**! The Democratic Club in Belgrade also reported that in
Jezerana, the army and Pribicevi¢ supporters attacked 600 HRSS supporters and expelled them
from the polling station, meaning elections would have to be repeated there as well 46>

Mr N. Heim, a landowner from Erdut, was brought to Osijek detention on 9 February
1925 because on election day, 8 February 1925, he had argued with a local resident, Poko
Vukovi¢, known in Erdut as the “radical god.” Heim objected to Vukovi¢ “taking rifles from
honest people and giving them to thieves.” Vukovi¢ then reported him “to the armed men and
caused trouble for him.” The investigating judge questioned Heim on 10 February 1925 and
released him home 4¢3

Pribicevi¢ won the elections in Lika, blocking the government from allowing “purely
Croatian villages” to vote ***

The Bunjevac-Sokac Party in Subotica announced a complaint to the verification
committee, requesting “that the elections in the Subotica district be annulled.”*%

Members of electoral boards for Varazdin County and Medimurje lodged a protest on
10 February against election-day violence. Some ballot box guards for Dr Trumbié’s list
were arrested, even though Trumbi¢ had won a majority there. In some places, armed men
forcibly expelled board members from the hall, except Trumbi¢’s commissioners. One
board member testified that he saw ballots being removed from Trumbié’s box and placed
in Krizman’s box, especially in Vidovec, Jalzabet, Tomasinec, and Medimurje. Krizman’s
mandate was considered likely to be annulled due to blatant legal violations.*%

On election day, 8 February 1925, the army arrived with two infantry platoons in Backa
Palanka and observed peacefully as “state-loyal mobs (...) armed with military rifles and
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bombs” fired furiously in the city streets, intimidating and terrorizing the population, as if the
army had come to protect this “bandit mob.” The conclusion: “And yet someone claims these
were free elections.”*’

Josip Puches, Puro Szentgyergyi, and Marko Matkovi¢ from Vukovar submitted a
complaint to the king on 10 February 1925, reporting disturbances in Vukovar on 9 February
1925. They stated that the main organizers were Grand Prefect Todorovi¢ and radical candidate
Bingulac, that the procession carried the king’s image, and that printing houses, pharmacies,
and private homes were damaged, with human lives endangered. 6®

According to the Zagreb correspondent of Hrvatski list, Mr Trumbi¢ gave him a
statement on 12 February 1925 regarding his appeal against the dissolution of the HRSS, which
had been dissolved on 5 January 1925. The appeal had still not been resolved, even 38 days
after it had been submitted. Trumbi¢, “as the authorized representative of Mr Radi¢ and his
associates,” sent a reminder to the Court Table in Zagreb. He was informed that the court had
immediately forwarded the appeal to the government in Belgrade, requesting that they
send the “Obznana in its official text, as well as other documents mentioned therein,” but
the government had not responded. Trumbi¢ urged the court to resolve the matter as soon as
possible.*®’

According to a government report, in Pivnica the Radicals received 436 votes and the
HRSS 53 votes. However, villagers from Levinovac, who had voted in Pivnica, filed a criminal
complaint on 11 February 1925 against the chairman of the electoral board, Dr Josip Singer. A
total of 140 of them declared under oath that they had “placed their balls in the first box
carried by Ivan Robié.” Other defrauded voters also announced that they would join the
criminal complaint.*7

On election day, 8 February 1925, there were three people in the district prison in
Nova GradiSka who were not permitted to exercise their right to vote *’!

At one polling station in the Skopje district, the chairman of the electoral board
demanded that the guardian of the DZemijet ballot box hand over the balls before they were
counted. The guardian requested written confirmation of how many balls there were. The
chairman then slapped him, whereupon the ballot box guardian killed him with a knife.*”?

From Senj, on 12 February 1925, a protest was sent to the main electoral board
concerning electoral violence, especially by gendarmes who prevented voters from reaching
polling stations. Eyewitnesses stated that there were as many as 150 such cases.*”

The Croatian choral society “VlaS$i¢” in Travnik had already been closed the previous
year during the Radical regime on the grounds that it was allegedly engaged in politics.
However, the Ministry of the Interior annulled that decision, and “Vlasi¢” developed very well,
engaging exclusively in cultural work. In recent days, however, the presidency of “Vlasi¢”
received a decision from the Grand Prefect of Travnik again prohibiting all activity of the
society on the grounds that it was engaging in political activities directed against the present
regime. The text states that the purpose of this ban was entirely clear, since it was a blatant
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falsehood that “Vlasi¢” was involved in politics and the police authorities had no evidence for
such claims 47

The difficult position of Croats in Istria was described by an author writing under the
pseudonym Adriaticus, published in Hrvatski glas on 17 February 1925. He emphasized that
the leaders and intelligentsia had left Istria and that “the people have been left to themselves
and to the mercy of Italian fascists.” According to this author, the leaders had “mostly
shamefully fled to Zagreb, Belgrade, or Susak.” Adriaticus stated that he was not opposed to
emigration in principle, but believed that emigrants should “interest the world in the miserable
position of Croats and Slovenes in the territories occupied and annexed by Italy.” These
emigrants, he argued, should write “propaganda articles in English, French, and German
newspapers” about the national, political, and cultural struggle of the Istrian Croats. Instead, as
in SuSak, they had become “a pillar, shield, and defense of the PP regime,” and did not care
“for Istria and for the miserable people suffering there from Italian violence!”*"

Nastas Petrovi¢ gave a statement to the agrarian Novosti on 16 February 1925 about
electoral terror in the so-called Southern Serbia, emphasizing that he himself had been robbed
in the elections. He added that, according to statistics from previous elections, the Radicals had
received around 2,000 votes and the DzZemijet 16,000 votes, whereas in the elections of 8
February 1925 the official records showed the reverse. He believed that the Dzemijet ballot
boxes had been declared Radical, and the Radical ones Dzemijet. He concluded that violence
could not last long.*’

According to a report from DPakovo dated 5 March 1925, in the local prison some
detainees were being released while others were being imprisoned. It was stated that Franjo
Heizelmann, a peasant from Krndija and deputy candidate of the HRSS in the Sombor district,
had been arrested. Before his imprisonment, the gendarmes severely beat him.*"’

In the Klanjec district, “the gendarmes committed enormous acts of violence.” More
than 70 of them were searching for weapons, “going from house to house and clubbing
peaceful people.” If they found weapons for which the owners had permits, they confiscated
them without issuing any receipt.*’®

In an article titled “Radikalska obznana i ‘Tomislavova zvijezda’. Radikali ne pustaju
hrvatske zastupnike iz zatvora. Ne puste ih u skupstinu, a hoce da slave 1000-godisnjicu
hrvatskog kraljevstva.” [The Radical Proclamation and the ‘Tomislav Star.” The Radicals Do
Not Release Croatian Deputies from Prison. They Do Not Let Them into the Assembly, Yet
They Want to Celebrate the 1000th Anniversary of the Croatian Kingdom], the unsigned author
wrote: “Forget about decorations and celebrations while Croats languish in prisons, while
they lose their jobs, while they receive beatings, while their mandates are annulled, and
while they are under the Obznana.” Such writings, however, overlook the fact that even such
manifestations can raise patriotic consciousness among the people and strengthen their
resilience, and “force” those in power to abolish the Obznana against the supporters of Radi¢
and to release all innocent Croats who had been imprisoned.*”

On the door of KoroSec’s club in Belgrade, on 5 May 1925, the inscription “Yugoslav
Club” appeared in the Latin script, whereas previously the sign had been in both Cyrillic and
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Latin. This was explained by the fact that all three signs among the Radicals were only in
Cyrillic. It was noted that discussion of this matter was expected in the Assembly as well 4%

The correspondent of Hrvatski list from Subotica wrote about the indictment issued on
5 May 1925 against leading members of the local HRSS: Toma Matkovi¢, Ivan Tolj, Grga
Dedin, Ivan Babi¢, Ivan Perci¢, and Stjepan Vidakovi¢. They had been arrested on 3 January
1925 and were held in detention until 25 January 1925. It was emphasized that the PP
government was particularly focused on Subotica because of the “Bunjevci-Croats,” whom they
considered “Catholicized Serbs.” However, the correspondent quoted Neven, the organ of the
Bunjevac-Sokac Party: “We are Croats and Catholics and shall remain so as long as there
is breath upon the globe.” He added that the Radicals had therefore been especially active
“during the election struggle to destroy the HRSS in these regions, as the awakener of Croatian
peasant consciousness, so that its ballot box would not exist. And they succeeded; the court
annulled the list...”**!

At the session of the PP government on 18 May 1925, a decision was made “to
purchase the Russian Orthodox Church in Davos, Switzerland, for 10 million francs, or
120 million dinars.” The unsigned author of the article stated that this purchase was entirely
unnecessary and senseless. This was justified by the fact that in the seven years after the war
nothing had been invested in repairing Dalmatian ports, and that in Osijek a hospital building
had stood unfinished for several years because “there is no money.” It was added that only
two million dinars had been approved for the construction of schools in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, although many such schools were urgently needed. Many other matters were
listed as absolutely more urgent priorities than purchasing an Orthodox church in Switzerland
for an enormous sum of money.**?

Hrvatski list of 24 June 1925 published a dispatch from Dubrovnik sent to the Zagreb
newspaper Hrvat. It reported that Jovo Ignjatovié¢ had been appointed commander of the police
station in Cavtat. Surprise was expressed because this gendarme had beaten Member of
Parliament August Kosuti¢ in Kastela in 1924 and was supposed to have been dismissed, yet
instead he was promoted. In addition, Antun Vidak, a peasant from Cavtat, recently filed a
complaint with the military court of the divisional district in Mostar because on 27 May 1925
he had been taken to the gendarmerie station and brought into Jovo Ignjatovi¢’s office, where
Ignjatovi¢ struck him with his fist in the face and stomach.*®

In Vukovar on 22 June 1925, gendarmes arrested and handed over to the court, on
charges of fraud, the “alleged volunteers Dorde Pikula and Trifko Rulj,” originally from the
Nevesinje area. Each had received 9 acres of land and had settled on the estate of Count Eltz
near Negoslavci. The two men forged six certificates and, “through (for a certain reward) the
former Belgrade lawyer and then inspector of the Ministry of Agrarian Reform (now permanent
contributor to Vreme and Samouprava), Dr Branko Kolovi¢, obtained 54 acres of sown land
for six of their comrades, who do not exist at all.” As soon as they received the land, they
sold the crop for 2,000 dinars per acre to Nenad Bingulac from Vukovar. The fraud was
uncovered by the estate administration. The arrested men admitted “that the seal and blank
forms had been given to them by the Negoslavci municipal notary Branko Jovanovi¢ (now in
Lezimir) and that Dr Branko Kolovi¢ knew that the ‘certificates’ were forged,” whereupon
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arrest warrants were also issued for these two. This was presented as a clear indication of the
corruption of the ruling regime at the time 34

The Assembly of Croatian Lawyers was scheduled to take place on 26 June 1925 at the
Hotel Royal in Osijek because the court table had refused to provide its hall. Before the
assembly began, police officers with bayonets and several detectives appeared and
“declared that there was a danger of disturbing public peace and order.” The Lawyers’
Association announced that it would lodge a complaint with the grand prefect.**

According to a report from the National Assembly in Belgrade held on 9 July 1925, a
bloody clash occurred among deputies. The conflict began when Dr Milovan Zanié, a deputy
elected on the list of the Croatian Community, exposed preferential treatment granted to
Pribicevi¢’s press, thereby damaging the state budget. Pribicevi¢ and his supporters sharply
opposed these allegations and moved to attack Dr Zani¢. He was defended by his friends. The
Assembly was suspended, and in the Assembly courtyard the Bosnian radical Grgurevié¢
punched the agrarian deputy Moskovljevi¢ in the nose, leaving him covered in blood. In the
Assembly chamber, Moskovljevi¢ had restrained Grgurevié from attacking Dr Zani¢. This was
an obvious foreshadowing of even greater clashes in the Belgrade Assembly, which culminated
in 1928 with the murder of Stjepan Radi¢ and his associates. **

At the railway station in Gar€in, until 16 July 1925 the station sign had first been in the
Latin script and then in Cyrillic. From that date onward, however, the sign displayed Cyrillic
first and then Latin. It was stated that this change was made “by order of the Traffic Directorate
from Subotica, under whose authority the Garcin station had recently been placed, whereas
previously it had been under the Zagreb Traffic Directorate. Since the surrounding area is purely
Croatian, the population received this imposition of Cyrillic with indignation.” This
redistribution of authority over the Garcin railway station and the change of signage were
described as highly symbolic and unusual. Hence the article’s title: “Garcin u velikosrpskoj
zoni” [Gar&in in the Greater-Serbian Zone].*®’
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arrested.*®® On the same day in Zagorje, Dr Stjepan Koduti¢ was arrested.*® Engineer August
Kosuti¢ was also arrested in Zagreb, while the Peasant Home (Seljacki dom) was placed under
the supervision of a large number of police officers and detectives.*’

When the police began interrogating Dr Macek and the others on 3 January 1925, all of
them demanded to see the warrant specifying the grounds for their arrest and invoked
parliamentary immunity. There was also a report that after the arrest of Member of Parliament
Predavec in Dugo Selo, supporters of the PP regime set fire to his barn, though the blaze was
quickly extinguished.*!

In a special edition of Hrvatski list dated 5 January 1925, it was reported that Stjepan
Radi¢ had returned to Zagreb and was immediately arrested. He was taken, together with his
wife and son, to the police headquarters in Petrinjska Street. The area around the Peasant Home
and the Radi¢ family residence was blocked by police forces to prevent the arrival of citizens,
who were gathering in large numbers.**? Radié’s return and arrest were welcomed by Hrvatski
list, as this dispelled insinuations that he had “abandoned his comrades at a decisive moment,
leaving them to suffer while he himself avoided persecution.” It was estimated that this move
might contribute to Croatian success in the upcoming elections of 8 February 1925. After this
event, the main pre-election slogan became: “RADIC IN PRISON — CRIMINALS IN
POWER.” The population of Zagreb was greatly agitated upon hearing of Radi¢’s arrest, but
when it became known that he had surrendered voluntarily, the citizens calmed down. Hrvatski
list described all the details surrounding his arrest.**?

Dr Ante Trumbi¢, acting as legal representative of Stjepan Radi¢, Dr Macek, Dr
Predavec, Dr Krnjevi¢, Dr Kosuti¢, and Engineer Kosuti¢, submitted an appeal to the Court
Table in Zagreb. In the opinion of the editorial board of Hrvatski list on 8 January 1925, Dr
Trumbi¢ in that appeal “brilliantly refuted, in legal terms, the decision of the Council of
Ministers to dissolve the HRSS ”#*

Stjepan Radi¢ was handed over to the court in Zagreb on 6 January 1925. All files and
materials in the case against Dr Macek and the others were submitted to the State Attorney’s
Office in Zagreb, and the complaint against Radi¢ was likewise forwarded there. Circles close
to the regime spread the news that Radi¢ would be tried in Belgrade. Alongside the collection
of documentation in the proceedings against the HRSS leaders, forged documents also began
to circulate. In Stubica on 6 January 1925, Radi¢’s son Vladimir Radi¢ was arrested, and at that
time his whereabouts were unknown. Authorized representatives of the HRSS on 6 January
1925 copied all documents that the police had seized from the apartment of Mr Radi¢ and
Engineer Kosuti¢. In Belgrade, the police searched the room at the Hotel Petrograd used by
Members of Parliament Rude Bagini¢ and Pavle Radi¢, but nothing was found.*

Following a meeting of the opposition bloc in Belgrade on 8 January 1925, a letter was
sent to the President of the National Assembly. It emphasized that parliamentary immunity had
been violated in the arrests of HRSS leaders, against which they protested in the strongest terms.
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They observed that acts of violence and illegality had followed one after another “as if a state
of siege had been declared over the country.” It was strongly underlined that the Obznana
against the HRSS constituted a brutal misuse of the Law for the Protection of the State and that
“a monstrous high-treason trial is in preparation,” as what was taking place was “the
destruction of a major party that in the last elections gathered around half a million
voters.” The letter was signed by Davidovi¢, Korosec, Spaho, Pavle Radi¢, and Nastas
Petrovi¢. ¥°

Stjepan Radi¢ was examined on 8 January 1925 before the Court Table in Zagreb.
Radi¢’s arrested son, Vladimir Radi¢, was brought from Stubica to the Zagreb police on 7
January 1925. It was explained that he was suspected of having gone to Stubica after his father’s
arrest “to seek connections with the HRSS organization.” The accused leaders of the HRSS
appointed Dr Ante Trumbic as their defense counsel. From 7 January 1925 it was known in
Belgrade “that the alleged letter of Todor Aleksandrov to Mr Radi¢ was a forgery.” According
to the testimony of a certain student from “Southern Serbia,” the government had been aware
of that letter two years earlier, “and it had been composed by a Radical Member of Parliament
from Southern Serbia.”*” The Secretariat of the Communist International in Moscow issued a
statement “declaring that the alleged agreement between it and the HRSS, as publicized by the
Yugoslav government, was a complete forgery.”*® Reports had also circulated that at the time
of Radi¢’s arrest “an agreement between him and the Hungarian government had been found,
envisaging the detachment of Croatian and Vojvodinian territories,” but the Hungarian
government denied this, stating that no negotiations had been conducted with Radié.*® The
president of the association “Awakened Hungarians,” Eckar, most emphatically denied on 8
January 1925 “rumors that they had concluded any sort of agreement with Mr Radié.”>%

A correspondent of Hrvatski list reported on 10 January 1925 that he had learned from
a reliable source that the arrested HRSS leaders would be released, but that the police might
rearrest them on the basis of “some new material ”>"!

Dr KoroSec arrived in Zagreb from Belgrade on 9 January 1925 and wished to visit
Radi¢ in detention at the court table, but this was not permitted because Radi¢ had not yet been
examined by the investigating judge. He visited Radi¢’s defense counsel, Dr Trumbi¢, and
planned to visit Radi¢ in custody the following week.>*> On 9 January 1925, the Zagreb police
“occupied the court table and posted strong guards around the cells of the arrested HRSS
representatives,” not even allowing food to be delivered to them.’*> HRSS deputy Fran Skrinjar
stated to Hrvat on 9 January 1925 “that all reports linking his person with actions against the
HRSS were untrue” and that he “remained a loyal supporter of the HRSS.”>% This was yet
another piece of disinformation aimed at creating division among Radi¢’s supporters. On the
evening of 9 January 1925, the Zagreb police “sealed the premises of the Croatian Peasant
Home, including the restaurant, the HRSS management offices, and the editorial office of
‘Slobodni dom.” By these measures the confiscation of the entire property of the HRSS was
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fully carried out.””* Radié’s son Vladimir Radi¢ was still in prison on 9 January 1925 and was
suspected “of rebellion.”*"® By 9 January 1925, the Zagreb police had not yet examined the files
found in the apartment of Stjepan Radi¢ and engineer Kosuti¢, nor had they submitted them to
the investigating judge.’®” Clearly, the proceedings against the HRSS leaders were being
prolonged.

A large plenary session of the Croatian Club in Zagreb was planned for 11 January 1925,
as well as a visit to Radi¢ in prison. Furthermore, Mr Jalzabeti¢ declared “that he would not
stand as a candidate against the HRSS.”*% On 10 January 1925, Ljubomir Davidovi¢ sent a
letter to the President of the National Assembly in Belgrade protesting the arrests of the HRSS
leaders.>"”

On 10 January 1925, Dr Ante Trumbi¢ issued a public statement denying false reports
published in the Belgrade newspaper Rec that he intended “to leave the country” because he
was “allegedly compromised by Mr Radi¢’s activities.” He explained that he needed to travel
abroad in order to gather all necessary information related to the defense of the arrested HRSS
leaders.’'® Mita Dimitrijevié, a Democratic deputy, gave a statement on 10 January 1925 in
which he said: “Yesterday’s ‘Pravda’ published a telegram from Zagreb stating that together
with Father Raja Arsi¢ I had handed the government certain documents against Mr Radi¢. I ask
that you kindly announce in my name and in the interest of truth that the Royal Government
possesses no documents against Radi¢ and that I have had no connections with Father Arsié.”>!!
Pravda of 10 January 1925 reported that the alleged letters of Todor Aleksandrov had not even
reached Radi¢, because a student — Pasi¢’s spy, who had deceitfully obtained the letters from
Aleksandrov — immediately handed them over to the police.’'> Dr Ante Trumbi¢, as counsel for
Stjepan Radi¢, Dr Vlatko Macek, Josip Predavec, Dr Juraj Krnjevi¢, Dr Stjepan Kosuti¢, and
engineer August Kosuti¢, submitted an extensive appeal to the Royal Court Table in Zagreb.
The appeal was also delivered to the Royal Court for the City of Belgrade. It was published in
full in Hrvatski list on 11 January 192513

After the decision of 12 January 1925 by the court table to suspend proceedings against
Mr Radi¢ and the others, “great agitation arose among all police officials.” Immediately
thereafter, the Chief of Police, Dr Janko Bedekovi¢, went to the Presidency of the Ban’s
Court >

A special edition of Hrvatski list of Monday, 12 January 1925 (on a day when the
newspaper was not normally published), triumphantly reported the decision of the Court Table
in Zagreb annulling the resolution of the Council of Ministers on the application of the Law for
the Protection of the State to the HRSS. The decision was delivered to “Stjepan RADIC, Dr
Vlatko MACEK, Josip PREDAVEC, Dr Juraj KRNJEVIC, Dr Stjepan KOSUTIC, and Eng.
August KOSUTIC.” The court table rejected their objection “concerning the violation of
parliamentary immunity in general.” However, it upheld the objection “that there were no
grounds for the proposal of the State Attorney nor for the decision of the investigating judge to
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the court’s investigative detention facility. The court refused. At a government session held on
15 January 1925 in Belgrade, the government was unpleasantly surprised by the decision of the
Court Table in Zagreb, which had refused to annul the confirmed HRSS electoral lists.
Discussion therefore focused on how the HRSS electoral lists might most easily be annulled
without placing responsibility on the government. After the government session, Minister
Lukini¢ and Pribiéevi¢ held a special press conference. They demanded “that even beyond the
court decision the HRSS should continue to be dissolved, that the court decision should not be
respected, and that administrative authorities should not accept acts from the court.”!” On 15
January 1925, Radi¢ received a telegram from Borocki in Moscow stating “that the Peasant
International would provide complete evidentiary material in Radi¢’s defense. A series of
witnesses will come forward to confirm that Mr Radi¢ in Moscow did not create any
revolutionary plot against the SHS.”"!®

The Minister of Police of the Kingdom of SHS, Dr Bozo Maksimovi¢, gave a statement
to the Belgrade newspaper Jreme saying that he had “prohibited Dr Trumbi¢ from traveling
abroad precisely so that only authentic documents would be examined in the investigation, and
not those which Dr Trumbi¢ might subsequently find abroad.” Trumbi¢, who at that time was
defending Stjepan Radi¢ in the proceedings against him and the other HRSS leaders, addressed
a detailed letter to Maksimovi¢ on 16 January 1925 commenting on this matter. He emphasized
the improbability that the confiscation of his passport had been ordered by the Minister of Police
himself. Even more improbable, he argued, was the justification given, since under the legal
system both the prosecution and the accused have the right to all evidentiary documents. He
further observed that the minister could not determine the authenticity of documents — only a
court could do so — and the court had already established that two documents submitted by the
government in the proceedings were forgeries. Trumbi¢ therefore concluded his letter with the
words: “Return my passport, Mr Minister, which you have taken from me!”>*® On 16 January
1925, the Court Table in Zagreb received a letter from Moscow from the Peasant International
offering “evidence that the Peasant International is not an integral part of the Third
International and that it has no connection with it.” It was stated that “the General Secretary
of the Peasant International, Gorov,” was on his way and would testify.*?° On 16 January 1925,
the police conducted further searches in Zagreb: at the Croatian Peasant Home, in the apartment
of the industrial magnate Prpi¢, and at the Croatian Peasant Cooperative. The police were
searching for certificates of the submitted HRSS electoral lists; in Radi¢’s and Prpi¢’s
apartments they removed all the parquet flooring and even demolished some walls, but found
nothing.>?!

The Royal Ban’s Court in Zagreb, by its ruling of 21 January 1925, confirmed the
decision of the Court Table in Zagreb to release Dr Vlatko Macek, Josip Predavec, Dr Juraj
Krnjevié¢, Dr Stjepan KoSuti¢, and Engineer August KoSuti¢ from criminal prosecution.
However, the Ban’s Court accepted the proposal of the State Attorney that investigations should
continue before the court of first instance, since the police and the State Attorney had
subsequently submitted new evidence to the court. The aforementioned HRSS leaders were
therefore detained again. A large number of Zagreb citizens protested against this, gathering
around the building of the Royal Ban’s Court and shouting: “Long live Radi¢! Long live the
Republic!”>?? After Janko Bedekovié publicly attacked the judges and the court because of their

517 “Borba izmedu pravosuda i policajne sile.”, Hrvatski list, 6, 16 January 1925, no. 16 (1333): 1.
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legally adopted decision, the judges of the Court Table in Zagreb filed a criminal complaint
against him and the Zagreb police on 26 January 1925. Disregarding a court decision was
unlawful and unconstitutional. Interestingly, on that very day the authorities promoted Janko
Bedekovi¢ to the position of Ban’s Councillor. Additionally, during the transfer of Dr “Macek
and the others” to Vlaska Street in Zagreb, the police arrested twelve members of the Croatian
youth.>??

Disregard for judicial decisions continued. Thus, on 5 February 1925, the Royal Court
Table in Zagreb ruled “that the appellants Dr Macek and the others must be released
without delay,” but even before the announcement of that decision, the Police Directorate in
Zagreb delivered its own ruling to Dr “Macek and the others,” stating that they would not be
released from detention. They claimed that this had been advised in writing by the Grand Prefect
of Zagreb, Zuccon. The police reported that “Dr Macek and the others” would be detained until
9 February 1925 — namely, until the day after the elections!*** Yet “Macek and the others” were
still interned on 16 February 1925. At the Zagreb police headquarters it was stated that after the
elections there was no longer any reason to keep Dr Macek and the others interned, but they
were awaiting instructions from their superior in Belgrade.”?

After the interrogation of Stjepan Radi¢ in Zagreb on 18 March 1925, a correspondent
of Hrvatski list encountered him but was not permitted to speak with him because a guard stood
beside him, although Radi¢ appeared to be in good spirits. He only briefly stated that he was
healthy and in good condition. The investigating judge, Dr Korbler, said that the interrogation
was nearing its end.”?

The investigation against Stjepan Radi¢ was concluded on 4 April 1925, and the file
amounted to as many as 312 pages. The task of drafting the indictment then fell to the State
Attorney’s Office, while the main hearing was anticipated in June 1925.°*” However, Hrvatski
list of 8 April 1925 reported that the Zagreb police were delaying the conclusion of the
investigation, allegedly claiming to possess additional evidentiary material, though they had
not submitted it to the investigating judge.”*® This was yet further evidence of the prolongation
of the proceedings against S. Radi¢.

On 18 April 1925, the Royal Court Table in Zagreb suspended the investigative
proceedings against Macek and the others. The final decision, however, was to be made by the
Ban’s Court, since the State Attorney lodged an objection.”?® On 23 April 1925, the Royal Ban’s
Court in Zagreb rejected the complaint of the State Attorney and confirmed the decision of the
Court Table suspending the investigation against Dr Macek and the others for crimes against
the “fatherland, the ruler, and the constitution.”>3°

Beograda ponovno uhapsilo. Velika uzrujanost u Zagrebu. — Policajne mjere. — Ovacije HRSS.”, Hrvatski list, 6,
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All of this was evidently coordinated with the establishment of the new RR government,
which took the oath in Belgrade on 18 July 1925. The unmistakable conclusion is that the court
proceedings against S. Radi¢ and the other leaders of the HSS, as well as all acts of tyranny,
searches, detentions, and similar measures, were politically motivated and conducted
unlawfully!

Dissolution of city and municipal councils and activities of heads and
commissioners according to Hrvatski list in 1925

After the publication of the Obznana against the HRSS, numerous city and municipal
councils were dissolved, and Radical or pro-Radical commissioners were appointed in their
place.

» In Dbakovo, on 4 January 1925, Dragan Dev¢i¢, president of the local HRSS
organization, was sentenced to 14 days’ imprisonment; Puro Turkalj, former head
official in Udbina, to 14 days’ imprisonment and expulsion from Dakovo for three years;
Franjo Carevi¢, secretary of the local HRSS, to 8 days’ imprisonment; and Pavo Matais,
secretary of the local HRSS, to 3 days’ imprisonment — all under § 11 of Bach’s Imperial
Patent of 1854. It was stated that the sentence and investigation were carried out by the
district head, Puka Bez.>3*

» The district head of Valpovo, Konakovi¢, dissolved the municipal council in Bizovac
on 7 January 1925, and appointed as commissioner a tailor from Petrijevci, the former
communist Bogdanovié.>*

» In Nova Gradiska, on 8 January 1925, the Grand Prefect Perkovi¢, district head Huber,
commissioner Lazi¢, and attorney Zivkovi¢ met and initiated new persecutions, “which
began with the suspension of ‘Granigar.’”>3

» In Erdut, the municipal council was dissolved on 8 January 1925, and the Radical Jovo
Blagojevi¢ was appointed commissioner.>*’

» The election of the mayor in Nova Gradiska was scheduled for 10 January 1925, but
Grand Prefect Perkovi¢ suspended the election at the request of commissioner Lazié.>*®

» The Petrovaradin commissioner, Dr Anoj¢i¢, arrested former mayor Grgincevi¢ on 11
January 1925, allegedly because he had insulted a Serbian mother in front of a lieutenant
colonel >’

» On the night of 11/12 January 1925, between Sibinj and Slobodnica, a tragic incident
occurred in which a railway official named Misir was killed and two persons were
wounded. As soon as the news reached Brod, “the district head requested intervention
from the grand prefect,” claiming “that a veritable revolution had broken out there!”
Thereupon, the deputy commander of the gendarmerie, General Nikoli¢, set out with
eight gendarmes and six Zagreb detectives, who carried out a barbaric manhunt against
the peasants in Sibinj and Slobodnica: arrests, beatings with rifle butts, and
mistreatment. They disregarded the fact that the hunters had suffered due to their own
fault and instead blamed innocent peasants. Arrested and taken to Brod were Tomo
Kovacevi¢, former mayor of Sibinj and a candidate on the HRSS list for the Ljubuski

334 “Osuda pristaga HRSS u Dakovu. Sudeni na 39 dana zatvora i tri godine izgona.”, Hrvatski list, 6, 9 January
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district; and the peasants Valko JurCevi¢, Martin Soli¢, and Tomo Babi¢ from
Slobodnica. All four were severely beaten, and many other peasants from Sibinj and
Slobodnica were arrested but had not yet been brought to Brod. They were being forced
to confess that they had fired upon Dami¢ and his companions.**

> Andrija Silovi¢, treasurer of the Agricultural Cooperative in Sibinj, was arrested in Brod
at the railway station on 3 January 1925 as a suspicious person. Although the
municipality of Sibinj officially confirmed his identity, the district head had not released
him from prison even by 13 January, “where he is being terribly mistreated, and no
one knows for what reason.”*!

» 1In Virovitica, Commissioner Musi¢, a lawyer without having passed the state bar
examination, together with a committee he chaired, dismissed from service the city
physician Dr Zmega¢, president of the local HZ.>*?

» In Ivankovo, the municipal council was dissolved on 14 January 1925, and Fr. Jozi¢, a
Pribicevi¢ supporter, was appointed commissioner. He immediately ordered the
collection of weapons from those who held firearm permits.>*

» In Kukujevci, on 10 January 1925, Commissioner Jovanovi¢ carried out searches and
ordered the closure of the Croatian reading room due to suspicion that it was affiliated
with the HRSS.>*

» Commissioner Gabro Lazi¢ in Nova Gradiska was appointed commissioner for the
second time on 15 January 1925 and imposed on the dismissed municipal councillors a
penalty of losing their “passive electoral rights for three years.”>*

> The district head in Nagice, Dr Spoljar, dissolved the municipal council in Podgora on
15 January 1925. He appointed as commissioner a Radical peasant, Luka Radovi¢ from
Ostrosinac, “who had no formal education.””*

» The dissolution of the municipal council in Pakrac was carried out by the Osijek regional
governor Perkovi¢ on 18 January 1925, who appointed as commissioner the old
Hungarian-oriented clerk Todorovié.>*

» In Krizevci, the district head arrested two HRSS members on 19 January 1925, but they
were immediately released because there was no reason for detention.”*®

» In Raca near Bjelovar, on 18 January 1925, the municipal clerk Bjelovarac was
dismissed because he had not “allowed the removal of voters from the electoral roll,”
and a former gendarme, who was also an informer, was appointed commissioner. In
Kapela, the municipal treasurer was dismissed due to suspicion of HRSS membership.
Similarly, the treasurer in Velika Pisanica, who had served the municipality flawlessly
for 15 years, was transferred, as was the municipal treasurer Svibi¢ in Podravski Novi
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Grad, who after 35 years of service was transferred to Drnje, even though his wife was
“terminally ill.”>%

> Dr Zanié¢ was brought to Nova Gradiska on 20 January 1925 and placed in the municipal
prison. He requested to be interrogated, but district head Huber told him he would be
interrogated “when he felt like it.”>>°

» In Garc€in, the municipal council, where HRSS supporters held a majority, was dissolved
on 19 January 1925, and Ilija Bjelan from Selna was appointed commissioner.>>!

» In ReSetari, which was a “purely Croatian municipality,” the municipal clerk Vjekoslav
Feri¢ was dismissed on 17 January 1925, and Jurislav Cuvaj was appointed in his place.
Thus, in that municipality, alongside the Serbian commissioner Vukeli¢, a Hungarian-
oriented Cuvaj was also appointed.*?

» In Opatovac, near Nova Gradiska, the village leader Marko Mandusi¢ had his hunting
rifle taken by gendarmes without reason, although he had a permit and was a member
of the hunting association. District head Huber told him he could not get the rifle back
until after the elections.>>

» The district head in Nijemci, Lazi¢, dissolved the municipal council on 17 January 1925
and appointed the carpenter Bardon as commissioner. In Trnava, on 18 January 1925,
the DPakovo administrator Puka Bjez dissolved the municipal council, even though the
members had sworn an oath. He appointed as commissioner the Radical Nikola
Milinkovi¢ from Svetoblazje. In Kaptol, the municipal council was also dissolved, and
Slavko Markoti¢ was appointed as administrator.”>*

» In Nijemci, Mica Bilandzija shouted “Long live Radi¢” at a public assembly and was
arrested by gendarmes. He was taken to Vinkovci, where district head Lazi¢ sentenced
him to 14 days in jail **

> The district head Huber sentenced Dr Zani¢ in Nova Gradigka on 23 January 1925 to 14
days in jail because he told the commissioner at a municipal council meeting that money
had been stolen from the municipal treasury.>>

» In Dakovo, the market chief Andra Mori¢ was dismissed for being a candidate on
Davidovi¢’s party list. The commissioner appointed in his place was the royal public
notary Ivan Kenfelj, who sided with the Radicals.*’

» Feliks Lachner, a merchant from NasSice, sent a protest letter to the district administrator
Dr Ivan Spoljar regarding the detention of his son Stjepan, a 4th-grade student, and two
of his classmates for allegedly posting Davidovi¢’s political posters, which were legally
permitted and properly stamped according to state censorship.>®

» City clerk Aleksander Peheim in Vukovar, a member of HZ, was suspended on 27
January 1925 after 31 years of service. This action was carried out by Biljcevi¢ and
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commissioner Vukovi¢, leaving Peheim, his wife, and three children without means of
support.>®

» In Svilaj, the municipal council was dissolved on 29 January 1925, and commissioner
Osmerici¢, a Radical and “completely incompetent man who serves as a laughingstock
for the village,” was appointed.®®

» After arresting HRSS supporters and committee members and the mayor himself, the
municipal council in Petrovaradin was dissolved on 1 February 1925. Commissioner
Anoj¢i¢, the head of the police, was appointed.®®!

» In Vrbova, peasant Ivan Mareni¢ paid a mass for Stjepan Radi¢’s health. District
head Huber of Nova Gradiska learned of this and had Mareni¢ arrested, sentencing
him to 8 days in jail >

» Municipal commissioner Barbari¢ in Sibinj issued a warning to former municipal
councillors that they would be held accountable if any disturbances of public order
occurred in the municipality. The article commented: “This unprecedented action by the
authorities, taking free citizens as hostages, caused great outrage among the people.
Therefore, the former municipal councilors shall be held accountable for the
orchestrated acts of all sorts of paid rascals.”®3

» District head Jovanovi¢ summoned all ballot box guards of opposition parties,
especially those of HRSS, in Batina, and obtained the following statement from them:
“I, the undersigned, have never given permission to be appointed as a guard of the HRSS
ballot box (Davidovi¢’s, Socialist, or German, as the case may be), because I am a loyal
citizen and not a supporter of the bloody HRSS (or any other as above), and I solemnly
declare that I am a Radical.” It was reported from Batina that this Jovanovi¢ would be
handed over to the court.”**

» In Virovitica, the government commissioner summoned the dismissed manager of the
city funds, Mr Ecer, and told him that he must bring the management of the city funds
back to normal, free of charge, and then he would once again be left without a job. They
threatened that if he did not want to do this, “they would beat him up,” without
considering that he already had a wife and three children at the time.*®

» “U svim krajevima hrvatske vrsi se uzasan teror, koji narod junacki podnosi.” [In All
Parts of Croatia, a Terrible Terror Is Being Carried Out, Which the People Endure
Heroically] was the headline of an article published in Hrvatski list on 7 February 1925.
It described terror against citizens in several towns and villages. Among other things, it
stated that in Stenjevec on 6 February 1925, the municipal council was dissolved, “and
the commissioner appointed was innkeeper Serti¢, the father-in-law of former minister
Poljak.”>%¢

» The chief of police in Pozega, “yellow-beaked Markovi¢,” until 5 February 1925, with
the assistance of Commissioner Jovanovic, carried out terror the likes of which Pozega
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had never experienced in its history. Citizens were imprisoned “for the slightest
offenses” and sentenced to 10 days in jail without a hearing, while many citizens were
placed under police supervision and were not allowed to leave their homes after 7
p.m 57

» By order of the Virovitica district head Huzjak, on 6 February 1925, armed men from
Cabuna arrested Franjo Kuhar and Josip Kult, farmers from Levinovci, who also served
as HRSS ballot box guards at the polling station in Pivnica. They were brought to
Virovitica where Ilija Krkovi¢, a teacher from Pceli¢ and deputy of the district candidate
on the Radical-Democratic list, spoke with them, urging them to give up their duties as
ballot box guards. They refused and were held in detention. In Vili¢ Selo near Pozega,
gendarmes arrested HRSS ballot box guards and 16 other peasants, taking them all to
detention in Pozega.’*®

» Royal notary Dr Nikola Niki¢ was appointed by the State Committee as the chairman
of the election committee at the Brod I polling station. On 7 February 1925, at 3 p.m.,
he went to the polling station, but the commander of the police guard forbade him
access based on an oral order from district head Mesterovi¢. Upon Dr Niki¢’s request,
Mesterovi¢ gave him official confirmation that access to the polling station was
forbidden based on an order from the Ministry of Internal Affairs. Also, on 7 February
1925, a company of soldiers and 16 armed men with bombs were sent to the village of
Sibinj, and a “whole army battalion” was dispatched to other villages around
Brod.’®

» On election day, 8 February 1925, in Nova Gradiska, district head Huber ordered the
detention of HRSS ballot box guards from Dragali¢, Ivanovi¢, and Zukanovi¢. They
were released only in the evening of 9 February 1925, so they could not exercise their
voting rights.>”

» On 10 February 1925, the town crier in NasSice announced that the government had won
the elections. Citizens Jankovi¢, Kneif, and the Kelemen brothers objected to the town
crier, suggesting that this might not be true. The district head Spoljar had them
imprisoned and sentenced each to two days in jail °"!

> District head Jakovljevi¢ dissolved the municipal council in Zupanja on 13 February
1925. He appointed notary Tomasié¢ as commissioner.>’>

» District head Puro Besch issued an order that all inns and establishments in Pakovo
must be closed by 6 p.m. No more than three citizens may be on the street together.
After 9 p.m., no one may be on the street. Events, parties, and cinema screenings are
allowed only until 5 p.m. These measures were enacted in response to an innocent
demonstration by Pakovo youth celebrating the opposition’s victory.””

» In Sikirevci, the municipal council was dissolved on 7 March 1925, and Toma Galovi¢,
“a man of questionable conscience and similar character,” was appointed
commissioner.””*

367 “Pozega pod komesarijatom. NeCuven izborni teror.”, Hrvatski list, 6, 7 February 1925, no. 36 (1353): 5.

%8 “Hapgenje ¢uvara kutija HRSS. U virovitickom i poZeSkom kotaru.”, Hrvatski list, 6, 8 February 1925, no. 37
(1354): 2.

%62 “Brod, 7 February.”, Hrvatski list, 6, 8 February 1925, no. 37 (1354): 2-3.

570 “Huber ostaje Huber i na izbora. Zuluméar do kraja.”, Hrvatski list, 6, 12 February 1923, no. 42 (1459): 2.
>’1“T u Nagicama bubnjaju. I gradane zatvaraju.”, Hvatski list, 6, 13 February 1925, no. 43 (1460): 5.

572 “K omesarijat u Zupanji. Cudna odredba kot. predstOJmka ”, Hrvatski glas, 17 February 1925, no. 1 (108): 3.
573 “Opsadno stanje u Pakovu. Zbog manifestacije.”, Hrvatski glas 17 February 1925, no. 1 (108): 5.

574 “Raspusteno opéinsko zastupstvo.”, Hrvatski list, 6, 13 March 1925, no. 51 (1468): 5.






110

in the Kingdom of SHS for the Territory of Croatia, Slavonia and Medimurje, Zagreb I'V,” dated
4 January 1925, which will be cited further in the text.

Members of all the aforementioned organizations became particularly active after the
Obznana against the HRSS and throughout 1925. They had open and covert support from the
Pasi¢—Pribicevi¢ (PP) government. What follows are descriptions of these criminal activities as
reported by Hrvatski list.

In Hrvatski list of 4 January 1925, a letter titled “COMBAT SUBCOMMITTEE OF
THE CHETNIKS IN THE KINGDOM OF SHS FOR THE TERRITORY OF CROATIA,
SLAVONIA AND MEDIMURJE, ZAGREB 1V” was published. It had been sent on 20
December 1924°7¢ to Janko Doki¢ in Gudovac. The letter stated that it was written by order of
the “Supreme Command of the Chetniks of the Kingdom of SHS.” It noted that Ivan Doki¢,
son of Janko Doki¢, was on the list of military deserters and ordered the following: “You are to
ensure that your son Ivan Doki¢ reports to either the civil or military authorities by 15 January
1925 at the latest, or within 30 days of receiving this letter, and that you remain at the disposal
of the authorities when they are in pursuit of your son. — Otherwise, if your son Ivan does not
report within the specified time, WE SHALL, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ORDERS
OF OUR SUPREME COMMAND, DESTROY YOUR ENTIRE FAMILY, BURN
DOWN YOUR BUILDINGS, AND TAKE YOU YOURSELF CAPTIVE AS
RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS ACT, AND YOU WILL REMAIN IMPRISONED UNTIL
YOUR SON REPORTS TO THE AUTHORITIES. We further warn you THAT THE
AUTHORITIES DO NOT HINDER US IN OUR ACTIONS, and even less your
organization HRSS. This is our order and you are to abide by it.” The editors stated that they
felt no need to comment further on such a letter. They only publicly asked the regional Grand
Prefect Ante Perkovi¢ whether he was aware of this “organization, which appears to stand under
a certain powerful protection,” and whether he was “willing and ready to take under protection”
Mr Janko Dokié and his son Ivan Dokié¢.>”’

In FeriCanci, at the beginning of 1925, local ORJUNA members attacked Croatian
youths, but the youths beat them so severely “that they will lose the will for further exploits.”
The police arrested several Croatian youths and handed them over to the court in NaSice. The
report concluded with the words: “They are guilty because they defended themselves. They
should have folded their arms and received beatings from all sorts of imported scoundrels.”>’®

On 8 January 1925, the district authority in NaSice dissolved the “market-town council,”
appointing as commissioner the former municipal clerk Stjepan Krznari¢, described as a “newly
minted ORJUNA member.” Rumours also spread that all municipal councils in the NasSice
district would be dissolved.>”

In Novi Sad, on 11 January 1925, members of SRNAO together with the police attacked
Dragutin Peci¢, the holder of the Democratic Party list. He managed to take refuge in the house
of Suzi¢, president of the Radical Party, but the attackers fired 50 shots at the house and smashed
all its windows >*

On 14 January 1925, ORJUNA members in Zagreb issued “a leaflet in which they
harangued against judges.”®!
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By order of the Osijek Grand Prefect Perkovi¢, on 13 January 1925 in NaSice
commissioner Stjepan Krznari¢ was removed from office and replaced by “a certain Gruber
from Osijek, an unemployed ORJUNA member, for whom, according to the gendarmes, the
Novi Sad police had issued a warrant for theft.”>%?

In Klokocevci, on 12 January 1925, the municipal council was dissolved and Mile
Vukadinovi¢, a municipal treasurer from NaSice and an organized ORJUNA member, was
appointed commissioner.”®?

In Zagreb, on 15 January 1925, the police sentenced the injured Croatian Sokol member
Belak to 7 days in prison, while the ORJUNA member who had injured him was released.”®*

On 16 January 1925, the Royal Court Table in Mitrovica acquitted peasants Luka Peck
and Pavle Spaji¢ from Novi Banovci of charges that, “after the dissolved HRSS assembly on
12 October 1924 in Stara Pazova, they fired several shots into a crowd of SRNAO and ORJUNA
members, killing Ruda Urosevi¢, president of the Radical organization in Vojka, and lightly
wounding the Chetnik Zika Vorkapi¢ from Vojka.”>®®

On the night of 17/18 January 1925 in Vinkovci, the “detective” and ORJUNA member
Banjeglav arrested 9 youths for singing Croatian patriotic songs. On 19 January 1925, they were
sentenced — those under 18 to 8 days in prison and those over 18 to 14 days in prison.>

In the territory of the Travnik district, Chetniks were also activated and sought, by
persuasion or by force, to dissuade Radical dissidents from standing as candidates in the
elections.”®’

The president of the HRSS in Cepin, the shoemaker Alojz Kralik, was arrested on 29
January 1925. On 28 January 1925, gendarmes, in the presence of “Chetniks,” conducted a
search of his home for the third time; although they found nothing suspicious, they nevertheless
arrested him. The gendarmes first took him to their station, where Sergeant Veselinovi¢ struck
him “twice in the face with his fist,” and the following day they transferred him to prison in
Osijek. %

A report from Orahovica stated that on 26 January 1925 the tradesman Stjepan Grbi¢
was arrested because he reacted to provocation and attacks by an ORJUNA member. According
to the district authority, he was sentenced to 8 days in prison, without the right to appeal. It was
particularly emphasized that the Law on the Election of National Representatives “explicitly
states that no one may be imprisoned, nor summoned to serve a sentence, etc., 15 days before
elections and 3 days after elections.”®

On 27 January 1925, Tanasija Dimitrijevi¢ Alavanti¢ attempted to send a telegram from
the post office in Ilok in which, as a Serb, he congratulated Dr Ante Trumbi¢ on his energetic
defense of civil rights, condemning the “cunning conduct of the government.” The postal clerk
was surprised and telephoned the director of the local post office asking what she should do.
She was told that such a telegram must not be accepted. Shortly thereafter, a telegram was sent
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from the same post office “greeting Pribi¢evi¢ and celebrating the deeds of ORJUNA.” Thus,
double standards.>*

The day after the elections, on 9 February 1925, it was reported from Cepin that since
the evening of 8 February 1925 the village had been practically mobilized: “... the men are
armed with axes, clubs, and pitchforks, day and night prepared to repel attacks by the so-called
‘Chetniks,” who openly threaten arson and the murder of all Croats and — Swabians.” The author
of the article praised the organization of the people, who had first prevented the seizure of ballot
boxes from polling stations, which the “Chetnik” Dordevi¢ had attempted in the company of
gendarmes. On election day itself, rifles were fired “by the Orthodox and ‘Chetniks.’
THEY CONTINUOUSLY DROVE THROUGH THE VILLAGE BY CAR, SHOUTING
FURIOUSLY THAT TONIGHT EVERY THIRD CROATIAN OR SWABIAN HOUSE
WOULD BE BURNED, THAT EVERY SECOND CROAT WOULD BE KILLED.
FROM TOMORROW THERE IS NO MORE CROATIA. THIS IS GREAT SERBIA.
The purpose was, through their shouting and gunfire, to intimidate voters so that they
would not go to the polling station and would not vote. THE GENDARMES SUPPORTED
THESE OUTRAGES AND ACTS OF VIOLENCE. The whole of Cepin has not slept for
two nights. THE PEOPLE ARE READY FOR ANYTHING. RELY ON YOUR OWN
STRENGTH AND DO NOT FALTER!”>!

The newly elected Radical deputy Bingulac-Makazov organized a victory celebration in
Vukovar on 9 February 1925. At the head of the column marched the “guardians” of order —
Chetniks, who carried the king’s portrait before the procession. They stopped in front of the
residence of the grand prefect, where several speeches were delivered, during which “the well-
known shouts against the Croats were heard.” After that, the demonstration turned into
savage rioting and genuine Balkan vandalism. They first smashed the windows of the
Croatian Joint-Stock Printing House and wrecked the furniture inside the building. At the
houses of the pharmacist Nikola Zebec and of Ivan and Josip Puhes, they broke windows and
destroyed household furnishings. At the residence of Szentgvorgyi and the merchant Matkovic,
they likewise smashed windows. Finally, they headed toward the Croatian Home, but there they
were blocked by the police.”?

The criminal acts of police officers in Osijek were reported in Hrvatski list of 11
February 1925. Police officers beat the worker Vladimir Ruvarac, whom they had arrested
without cause in front of the editorial office building of Hrvatski list, dragged him into the
police building and “there beat him with rifle butts” and trampled him on the floor. Finally, one
policeman struck him on the head with a rifle butt, causing him to lose consciousness. When he
regained consciousness, “they drove him out onto the street, bloody and torn.” Gustava
Veseli¢ and two other citizens were also abused by officers Milan Loncarevi¢, Dorde
Jovanovi¢, and another man from Virovitica, who told Veseli¢: “So you are Veseli¢! ORJUNA
Kkilled your brother, and the police will Kkill you!” The author concluded that such atrocities
“probably occur only in the notorious Belgrade ‘Glavnja¢a.’”>*

Further details about the terrible electoral terror across Croatia were reported in Hrvatski
list of 12 February 1925. Among other things, they reprinted part of a statement on the election

390 “Drzavna posta ne prima ,,protudrZzavne” brzojavke. Srbijanac-radnik estita g. dru Anti Trumbicu. Ali posta
ne prima brzojavku. — U isto vrijeme se¢ primaju brzojavke, kojima se veli¢aju Tiszini husari i zlo€inacka Orjuna.”,
Hrvatski list, 6, 1 February 1925, no. 31 (1348): 2.

591 «poglije ,,njihove pobjede”. Pod kakovim prilikama je obavljen izbor u Cepinu. Teror i prijetnje palezem i
umorstvima udruzenih oruznika i »&etnika«.”, Hrvatski list, 6, 10 February 1925, no. 40 (1357): 2.

92 “Vukovarski drzavotvorci lupaju prozore. Drzavotvorci u Vukovaru prireduju manifestacije, koje se pretvaraju
u hajducke demonstracije.”, Hrvatski list, 6, 11 February 1925, no. 41 (1458): 2.

393 “Iz osje¢ke »Glavnjade«. Zlo¢inacka djela pobjesnjelih policajaca. Tesko stanje starca Bagica. — Zlostavljanje
radnika Ruvarca. —»Orjuna ti je ubila brata, a tebe ¢e policijal«.”, Hrvatski list, 6, 11 February 1925, no. 41 (1458):
3.



113

results given to the press by Dr Spaho. According to him, it had been shown that despite terror
and violence, and despite the ban on HRSS, the government had not succeeded in destroying it.
He cited several cases of violence, including one in Visoko, where the district head moved the
polling station in front of the Orthodox church and had the bells rung, simply to prevent
Muslims from coming. When they nevertheless arrived, Chetniks threw bombs at them, yet
they remained and voted. Terrible pre-election violence was also carried out in Banat. Thus, in
the municipality of Franzensfeld near Zrenjanin, deputy notary Aleksa Jovanovi¢ had Chetniks
search the houses of certain German voters, beating them, their wives, and children, as a
result of which the voters did not turn out for the elections.’”*

Before the court in Osijek on 5 May 1925, proceedings were held regarding a bloody
brawl that had occurred on the night of 7/8 September 1924 “between ORJUNA and workers.”
At that time, “ORJUNA members Stojan Sarkanjac, a coachman from Osijek, and Aleksandar
Budenko, a Russian refugee, were stabbed.” The accused were Antun Puri¢, a wheelwright’s
assistant from Nova Gradiska, and Karlo Hrvojevi¢, a miller’s assistant from Nova Kapela.
Only Duri¢ was present at the hearing, as Hrvojevi¢ was serving in the army. Puri¢ pleaded
necessary self-defense, stating that they had been attacked by a group “of more than 20
ORJUNA members,” who had pressed them against a wall. Puri¢ was sentenced to three
months’ imprisonment, suspended for five years.>*

The long-time correspondent of Hrvatski list from Sarajevo wrote on 29 June 1925 about
the crimes of the “respectable” Radical Kosta Vukadin in Sfetline in the Rogaska region. Armed
with a rifle, he robbed girls of their ducats, and despite reports against him, he was neither
detained nor investigated. On one occasion, when two people — one Catholic and one Muslim
— disappeared, suspicion fell on Vukadin because he had been with them on the night they
vanished. Yet no inquiry was conducted. Likewise, he and his Chetnik “brothers,” armed to
the teeth, stormed the offices of the Feltrinelli forestry company and extorted money.
However, when Vukadin, in a drunken state, “turned against his own brothers — the Chetniks,”
the situation changed. After a Chetnik celebration in Sfetline, he attacked and seriously
wounded a Sarajevo Chetnik, the railway official Toma Spadijer. The Chetniks publicly
threatened in the newspapers that they would settle accounts with Vukadin in their own Chetnik
manner if “the authorities would not or dared not.” Only then was Vukadin detained. During a
search of the area around his house, gendarmes found “four military rifles, much ammunition
— one ballot box, 137 voting balls, and some twenty padlocks for ballot boxes.”® This is
a clear indication of how the Radical authorities carried out and manipulated the election results
of 8 February 1925 in their favour.

Before the District Court in Osijek, presided over by judge Dr Topalovi¢, a hearing was
held on 17 July 1925 against the ORJUNA member Stevan Galovac, who in December 1924
had fired six shots from a revolver at the youth Slavko Pes, a tailor’s assistant, hitting him in
the right arm near the shoulder. Pes claimed that Galovac had lain in wait for him with the
intention of killing him. Galovac was sentenced, astonishingly, to only 14 days in prison. It was
concluded: “Had Pe§ fired at Galovac, he would certainly have been charged with
attempted murder.”>*’

On the occasion of the celebration of the thousandth anniversary of the Croatian
Kingdom in Sibenik, held on 8 and 9 August 1925, a handful of Yugoslav Sokol members and
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Persecution of Croatian educational institutions, professors and teachers
in the Kingdom of SHS in 1925 according to Hrvatski list

According to information published in Hrvatski list on 3 January 1925, the Minister of
Education issued a decision relocating the male teacher training school from Derventa to Banja
Luka %

Duro Kohari¢, a teacher and headmaster of the elementary school in Gorjani, who was
“president of the Croatian Teachers’ Association ‘Zajednica’ for the Pakovo district,” was
transferred to the village of Azanja in Serbia as of 1 January 1925. The transfer was carried out
by the “notorious Pribic¢evi¢ supporter Ika Ivaki¢, a teacher in TomasSanci.” A particular
problem was that Kohari¢ was an elderly man who lived with his family in Gorjani. The people
knew him as an exemplary teacher and a man of the people, and they were outraged by his
transfer %!

Among the many teachers who fell victim was Ivan Bensi¢ in Majur. He had spent a full
five years as a prisoner of war in Italy, “returned broken and exhausted, and resumed his former
teaching post in Majur.” In the middle of winter, Grand Prefect Bozi¢ transferred him from
Majur “to the Orthodox village of Gazije” in the Krndija hills, at his own expense, while
transferring the assistant teacher from Gazije, Grubaca, to Majur. No one asked who would
provide Bensi¢ with money for moving, and the small farm he had in Majur was ruined.®*?

According to Hrvatski list of 10 January 1925, the Sarajevo newspaper Pravda wrote
that the Grand Prefect of Travnik, DuSan Petrovi¢, had issued “an order to all offices in the
Travnik district that teachers be engaged in agitation for the Radical Party,” and that those who
did not comply would suffer unpleasant consequences. It was emphasized that the then “corrupt
clique (...) demonstrates that it considers the profession of educational workers equal to that of
gendarmes.”*?

“Demon na djelu” [Demon at Work] was the title of an article in the newspaper Slobodni
narod, which reported that Minister Pribi¢evi¢ was taking revenge on the children of his
political opponents. Among other things, “in the middle of winter, contrary to every legal
regulation, Mrs Zorka, daughter of M. Stankovi¢, and the daughter of Member of Parliament
Svetozar Dordevi¢ were transferred from Belgrade.” It was added that “Pribic¢evi¢ has ruined
several hundred Croatian teachers’ families and has now turned against the teaching
profession in Serbia as well.” It concluded: “Regarding Stankovi¢’s daughter, he exclaimed:
‘What, is she still here?” and ordered that an act of transfer be drafted immediately, without any
regard for the permanence of a teaching post. And the teachers’ association remains silent about
all this!”®%

From Krizevci, Professor Mastrovi¢ was transferred on 19 January 1925 to KruSevac in
Serbia %

Svetozar Pribi¢evi¢ dismissed two school inspectors, Gligorije Drakalovié (Stip district)
and Benedikt Popovi¢ (Kicevo district), solely because they had stood as candidates in the
elections on the Democratic lists of Davidovié’s party .
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Teacher Dragutin Simunovski, a native of Osijek, described as a quiet and peaceful man,
was transferred on 21 January 1925 “from the village of Ledenik near NaSice all the way to the
village of Studenice in Lika, near Perusi¢.” The reason for the transfer was, as usual, “for
administrative needs.” Prior to that, the head of the county office, Jankovi¢, had demanded that
he persuade the people to enroll in the Radical Party. The “innkeeper from Koska, Kovacevi¢,”
pressured him to join Pribicevi¢’s party, and a volunteer named Trbljanovi¢ urged him to join
the Radicals. Simunovski pleaded with them to leave him alone, as he was not inclined toward
that, and he was already burdened by family circumstances: “three of his children had died, and
a fourth lived with a sick mother.” Nevertheless, the authorities of the time mercilessly
transferred him in the middle of winter.®"”

By decision of Minister Pripac, as many as 24 teachers in Croatia were prematurely
and forcibly retired, effectively as punishment %%

On 26 January 1925, the headmaster of the elementary school in Virovitica was
dismissed from service, although he had already completed 32 years of service. He was
transferred to Zveka in Serbia, and teacher Cerovski was appointed in his place.®”

In the article entitled “Rad ministra prosvjete u zimskoj sezoni. Premjestanja,
namjestanja, otpustanja...” [The Work of the Minister of Education in the Winter Season.
Transfers, Appointments, Dismissals...], published in Hrvatski list on 27 January 1925, data
were presented from the education sector concerning promotions, the appointment of substitute
female teachers, the appointment of assistant teachers, the naming of full teachers, the
appointment of head teachers, retirements, transfers at personal request, appointments by royal
decree, but also transfers at the request of others — that is, due to the current political
situation. As a result, as many as 18 teachers were unjustly and unfairly transferred.®!?

In Gradina, on 28 January 1925, the municipal clerk, together with a scribe and a
constable, conducted a search of the reading room, confiscated all books and other property,
and sealed the door. Everything was done by order of the Royal District Authority from
Virovitica. It was concluded that this was “the stupidity and violence of desperate rulers.”®!!

Hrvatski list of 31 January 1925 published a lengthy article on the persecution of
teachers. It emphasized that the regime “separates wife from husband, father from his
family, merely to destroy those who do not bow their necks before it.” An example was
cited of a circular letter from the presidency of the Association of Yugoslav Teachers (UJU) for
the districts of Vukovar and Vinkovci, sent to “all teachers of those districts.” Teachers were
asked to pay their membership dues, and the names of those who failed to do so would be
published in their journals. It was concluded that this “circular” was “a perfect example of a
blackmailing and threatening letter (...) announcing denunciation, and denunciation the
signatories even consider their duty... (...) Denunciations arrive, and from the Ministry of
Education telegrams of transfers, retirements, and dismissals of teachers are sent out in all
directions.”*?
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Teacher Stjepan Petri¢evi¢, who had served for more than 10 years to the satisfaction of
both the people and the authorities in Dragali¢ near Nova Gradiska, was transferred by telegram
to Serbia, to the village of Stepojevac. Petri¢evi¢ had five small children and wondered where
he would take them.'?

An author signing as “Hrvat” published an article in Hrvatski list of 26 May 1925
entitled “Prosvjetno pljackanje” [Educational Plundering]. At the beginning of the article, he
wrote: “Svetozar Pribicevi¢ chose for himself the portfolio of Minister of Education with
the sole intention of destroying and eradicating all the educational achievements of the
Croatian people.” It was emphasized that he had “against the interests and needs of education
fragmented the educational administration into separate regions” and had “dispersed all the
good educational civil servants and replaced them with others whose primary concern and duty
was reverence for the personal cult of Svetozar.” It was added that this was not enough for him,;
around Ascension Day 1925, he removed about 200 movable items (“writing desks,
ordinary tables, leather furniture sets, mirrors, paintings, cabinets, carpets, coat racks,
and even spittoons”) from the building at 10 Opaticka Street in Zagreb and transferred
them to the ministry in Belgrade. Thus, the entire second floor and part of the ground floor
were left empty, except for the office of the former inspector, then “Professor of Category I,
Group IV,” Sava Roksandi¢, who was intended to continue supervising education.®

The District Authority from Virovitica closed the Croatian Reading Room in Gradina
on 21 January 1925 and confiscated all its property. After repeated requests for the Reading
Room to be reopened, on 23 June 1925 a “reply arrived from the District Authority in Virovitica
stating that the reopening of the Reading Room in Gradina was not permitted!®!"”

In the article “Skupstina ucitelja iz Hrvatske 1 Slavonije” [Assembly of Teachers from
Croatia and Slavonia], it is stated that former Minister Pribic¢evi¢ dissolved the old Union of
Croatian Teachers’ Associations and “by force compelled Croatian teachers” to join the
Association of Yugoslav Teachers (UJU) for Croatia and Slavonia.®'® On this topic,
Hrvatski list also received a commentary from a teacher entitled “Croatian Teachers and the
UJU,” which stated that the UJU, through its newspapers Jug and Straza, had invited “dear
brothers” to an assembly in Osijek. The author, signing as “Teacher,” asked, “Are the
persecuted to see ‘dear brothers’ in their persecutors?” He supported this by noting that in
the Osijek region alone more than 70 teachers had been prematurely retired and had
already gone six months without any income. All teachers, moreover, suffered various
barbaric persecutions, yet were hypocritically addressed as “dear brothers.”¢!”

Sluzbene novine of 20 August 1925 published, under the title “Premjestanje prof.
Cepuli¢a” [Transfer of Professor Cepuli¢], the King’s decision, made at the proposal of the then
Minister of Education, to transfer Milan Cepuli¢, a professor at the boys’ grammar school in
Osijek, to the one in Bakar. At the end of the text it was stated that this should be “one of the
last victims of the Osijek ‘black cabinet.””®!®

Hrvatski list reported that on 1 September 1925 teacher Stjepan Fligi¢ voluntarily
ceased to be a member of its editorial staff, since after two years of pleading and waiting he
had finally obtained a post in the village of Martinac near Bjelovar. The article further stated:
“He took refuge in the editorial office of the Hrvatski list until the thunder-wielders who so
rampaged and ravaged our education would take pity on him. He sought posts to which no one
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else wished to go, yet he did not receive them. The tutors of education preferred to leave schools
closed and children without instruction rather than entrust them to a qualified man who in
school is only a teacher and not a party man. In one school in the Pakovo region, a peasant who
learned to read and write in Mitrovica is running the school, yet even there they would not allow
Mr Fligi¢. We wish our former colleague and friend success in his work in the field of national
education, and may he never bow his head before those worse than himself.”®"”

In Sarajevo, on 25 September 1925, a large protest assembly was held against the
abolition of the convent teacher-training school at the Institute of St. Joseph, at the invitation
of the Croatian Woman and the Catholic Women’s Association in Sarajevo. The first to speak
was Professor Jagoda Truhelka, who presented the history of the long-standing cultural and
educational work of the Teacher-training School of the Daughters of Divine Love in Sarajevo.
The school had been founded in 1884, and from that time until 1925 it had graduated 1,400
capable female teachers. The school operated in the spirit of national unity and religious
tolerance. Thus, this Catholic religious school also admitted and prepared many non-Catholics,
including Muslim women, for the teaching profession. Truhelka mentioned that a government
delegate had often declared at final examinations that the pupils of this institute performed much
better than those of the state teacher-training schools. At the end, Truhelka read the decision
abolishing the school, stating that it was unconstitutional, which was further explained by the
lawyer Dr Ivica Pavi€i¢, emphasizing that the abolition was unlawful and unconstitutional. He
concluded by saying that the feeling of Catholic and national consciousness rebelled against the
minister’s order. Mrs Dvornikovi¢ observed that the schools at that time were largely
organized in an entirely Serbian spirit, as Serbian teachers predominated and the
textbooks were exclusively by Serbian authors. The legal clerk Dr Stipanci¢, in his passionate
speech, stressed that it was the natural and legal right of parents to send their children to the
schools they wished and desired. Retired senior adviser Gasi¢, in a long speech, emphasized
that the school had greatly contributed to high moral standards in private and public life. The
retired grammar school director Mijo Poljak stated that the convent teacher-training school had
spread education among the people with very meagre state subsidies and observed that
economic reasons alone should have been decisive in prompting the state to continue supporting
it. He also said that in general all books coming from the Croatian side were being removed
from schools. He emphasized: “We are not opponents of Cyrillic, but we cherish our own
as well.” At the end, a protest resolution was read and unanimously adopted. The resolution
was sent to all Croatian and Slovenian members of parliament. %’

In Sid, on 5 October 1925, a celebration was held marking the thousandth anniversary
of the Croatian Kingdom and the consecration of the new building of the local Croatian Reading
Room. A very large number of people attended, both from Sid itself and from the surrounding
area, especially from Tovarnik. A report from Sid most sharply condemned the “act of
irresponsible elements who, on the night before the celebration, smeared the facade of the
reading room with eggs.”**!

Hrvatski list of 13 October 1925 published a short notice under the title “Kulturni
skandal” [Cultural Scandal]. It reported that “the headmaster of the Osijek Higher Grammar
School, Mr Koch, on the basis of an order from the Ministry of Education, dissolved four
upper grades of the school (V, VI, VII, and VIII) and sent the pupils home.” He directed
them to continue their education at grammar schools in Vinkovci, Pozega, and Zagreb. In this
way, 40 pupils were dismissed, an average of 10 per grade. The decision arrived a month and a
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half after the school year had already begun. The unsigned author particularly emphasized that
the grammar school had existed since as early as 1764. A justified question was raised: if
abolition was indeed intended, could this not have been done gradually, allowing pupils to
complete the grammar school they had enrolled in and attended? The Ministry justified its
decision by citing the small number of pupils, but this had been known in previous years without
any move toward abolition. The procedure caused general consternation in Osijek, and steps
were already being taken with the government to have this “senseless order rescinded.”®??
Nevertheless, on 13 October 1925 the county authorities ordered that from 14 October 1925
instruction in the upper grades of the grammar school in Osijek should resume, “as steps have
been taken with the government to have this order revoked.”¢%
The Assembly of the Croatian Professors’ Association was held in Zagreb on 11 October

1925. At that assembly, Croatian professors, among other things, demanded:

» that the thousandth anniversary of the Croatian Kingdom be celebrated in all
schools
that the injustice be corrected whereby almost all secondary school headmasters were
supporters of the greatest oppressor of Croatian interests
that a protest be lodged against the abolition of the female teacher-training schools of
the Sisters of Charity
that the Educational Council include an equal number of Croatian professors as
Slovenian and Serbian professors
that all dismissed, transferred, and prematurely retired professors — all members of the
Croatian Professors’ Association — be reinstated
that Belgrade textbooks not be imposed, as they corrupt the Croatian language
that Cyrillic script and the term “Serbian language” not be imposed
that the question of secondary school youth participation in the Croatian Sokol be
properly resolved
that the retirement age for full pension be equalized, since in Serbia it was 30 years of
service, and in Croatia 35 years.®%*
By decree of the Ministry of Education, the Higher Grammar School in Osijek was
finally closed on 21 October 1925. Pupils of the Sth, 6th, 7th, and 8th grades were informed
that the classes were being abolished due to the small number of students, and that on 22
October 1925 “the pupils may come to collect their certificates or confirmations of attendance
and then go wherever they know. Thus, an institution that has existed since 1766 and was one
of the cultural nurseries of Slavonia, one of the oldest, has been closed with a single stroke of
a blunt minister.” The unsigned author added: “These people who have carried out this assault
on the oldest institution in Slavonia are not worthy even to serve as doorkeepers in the Ministry,
let alone as leading ministers. Do these people have no sense or understanding that they are
abolishing such an institution, where our finest educators and most distinguished professors
worked? An institution that strengthened Strossmayer, Markovi¢, Harambasi¢, and many other
Croatian cultural workers with culture and knowledge. This news, that the Higher Grammar
School has been definitively closed — which we still can hardly believe — has provoked a storm
of indignation in all strata of the citizenry, regardless of nationality, for that institution also sent
many Serbs into the world, steeled with knowledge and honesty. Whomever you ask for an
opinion on this Balkan scandal, whether Croat or Serb, cannot find enough words to condemn
it. We still hope that there will be our people, both Serbs and Croats, who will enlighten this
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shopkeeper of a minister about the grave injury inflicted upon our national culture in Slavonia.
Surely the hoof of Pripac’s partisans is involved here, who, as we hear, still occupy all positions
in the Ministry of Education, from doorkeeper to minister.”%?

The Minister of Education, Velja VukiCevi¢, assessed the state of schooling as poor,
with which the unsigned author of an article in Hrvatski list of 3 November 1925 agreed. It was
stated that after the war 19 grammar schools with 8 grades had been founded, 22 had been
converted into such schools, 38 grammar schools with 4 grades had been established, and 100
civic schools with programs similar to grammar schools had been opened. Conditions in which
teaching was conducted were quite poor and inadequate. Textbooks were of low quality and
inconsistent. As for teaching staff, the situation was particularly difficult, as there was a severe
shortage of professors. It was noted that in all schools there were 2,063 classes with 80,000
pupils, while there were only 1,143 qualified professors. ¢

An author signing as “An Aggrieved Parent” wrote an extensive article following the
decision to abolish the Higher Grammar School in Osijek. He emphasized that the school “has
existed in Osijek for 160 years” and that he did not know “whether to be more astonished or
appalled at this procedure or at its reasons.” He rightly noted that if the school was to be closed,
it should have been done before the start of the school year, not six weeks after pupils had
attended classes, paid enrollment fees, and some parents had paid for lodging and secured
provisions. Abolition should have been gradual, one grade at a time, allowing those already
enrolled to complete their education there — especially those in the 6th, 7th, and 8th grades. Yet,
in his view, even those enrolled in the S5th grade were justifiably disappointed and deceived in
their hopes. Regarding general educational policy, he stated that it had been and continued to
be guided by party-political considerations (while Pribi¢evi¢ was Minister of Education).
Because of this, “secondary schools sprang up everywhere like mushrooms after rain;
Pribicevi¢ even opened secondary schools in the remotest places of Lika.” This required more
teachers, but there were insufficient qualified personnel, so various unqualified individuals
were employed, including primary school teachers and, for example, Russian refugees, “mostly
former officers, thus without pedagogical or professional training, and moreover struggling
with language difficulties.” As to why the classical grammar school attracted fewer pupils, the
author wrote: “In these unhealthy educational circumstances, the Osijek grammar school
remained faithful to its tradition, for thanks to its fortunate fate it was spared the
aforementioned misfortunes and afflictions, and thus maintained an enviable level
compared to many other secondary schools in the homeland and compared to the Osijek
science-oriented grammar school (Croatian: realna gimnazija); yet precisely for that
reason it did not attract but repelled a larger number of pupils.” He concluded:
“Therefore, it was these reasons that should have been removed, not the school itself. A
diseased part of the body must be treated, not immediately amputated.” In his opinion, if there
were too many secondary schools, the state should first “close the new ones in small places
without teaching aids and equipment, without collections and laboratories,” and then the Osijek
grammar school would certainly never have come under consideration, as it proudly looked
back on 160 years of history, was equipped with teaching aids like few others, and
possessed rich professors’ and students’ libraries. He expressed the conviction that schools
in Korenica and other small places could not possibly have as many pupils as the Osijek
grammar school, yet Pribi¢evi¢ did not abolish them. He concluded that Osijek had until then
had a great classical grammar school and alongside it a great science-oriented grammar
school, and that the city needed both; therefore, all should oppose the abolition of the four upper
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grades of the Higher Classical Grammar school, and the city council, the regional grand prefect,
the mayor, and Croatian members of parliament should raise their voices against it.%*’

Before the Zagreb court, proceedings began on 4 November 1925 against the Croatian
journalist Slavko Cihlar. He was sued by the secretary of the Independent Democratic Party,
Stevo Stojanovic, over an article in the Zagreb newspaper Hrvat “in which the persecution of
Croatian teachers under the educational regime of Svetozar Pribi¢evi¢ is discussed.” In a
polemic with another Zagreb journalist, Cihlar reproached him for having “stood up for Stevo
Stojanovi¢, who had been a prominent functionary of Pribicevi¢’s party in Croatia, yet had not
risen in defense of the persecuted Croatian teachers.” As a witness, the president of the Union
of Croatian Teachers, Mr Ivan Tomasi¢, first testified. He described the seizure of Croatian
teachers’ property and cited individual cases of persecution and transfers solely because they
were Croats. He concluded that all persecutions had been carried out by order of the “black
cabinet” of the Independent Democratic Party in Zagreb, 17 Ilica Street. In contrast,
Independent Democrats were “promoted without the necessary professional qualifications.” Dr
Albert Bazala described individual persecutions of Croatian teachers carried out at the initiative
of the Independent Democratic Party “under the general pretext of ‘service needs.”” He cited
cases of teachers who had been retired and then dismissed from service. Bazala testified that
Superintendent Lazi¢ came to teacher Kati¢ “with a slip of paper and told him that he was no
longer the teacher there, but Samardzi¢ was, whom the superintendent had immediately brought
with him.” Kati¢ did not even receive a decree. Bazala further testified that a member of the
Independent Democratic Party organization had told the school director in Pozega, Kuntari¢,
that he would be transferred — before he had officially been transferred. This showed that
persecutions and transfers were carried out “with the knowledge and by order of the political
organization.” He therefore considered the plaintiff co-responsible. Former secretary in the
Ministry of Education, Dr Zlatko Kuntari¢, also testified, stating “that from the discovered files
in the Ministry of Education it can be seen that the persecution of Croatian teachers originated
at the initiative of Pribiéevi¢’s party.” He mentioned “the case of his father, a director in
Pozega, whose transfer was known to the organization of the Independent Democratic
Party before he himself was officially informed.” Milan Novoseli¢, a dismissed teacher from
Medimurje, testified that he had been “dismissed on the basis of a decree by the Independent
Democrat Dr Zganec and without investigation,” while many “Croatian teachers in Medimurje
were evicted by gendarmes.” He added that “the plaintiff Stevo Stojanovi¢ told him in the café
‘Corso’ that he was not opposed to the persecution of Croatian teachers and that if Croatian
teachers wanted to achieve anything, they all had to join the Yugoslav Teachers’
Association.”®® During the continuation of the proceedings, documents concerning the
persecution of Croatian teachers were read, and particularly moving was “a letter from the sister
of the late Croatian teacher Kamenar, who, persecuted and dismissed from service, died
in poverty.” In the closing speech of Mr Ivica Kovacevi¢, defense counsel for Cihlar, it was
stated that the persecution of Croatian teachers and the co-responsibility of the plaintiff Stevo
Stojanovié had been proven.®* The verdict in this trial was announced on 6 November 1925,
and it amounted to a condemnation of “Pribi¢evi¢’s educational regime.” Thus, Croatian
teachers received moral satisfaction. The court established that it had been proven “that the
persecution of Croatian teachers during the ministerial tenure of Svetozar Pribicevié¢
factually existed,” and that this was solely because “they belonged to the Union or Association
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of Croatian Teachers.” It was established that some had been unlawfully transferred to
inferior posts in Serbia. Those teachers who, under the new civil service law, had declared
themselves Croats or priests in their personal records, during Pribi¢evi¢’s tenure as minister,
“were pensioned off or dismissed.”®3

In Hrvatski list of 6 November 1925, “An Affected Parent” once again wrote extensively
about the problem of closing the upper grades of the Classical Grammar School in Osijek. He
stated that in many countries voices had been raised against classical grammar schools, claiming
that “the study of Latin and Greek is a superfluous burden from which no one derives any
benefit.” He considered these objections justified for those who intended to “devote themselves
to crafts, trade, an ordinary private or state clerical career, attend a teacher-training college, or
a military school, because instead of those subjects they could study modern languages and
other practical matters to a greater extent.”

Attempts had been made to satisfy these needs and respond to such objections by
creating exclusively science-oriented grammar schools, but these too did not prove satisfactory.
They were not practical enough for some, while for others the necessary educational preparation
for attending higher education institutions suffered. Immature children were forced to choose
their future profession too early, transfers between school types involved many difficulties, and
if the transfer occurred too late or the obstacles could not be overcome, the result was failure.
For those intending to pursue academic studies, however, he believed such criticisms were
unfounded. He noted that the newly introduced science-oriented grammar schools had also
failed to satisfy all the needs of pupils. In defence of the continued existence of the Classical
Grammar School in Osijek, “An Affected Parent” cited part of the curriculum for secondary
education envisaged by the reform of the French educational system of 3 May 1923. According
to that reform, Latin and Greek were described as follows: “the final aim of these disciplines
and their unique virtue does not consist in giving the mind elegance through superfluous
ornamentation, but their value lies in solidity and in the measure of judgment, because
humanistic education seeks specially to foster the development of the analytical mind, full
strength, precision, and clarity of reasoning. And Hellenistic culture (...) will it not, with its
so rare humanity, enrich and complete humanism? Are not among all disciplines Greek and
Latin the most accessible to young men, particularly if the teacher knows how to make use
of all that they contain in moral richness, eternal youth, and living beauty?” In the curriculum
ultimately adopted in France, there emerged “a unified type of secondary school in which Latin
is taught from the first to the fourth grade (...) and Greek in the third and fourth.” After
completing the fourth grade of the lower grammar school, pupils choose either to continue
studying Latin and Greek or, instead, to study another modern language and the mother tongue
in greater depth, while the remaining subjects remain the same until the completion of this six-
year course of secondary education. After finishing the sixth grade, the first group continued
with a curriculum called the philosophical programme, and the second with one called the
mathematical programme. In contrast to such a programme, in the then Kingdom of Serbs,
Croats and Slovenes Latin in science-oriented grammar schools was taught only from the fifth
grade, while in the first four grades only one foreign language was taught and only national
history. The author of the article asked: “By what right can such a school still be called a
secondary institution, when its lower four grades are identical to any higher elementary or civic
school, while its upper grades differ from the lower grades of a true secondary school mainly
only in the age of the pupils! Why should we not have more of quality grammar schools, when
they exist throughout Serbia? Why should we no longer study, as Dositej says, ‘the golden and
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sweet language of Socrates and Homer’? Is everything already blinded by utilitarianism and
materialism, does culture mean nothing to us anymore...?”%!

After Stjepan Radié¢ took the oath in Belgrade on 18 November 1925 as the new
Minister of Education, he addressed the press. Among other things, he stated that his
predecessor Vukicevi¢ “had been too hasty in the matter of reducing grammar schools and had
not been sufficiently tactful. He too believes that grammar schools should be reduced, but
he will do so on a smaller scale and with greater tact.” Radi¢ spoke in particular about the
need to combat illiteracy. However, regarding university students and their professors he
declared that “they must not in general be members of political organizations, not even
nationalist ones, and if they are, they will be expelled from higher institutions.” This would
effectively make them citizens without rights!®3?

On 21 November 1925, the Member of Parliament Dr Bazala submitted a question to
the Minister of Education through the presidency of the assembly concerning the abolition of
the fifth to eighth grades of the large Classical Grammar School in Osijek. In his question he
emphasised “that the case of the Osijek grammar school is certainly quite unique. First of
all, it concerns an old institution with its own tradition and certain merits from a cultural
standpoint. Such an institution must not be lightly abandoned or abolished. Moreover, this
institution already possesses a collection of teaching aids and a library established earlier, which
also represents a certain educational capital that must be taken into account. This is particularly
important for the city of Osijek, which lacks a secondary school, as shown by the fact that the
present science-oriented grammar school has around 900 pupils.” He argued that with a little
consideration of the educational needs of the city of Osijek, another, more appropriate
solution could have been found than the reduction of the Osijek grammar school. The existing
science-oriented grammars school could have been divided into two institutions in such a way
that the first four grades, which had several parallel classes, would be relieved of overcrowding,
with some of those classes transferred to the grammar school, which would then be transformed
into a science-oriented grammar school. By bifurcation following the model of the grammar
schools in Karlovac or Varazdin, both science-oriented and classical streams could have
remained within it, and it would not matter that there were fewer pupils in the classical track,
since the majority of subjects would be taught jointly to both streams. In conclusion, Dr Bazala
asked the minister whether he was willing to change the decision of 7 October 1925 in the
indicated direction and “thus preserve the large grammar school in Osijek.” He requested an
oral reply, that is, an answer during the session of the National Assembly. In addition, Dr
Bazala, together with colleagues from the Croatian Community (HZ), submitted an
interpellation to the Minister of Education concerning the order issued by Minister Pribicevic,
which placed the Union of Croatian Teachers’ Societies under the Obznana and
prohibited teachers from being members of that Union, asking the minister whether he was
willing to remove the Obznana from the Union of Croatian Teachers’ Societies. Finally, Dr
Bazala raised questions concerning catalogues and pupil record books printed in Cyrillic script,
books printed in Cyrillic, and the unjust distribution of scholarships.®**
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college and sent their children there for schooling, and that they would not allow “Serbian
women’s societies to decide on the survival” of such an important institution.®**

Persecution of the Croatian Sokol movement in the Kingdom of Serbs,
Croats and Slovenes in 1925 according to Hrvatski list

After the First World War, the societies of the Croatian Sokol entered in 1919 the Sokol
Union of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes (from 1920 the Yugoslav Sokol Union). In 1922 the
Croatian Sokol withdrew from this union and restored the Croatian Sokol Union, which from
that time came under attack from the authorities. These persecutions intensified and became
more frequent after the proclamation of the Obznana against the Croatian Republican Peasant
Party (HRSS).

Thus, in Virovitica on 3 January 1925, a search was conducted at the home of Dr
Zmegat, president of the local branch of the Croatian Community, where two issues of Hrvatski
sokol and two issues of Glasnik sokolskog drustva were confiscated. A search was also carried
out at the shop and residence of Mate Paveli¢, the head of the Croatian Sokol, but nothing was
found %%

In Perusi¢, searches at the homes of the merchant Ante Vlaini¢, Josip Alivojvodi¢, and
several prominent members of the Croatian Sokol yielded no results, yet they were nevertheless
arrested. After this, around 500 peasants came to the court demanding that they too be
arrested %3¢

The persecution of the Croatian Sokol continued in the Pozega area. On 7 January 1925,
in Velika, Brestovac, Trenkovo, and Mihaljevci, the authorities “scattered and destroyed the
property of Sokol societies, took away their caps, and removed the badges from the
members.”%%’

Searches in Podgora¢ were carried out on 3 January 1925. At the home of the Croatian
Sokol secretary, Mr V. Zwingl, several issues of Hrvatski list were found and confiscated. On
5 January 1925, Sergeant Sandukci¢, accompanied by a gendarme and a municipal clerk, again
visited Zwingl. They informed him that the activities of the Croatian Sokol were being banned
because Zwingl was connected with the HRSS. The explanation was that this decision was
based on “certain documents,” and if Mr Zwingl continued to resist, Sergeant Sanduk¢ié
would “arrest him and take him to Nasice.”®®

In Kostajnica, searches were also carried out up to 8 January 1925, in the homes of
prominent Croats, including that of the head of the Croatian Sokol, Dr Josip Masek, and others.
In Nova Gradiska a search was conducted at the home of Dr Koch, president of the Croatian
Sokol, without results, but all presidents of the HRSS in the Nova Gradiska district were
nevertheless sentenced to 14 days in prison on the grounds that they had behaved arrogantly
during official proceedings.®*

The entire archive of the Croatian Sokol in Novo Sarajevo was confiscated. However,

since nothing compromising was found, the police returned the archive and the society was not
dissolved.®*
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On 9 January 1925, gendarmes from the Zagreb area brought in “seven peasants in
whose possession Sokol insignia were found.”®*!

By 9 January 1925, searches had been conducted in Cernik in the Croatian Reading
Room, the Croatian Sokol society, and the singing society Tomislav. At the home of Dr Koch,
the head of the Croatian Sokol in Nova Kapela, Croatian Sokol badges and tricolour flags were
confiscated, while books of Matica hrvatska were also seized as anti-state literature. Kutina was
not spared either. Searches were conducted among supporters of the HRSS, several books were
confiscated, the Croatian Sokol society was dissolved, and the Sokol hall was sealed.®*?

In Pozega, on 13 January 1925, a search was also conducted at the home of Armin Kohn,
a landowner, because he was secretary of the Croatian Equestrian Sokol and a member of the
Croatian Community.**

The innkeeper Jozo Svab in Lipovljani had his innkeeper’s licence revoked and his inn
sealed, while he himself was arrested because he was “the head of the Croatian Sokol in
Lipovljani.”®*

On 9 January 1925, gendarmes and police headed by Kuzmi¢ in NaSice broke into the
premises where the singing section of the Croatian Sokol was holding a rehearsal. They
dispersed the members, arrested the choirmaster Mandi¢, and took him to the municipal jail.
The following day Mandié was released without any explanation for his arrest.%*’

At the beginning of January 1925, the head of the railway station in Beli Manastir, Josip
Zagar, began harassing his subordinate staff and dismissed many of them from service. He was
already known for the fact that, “as stationmaster in Nova Kapela, he did not allow a train to
depart during a celebration of the Croatian Sokol with the Croatian flag unfurled.”®%

Members of ORJUNA in Zagreb attacked Belak, a member of the Croatian Equestrian
Sokol, near the café Narodna kavana on 14 January 1925, inflicting several wounds to his head.
Only after the intervention of citizens did the police arrest the attacker.®’

On 15 January 1925, the police in Zagreb sentenced the injured Croatian Sokol member
Belak to seven days in prison, while the ORJUNA member who had injured him was
released.®*®

In Pakrac, on 17 January 1925, police officers conducted searches in the Sokol hall and
at the homes of members of the leadership of the local Croatian Sokol society. They confiscated
gymnastic equipment, statutes, books, and 200 dinars, and the Sokol hall was closed by police
order without explanation. By contrast, in Vocin, “by order of the head of the district authority
in Slatina,” gendarmes conducted searches at the homes of officials of the local Croatian Sokol
and declared the society dissolved because the administrative authority had not confirmed the
statutes of the Croatian Sokol, although they had been submitted long before.**

On 15 January 1925, the newly appointed commissioner in Voéin filed a report against
the Croatian Sokol to the district head in Slatina, but a letter sent to Hrvatski list concluded:
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“There will never again be Yugoslav Sokols in Vo¢in; that is guaranteed to you by the brothers
of the Croatian Sokol.” ¢*

The Sokol member Stjepan Kosteli¢ in Pakrac, defending himself, beat two ORJUNA
members when they tried to take his Sokol badge. It was expected that criminal proceedings
would be initiated against him. %!

The persecution of the Croatian Sokol movement was discussed again in Hrvatski list
on 12 March 1925 in an article titled “Hrvatsko Sokolstvo. Daljnja proganjanja hrvatskog
sokolstva. — Teror na hrvatskom sokolstvu za vrijeme izbora. — Nova hrvatska sokolana u
Zagrebu. —I1I. svesokolski slet” [Croatian Sokolism. Further Persecutions of the Croatian Sokol
Movement — Terror Against Croatian Sokol During the Elections — A New Croatian Sokol Hall
in Zagreb — The Third All-Sokol Rally]. It stated that various segments of the Belgrade regime,
including the gendarmerie, had become masters over Croatian societies, particularly over the
Croatian Sokol movement. Thus, in Karlovac and the surrounding area many Croatian Sokol
societies were dissolved without cause and their property confiscated, including books. The
authorities had become particularly irritated by the existence of 150 Sokol societies with nearly
20,000 members. The Croatian Sokol branch Wilson Square in Zagreb was singled out as
especially active, with around 4,000 members. It was emphasised that the Cultural-Educational
Committee was active in organising tea gatherings and amateur theatrical performances, several
of which had been successfully staged in 1924. The article concluded by noting that the Croatian
All-Sokol Union was preparing the Third Croatian All-Sokol Rally in Zagreb to commemorate
the thousandth anniversary of the Croatian Kingdom 5>

Hrvatski list of 15 May 1925 published a report from the Croatian Sokol describing the
assembly of the Croatian Sokol district Fanova, held in Zagreb on 19 April 1925. At the meeting
a resolution was adopted which “strongly protested against the persecution of Croatian
Sokol societies and against the prohibition on schoolchildren attending exercises in
Croatian Sokol societies, which is particularly noticeable in Zagreb. There the Yugoslav
Sokols and their teaching staff conduct an utterly unworthy espionage and violence against our
Croatian children and their parents, in order to prevent them from sending their children to the
Croatian Sokol, which they claim to be republican, anti-state, and anti-dynastic.” It was added
that these accusations were unfounded, but that the Croatian Sokol “always stands boldly in
defence of its Croatian national rights in our new state, in which we Croats and our institutions
ought to be equal and possess equal state rights, just as the Serbian and Slovenian ones.” The
report also informed readers about a session of the central federal Sokol committee held on 3
May 1925. At that meeting it was learned that long-established Croatian Sokol societies “in
Varazdin, Cakovec, and Koprivnica had their Sokol halls unlawfully confiscated.” It was
further reported that in another town a gendarme entered a Croatian Sokol society and, without
a written order, dispersed its members, explaining that the society was “Radié-aligned, that is
Croatian, and therefore must not exist.” In one town “a commissioner banned Sokol
posters because they had been printed in Croatian national colours”. The Karlovac Sokol
was dissolved because of a tavern brawl that had no connection whatsoever with the activities
of the society. Yugoslav Sokol members pressured all civil servants to enrol in their societies,
threatening them with transfers to Macedonia if they refused. In Zagreb, the chief of police Dr
Bedekovi¢ (“an ardent Yugoslav Sokol member”) banned public fundraising for the Croatian
Sokol rally on Zrinski-Frankopan Day, claiming that this was not a humanitarian purpose, even
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though such collections had been permitted in previous years. It was reported that the rally
badge had already been completed, bearing the image of King Tomislav. The committee
responsible for preparing an exhibition asked all Croatian Sokol societies to bring as many
objects and documents as possible relating to their work for display in Zagreb. It was
emphasised that the Croatian Sokol branch Wilson Square in Zagreb was preparing especially
thoroughly for this exhibition, given its rich tradition since its foundation in 1874.5%

Dr Zani¢ submitted an interpellation on 29 May 1925 to the Minister of the Interior and
the Minister of Justice concerning the persecution of the Croatian Sokol in Nova Gradiska,
particularly regarding the attack by ORJUNA members and the police on Sokol members on
29 March 1923.6%4

The city commissioner in Vukovar, Dr Vukovi¢, punished all municipal officials and
employees who, as members of the Vukovar Croatian Sokol, had attended a public exercise of
the Croatian Sokol in Tlok on 28 May 1925. They were denied a two-day municipal allowance,
and they were threatened with dismissal should this occur again.®>

During the celebration of the thousandth anniversary of the Croatian Kingdom in
Sibenik on 8 and 9 August 1925, a provincial rally of the Croatian Eagle Union was also held,
attended by around 2,000 members of the Eagle movement. However, the Yugoslav Sokols and
ORJUNA members in Sibenik organised their own procession through the town and, upon
encountering the Sinj Eagle brass band, attacked it but were beaten back by the men from Sinj.
This did not deter the Yugoslav Sokols and ORJUNA members; during a concert by the Sinj
band in the Hotel Krka they again provoked disturbances, leaving a very poor impression on
numerous guests. They also sent word to their “comrades in Knin” to attack members of the
Eagle movement returning home from Sibenik. Accordingly, participants from PoZega and
Osijek were indeed confronted in Knin. “On that occasion ORJUNA members and Yugoslav
Sokols most shamelessly trampled the Croatian flag” in front of the Pozega participants. After
the Pozega group, the attackers also assaulted the Osijek group returning by a special train.
Three members of the Eagle movement were injured. Criminal charges were filed against the
instigators and attackers, and they were expected to answer for their crimes before the courts.®>®

On 9 October 1925, during a session of the National Assembly, the member of
parliament Dr Milovan Zani¢ addressed a question to the Minister of Transport of the Kingdom
of SHS, A. M. Radojevi¢, asking “why the Yugoslav Sokol Society was granted a much greater
railway concession than the Croatian Sokol Union (HSS) for travel to the rally and the
celebration of the millennium of the Croatian Kingdom in Zagreb.” Since Dr Zani¢ was
not satisfied with the response, he submitted a further question: “For what reasons, Mr
Minister, do you consider the rally of the entire Croatian Sokol movement and the
celebration of the thousandth anniversary of the Croatian Kingdom in Zagreb to be of less
importance than the district rally of the Yugoslav Sokol in Crikvenica, the legal congress in
Belgrade, and the festivities in Cetinje?” At the end of the article, the unsigned author
commented that these questions by Dr Zani¢ showed “how things were going for the Croatian
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k.5 He was released on 20 January 1925, which means that, though

661

district court in Osije
innocent, he spent eighteen days in detention.

In Delnice, on 5 January 1925, the lawyer and former minister Dr Ivan Krnic was
arrested, together with parish priest Bujan and several citizens. They were taken to the district
court in Ogulin, where they were interrogated and then released.®®* However, parish priest
August Bujan was again sentenced on 19 January 1925 to five days’ imprisonment and was
immediately detained to serve the sentence.®®?

On 7 January 1925 the district court in Varazdin issued a decision annulling the already
confirmed electoral list of Blaz Salamun. Another list, headed by parish priest Matica, was
submitted to the court in the hope that it would not be annulled, since Matica was not a member
of the HRSS.%%* Nevertheless, the Varazdin court also annulled this HRSS list.%¢°

On 10 January 1925, police officers handed over to the State Attorney’s Office in Split
Stipe Kastelan, parish priest in Gata, and Don Lujo Klarié, parish priest in Blato *%

In Slunj, on 13 January 1925, parish priest Mikan was arrested while he was
celebrating Mass. ¢’

From the island of Rab, on 15 January 1925, “many Istrian fighters, among them several
priests,” were brought to Sibenik and placed in custody.*®®

In Kozarac in Baranja, on 17 January 1925, a Mass was celebrated by an assistant priest
from Ceminac. In his sermon he agitated in favour of the Radical Party. From his speech the
following was quoted: “The Bunjevac party represents nothing, and Radi¢ is a traitor to the king
and the state, a Bolshevik spy who has been arrested and will be put on trial.” The assistant
priest added that he would soon return to Kozarac and would then make a list of all those who
wished to vote for the Radicals. He announced that he would deliver the list to the district chief
in Darda, who would ensure that everyone on it received from the state whatever they needed.
He concluded by saying that those who did not sign would be expelled to Hungary. The
background to such behaviour was that the assistant priest had been sent by the parish priest
from Cepin, who was Hungarian and wished “to ingratiate himself with the authorities, as he
had long been due to be transferred to Hungary.”%®° These were therefore subtle methods used
by the Radical-Pribicevi¢ government to persecute and intimidate priests and the population,
and to win over voters to support Radical electoral lists.

Parish priest August Bujan in Delnice was again sentenced on 19 January 1925 to five
days’ imprisonment and was immediately detained to serve the sentence.”

The district chief in Duvno arrested Fr. Simun Anéi¢, parish priest in Bukovica,
reportedly for political reasons, but he was released following protests from church
authorities.%"!

At the municipal office in Racinovci on 4 April 1925, “a brazen attack was carried out
against the elderly priest Dr Luka Senjak, chief secretary of the ‘Croatian Radisa’ in Zagreb.”
He had come to the municipal office to pay taxes and, being weak, sat down on a chair.
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However, the “irresponsible” municipal commissioner Baci¢ pulled the chair out from under
him and attacked him, causing great agitation among the people.®’>

During the night of 2627 July 1925, gendarmes “beat parish priest Don Bartul Ganza
of Dicmo nearly to death.” He was transferred in very serious condition to the hospital in Sinj.
The Bishop of Split informed Minister Kraja¢ about the incident, who intervened with the
Grand Prefect Perovi¢ so that the matter would be investigated. At the end of the report the
unsigned author added that the people were saying: “This is the first act of the policy of
‘agreement’ in Dalmatia.””

Towards the end of 1925, a campaign was conducted in the Belgrade press against the
Archbishop of Sarajevo Dr Ivan Sari¢. He was accused of having, on his initiative, removed a
portrait of King Alexander from the St Jerome Institute in Rome. On 15 October 1925,
Archbishop Sari¢ told the Zagreb correspondent of Hrvatski list that he had never even seen the
picture and therefore could not have protested against it. Regarding the concordat between the
Kingdom of SHS and the Vatican, Archbishop Sari¢ said that he would welcome such an
agreement because it would be beneficial both for the state and for the Catholic Church, but
added that the matter concerned the Holy See and the Kingdom of SHS rather than himself.
Concerning the Glagolitic liturgy, he stated that he had always supported it (considering it a
great privilege granted by the Holy See), but that he believed, as did the entire episcopate, that
this issue should not be included in the articles of the concordat itself.®’* It was therefore not
surprising that intrigues were launched against Bishop Sari¢, since he was recognised as a
Croatian patriot.

The St Joseph Institute in Sarajevo, run by nuns and existing since the time of the
Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, had the task of educating youth in its elementary school and
teacher-training college, both of which operated with public accreditation. In addition, the
sisters took in poor children who had lost their parents, relatives, and property, housing, feeding,
clothing, raising, and educating them free of charge. They also visited the sick in their homes
and cared for them without fixed payment, accepting whatever people could give. Interestingly,
not only Catholics but also Jews and even Orthodox Christians educated their children in
this institution. The Austro-Hungarian government had provided a certain financial subsidy,
mainly because the sisters cared for orphans. The government of the Kingdom of SHS abolished
this support, which could lead to the closure of this exceptionally socially beneficial institution.
The attack on the institute had begun during the tenure of Minister Pribi¢evi¢. On 22
November 1925 he issued an order that the students of the institute’s teacher-training college
could no longer take their final examinations there but had to do so at a state teacher-training
school. It was further ordered that the St Joseph teacher-training school be gradually abolished:
in the first year the first class would be closed, in the second year the second class, and so forth.
After four years the school would cease to exist; in fact, the first class had already been
abolished. This measure was justified by the claim that the students studied poorly, which the
Sarajevo correspondent strongly rejected, pointing out that the teachers at the institute
possessed the same qualifications as those in state institutions of the same type, qualifications
confirmed by the state itself. He described as even more drastic the intention to abolish the
elementary school in the institute as well, which would serve as “proof that a Catholic-
Croatian institution is not only incapable of training good teachers but is not even able to
teach children the alphabet and basic arithmetic.” The organisation Croatian Woman held
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a protest meeting in Sarajevo, and the correspondent expected that this might influence the
Ministry of Education to change its decision. He added that signatures were being collected in
Sarajevo for a petition against the closure of the schools, although signatures were also being
gathered in favour of abolishing monastic schools. In conclusion he expressed hope that the
new minister S. Radi¢ would reveal who was carrying out yet another “attack on Croatian
identity,” since “the Croatian population of the city of Sarajevo believes it has the right to
demand this in its own interest, in the interest of a noble institution and — finally — in the name
of justice. ™"

These were some of the persecutions of church dignitaries, priests, monks, and nuns in
1925 reported by Hrvatski list, but the greatest persecutions were yet to follow. They were in
fact foreshadowed by Stjepan Radi¢, as reported by the Belgrade newspaper Politika on 17 July
1925. He stated: “According to my opinion, clericalism is such a danger that our Croatian
people will never truly merge with the Serbian people until the Croats free themselves
from Rome completely. Croats cannot convert to Orthodoxy; that is neither necessary nor
possible, because strong counter-reactions would arise immediately. But I have always thought
that a Croatian Church independent of Rome and national in character should be created,
which in time could easily unite with the Serbian Orthodox Church. Of course, much work
would be required for that. (...) It may be that the Old Catholic Church could eventually be
used for this purpose; that is how I think of it now, although I do not know whether it will be
so or perhaps otherwise.” In Hrvatski list of 18 July 1925, Radi¢’s words from Politika were
quoted in conclusion: “... I believe that there can be no complete national unification
without religious unification. Every great nation has created its own church. Therefore, we,
who wish to build — or at least create the preconditions for — a spiritual Serbian-Croatian unity,
must create our own faith. Naturally this is not an immediate matter. Generations will pass.
But our generation should fulfil at least one precondition, namely that the Croats free
themselves from Rome. That may happen in a few years if Croats and Serbs remain united and
if we organise the state in such a way that we gain the time and opportunity to prepare
Croatian society well, even if it be for a Croatian Old Catholic Church.”*”® Given the course
of events in the following years, it could be said that Radi¢ at that time was perhaps saying what
the Radicals wished to hear!
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The Vienna newspaper Die Stunde reported on 9 January 1925, citing information from
Belgrade, “that the Soviet government had intervened with the Belgrade government on behalf
of Mr Radi¢ and his friends.”®%

After the new arrest of Hungarians in Subotica, the Subotica police accused the
Hungarian legation in Belgrade of being connected with the arrested individuals.®®!

Parisian newspaper Le Quoftidien published on 10 January 1925 a “protest of the
parliamentary majority against the dissolution of the HRSS.” The Italian press also published
extensive reports about the persecution of the HRSS and the Croatian people. The Berlin
newspaper Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung reported on 10 January 1925, in a dispatch from
Vienna, “that the millennial year of Croatian statehood had begun with great persecutions
of Croats. The measures taken by the Belgrade government are not measures against
Bolsheviks but measures against the Croatian people.”®?

The Czech university professor Dr Zdenjek Nejedli wrote in the Prague journal
Ponedelni Noviny that the arrest of Stjepan Radi¢ was “an event of European significance,
which must greatly interest Czechoslovakia as well.” The Paris newspaper L 'Ere Nouvelle
published an article entitled “White Terror”, in which Pasi¢’s government in Belgrade was
compared with the Bulgarian government — described as born “in force, sustained in force, and
strengthened by force” — and also with Mussolini’s fascism. The newspaper Le Quotidien also
noted that Stjepan Radi¢, imprisoned in Zagreb, would be defended by Dr Ante Trumbi¢, who
had been “the former Yugoslav minister of foreign affairs and one of the signatories of the
Versailles Treaty.” Interestingly, the Czechs confiscated the newspaper of the Slovak People’s
Party, Slovak, because of an editorial about Stjepan Radi¢. The Prague newspaper Vecernjik
wrote on 15 January 1925: “In a month parliamentary elections are to be held in Yugoslavia.
What they will look like is shown by the government’s electoral preparations. Terror is being
carried out against opposition parties, which half a year ago were government parties. Only
deputies and the true leaders of the people are being arrested. Bloody clashes between the
population and the gendarmes are the prelude to these elections. They will be parliamentary
elections conducted in an absolutist and dictatorial manner. Not even the Italian fascists
conducted elections so brutally. Yugoslavia is a constitutional and parliamentary monarchy,
but only on paper. In reality, absolute terror reigns there.”®

The Hungarian newspaper Acht Uhr Blatt reported on 16 January 1925 “that in recent
times 1,500 Croatian refugees had arrived in Budapest and would begin publishing the daily
newspaper Hrv. Pravda there 7%

On 16 January 1925, the Prefecture of Trieste launched a report “that Croatian and
Slovenian cultural societies would be dissolved.” The author of this short notice emphasized
that this was being done by the allies of Nikola Pagi¢.*®

A criminal attack in Novi Sivac was carried out on 26 January 1925 against
representatives of the German party, Dr Kraft and Dr Grassl. Inmediately after the attack
that evening, the German envoy Olschauden attempted to seek an explanation at the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs but could not reach anyone. On 27 January 1925 he also visited the foreign
minister and wished to go to Prime Minister Pasi¢, “but did not find him.” Because of the attack,
envoy Olschauden refused to participate in the “celebration of St. Sava at the university.” Dr
Kraft was seriously wounded and immediately operated on, while Dr Grassl remained under
home care. The German party received information that the attack had been organized by the
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president of the SRNAO in Novi Sad, Ceremovi¢, and that he had been assisted in the attack
by “the municipal notary from Sivac.” The main committee of the German party issued a public
“protest against this attack, for which the authorities are also considered responsible.”
Opposition circles described “the explanation of the Ministry of the Interior regarding the
bloody attack on Dr Kraft” as an encouragement to new crimes. %%

Hamburger Nachrichten published a large article on 29 January 1925 about the
situation in Croatia. Among other things, the article stated: “The government’s measures
against the HRSS mean that Croatian national life is to have its neck broken either by
forcing the Croatian people to bow to force and, without defense in elections, allow
themselves to be outvoted, or by driving the Croats into despair — thus into revolution —
so that they can then be crushed with blood and gallows. (...) Thus Yugoslavia stands
before great and fateful events. To predict how this struggle will end is impossible.”*?’

The Pasi¢—Pribic¢evi¢ government constantly tried to prove that everyone in the country
and abroad who dared “to hold an opinion different from theirs” was an enemy of the people
and the ruler. Thus regime newspapers launched attacks against the German ambassador in
Belgrade, who had submitted a report describing all the terror, lawlessness, and violence
prevailing at the time in the Kingdom of SHS. Regardless of whether that ambassador had
exceeded the limits of his authority, the facts he brought to light would come under the judgment
of world public opinion. Concerning the imprisoned Stjepan Radi¢, the following was also
stated: “Until a free and public discussion proves that Mr Radi¢ is guilty, it is everyone’s duty
to consider him innocent.”%%®

Hrvatski list of 6 February 1925 published several reactions of the foreign press to the
situation at the time in the Kingdom of SHS, as well as expressions of support from Croats and
Slovenes in the United States for the contemporary Croatian political cause. The Italian
newspaper Popolo d’ltalia published an article on 5 February 1925 about conditions in the
Kingdom of SHS. Among other things, it stated that the Obznana against the HRSS in fact
represented the suppression of the people’s will carried out by the police authorities. The article
emphasized that, through the Obznana directed against the HRSS, a struggle was being waged
between, on the one hand, the Greater-Serbian intentions of the government and, on the
other hand, the Croats and Slovenes who were “in desperate resistance against progressive
subjugation and determined to achieve their independence by every means.” The Swiss
newspaper Journal de Genéve published an article on 1 February 1925 in which it stated, among
other things, that “Pasi¢’s government shrinks from no means,” and that even “parliamentary
immunity, which by law lasts until the day of the elections,” had been abolished. In this way
the police were “given free rein” to persecute and imprison members of parliament, while
“officials who refuse to comply are dismissed.” The Polish left-wing newspaper Kurier
Lwowski wrote on 5 February 1925, among other things, that Greater-Serbian policy was both
brutal and uncompromising. On the same day, Hermann Wendel wrote in the Frankfurter
Zeitung a sharp attack on the PP government, stating that “the regime proclaims anyone who
does not dance to its tune an anti-national and anti-state element.” He concluded that “the
elections must end in the failure of the regime.” Croats from San Francisco sent a telegram on
5 February 1925 to Dr Trumbic stating that they were all united “in the struggle for liberation
and for their independence.” At a public assembly in Youngstown (Ohio), attended by 5,000
Croats and Slovenes, the PP regime was decisively condemned and “every assistance to the
opposition” was promised.*®

686 Diplomatski sukob radi napadaja na dra Krafta.“, Hrvatski list, 6, 28 January 1925, no. 27 (1344): 1.

687 PP rezim nasilja i inozemstvo.“, Hrvatski list, 6, 30 January 1925, no. 29 (1346): 7.

688 PP rezim pred svjetskim sudom. »Dok jedna diskusija slobodna i javna ne dokaZe, da je g. Radi¢ kriv, duznost
je svih, da ga smatraju nevinim«.”, Hrvatski list, 6, 31 January 1925, no. 30 (1347): 1-2.

682 Cijeli je kulturni zapad protiv reZima nasilja.“, Hrvatski list, 6, 6 February 1925, no. 35 (1352): 1.
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Konjasevi¢, it was requested “that all mandates of the HRSS be annulled.” Such a decision was
also proposed by the then government with its Radical majority.®*!

In Hrvatski list of 12 March 1925, an article entitled “Izjava gospodina Stjepana Radica.
Narodu sva vlast, a kralju sve pocasti” [ Statement of Mr Stjepan Radi¢. All Power to the People,
and All Honours to the King] was published. In it, Radi¢ stated, among other things, that the
HRSS advocated a monarchy of the English type. He also emphasized that “the HRSS
pursues a state-rights and national policy, that is, a policy of Croatian state and national
individuality, which can be fully realized in a parliamentary monarchy of the English type and
through respect for that particular sovereignty manifested already in public opinion, and
especially in the electoral process.”®? Such politics in the Kingdom of SHS later led to the
assassination of Croatian members of parliament headed by Stjepan Radi¢ and subsequently to
the proclamation of the royal dictatorship in 1929.

After the publication of Hrvatski list had been banned on 13 February 1925, the
management of the newspaper launched the publication of Hrvatski glas, whose first issue in
its second year of publication appeared on 17 February 1925, It included an article titled
“Politicka situacija u Beogradu nakon izbora. Kombinacije o radnoj vladi. — Nesuglasice unutar
nacijonalnog bloka. Glasovi o apstinenciji opozicije. ” [The Political Situation in Belgrade after
the Elections. Combinations for a Working Government — Disagreements within the National
Bloc — Voices about the Abstention of the Opposition.] Various calculations regarding the
formation of a new government were circulating. It was seriously suggested that “the complete
opposition might easily abstain from participation in the National Assembly.” However, a final
decision had not yet been made. It was decided that the opposition would act depending on how
the government behaved “during the verification of mandates in the assembly.” If the
government annulled opposition mandates, the opposition would respond by abstaining from
the assembly. *

The Slovenian politician Anton KoroSec sent a letter on 16 February 1925 to Ljuba
Jovanovi¢, president of the National Assembly and the State Committee, stating, among other
things, that during the elections of 8 February 1925 there had been “numerous acts of violence
and violations of the law in the election of members of parliament,” committed “by
representatives of the state authorities.” As a result, ballots had been transferred from the
boxes of opposition parties into those of the government parties. He asked the president of
the assembly to take “the most energetic steps to protect the authority of the State Committee
and the National Assembly. %

The Verification Committee held another session on 15 March 1925. At the beginning
of the meeting, “all members of the government and opposition parties and many journalists”
were present. However, when they heard the proposal of the Radical Simonovi¢, speaking on
behalf of the government, “that the mandates of Dr Macek and his associates for the Srijem
district be annulled as disqualified...,” and when the majority accepted this proposal, the
opposition left the session. Many journalists also left, and the government majority then decided

691 Radikali su odlu¢ili da poniste sve mandate HRSS. Sprovodno pismo dra Maksimovi¢a verifikacionom
odboru. — Izjava nar. poslanika Pavla Radi¢a. — Govor dra Trumbica. — Pred apstinencijom cjelokupne opozicije.”,
Hrvatski list, 6, 15 March 1925, no. 53 (1470): 1.

92 Izjava gospodina Stjepana Radi¢a. Narodu sva vlast, a kralju sve poCasti“, Hrvatski list, 6, 12 March 1925, no.
50 (1467): 1.

693 Politi¢ka situacija u Beogradu nakon izbora. Kombinacije o radnoj vladi. — Nesuglasice unutar nacijonalnog
bloka. Glasovi o apstinenciji opozicije.”, Hrvatski glas, 2, 17 February 1925, no. 1 (108): 1.

694 Predstavka g. Korosca predsjedniku drZ. odbora protiv izbornih zloporaba.“, Hrvatski glas, 17 February 1925,
no. 1 (108): 1.
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to annul all HRSS mandates except those of the HZ. A plenary meeting of the opposition
bloc was announced for 18 March %%

In Hrvatski list of 19 March 1925, the Radicals — then the strongest political force in the
Kingdom of SHS — were described as creating their majority “before the elections, during the
elections, and after them.” They relied on persecution of voters, intimidation, various promises,
and similar methods. Instructions were given to gendarmes and other loyal supporters on how
to behave throughout the electoral process. Various manipulations and electoral fraud were thus
carried out. It was noted that the strongest campaign was directed against the HRSS as the main
political opponent, through the dissolution of the party and the arrest of its president Radi¢ and
other leaders. However, they failed, because honest judges were still found in the country who
confirmed the HRSS electoral lists. Since Radical and Pribicevi¢ deputies did not have a
majority in the assembly, the PP government annulled the HRSS mandates. The Radicals
imagined that they could then rule independently because they had supposedly “solved the
Croatian question.” The author of the article concluded, however, that the Croatian peasant
movement was not “so weak or insignificant that it could be liquidated by Radical
lawlessness.” The article’s message was that this would not succeed even with the help of the
verification committee in the assembly.®®

Pavle Radi¢, in an article titled “Vlastodrsci pijani od sile” [Rulers Drunk with Power],
published on 18 March 1925 in the Zagreb newspaper Hrvat, commented on the HRSS
mandates obtained in the elections of 8 February 1925 that had been annulled by the
Verification Committee. He described this as the tyranny of rulers intoxicated with power.
He noted that the mandates of the HZ had not been annulled because the rulers were not against
Croats in general but only against the Radi¢ supporters. He concluded that sooner or later the
people would settle accounts with such tyranny.®’

In Belgrade, preparations were underway on 18 March 1925 for a session of the National
Assembly at which the Verification Committee was expected to present its report on the
mandates obtained in the elections of 8 February 1925. Discussions continued on whether only
the mandates of the HRSS leadership should be annulled or all their mandates. According to
the newspaper V'reme, some Radicals proposed “that those mandates whose holders are entering
the assembly for the first time and did not belong to the former Croatian National
Representation, which approved the entry of the HRSS into the Peasant International,
should be exempted from annulment.”®%

The session of the National Assembly in Belgrade took place on 22 March 1925. Dr
Simonovi¢ read the report of the Verification Committee on the conducted elections, while Dr
Ladislav Poli¢ presented the minority report. Ljuba Davidovi¢ stated, among other things:
“Gentlemen, we cannot accept the report of the Verification Committee because we do not
recognize the legality of the elections that were carried out, for they were conducted in a way
never before seen in this country. They were not conducted lawfully, the most basic civil
rights were violated, the constitution was not respected, and the achievements of many
generations were gravely and painfully compromised.” After this, Davidovi¢ read the
programme of the “Bloc of National Agreement and of Peasant and Human Democracy,” signed
“for the Democratic Party by Ljubomir Davidovi¢, for the HRSS by Pavle Radi¢, for the

95 | Vlada je ponistila sve mandate HRSS, osim mandata HZ. Opozicija se apstinirala iz verifikacijonog odbora.

Vlada radi u mraku, pa tjera dapace, i novinare napolje. Za nepunih pol sata veceras je vladina vecina ponistila na
temelju zakona o zastiti drzave sve mandate HRSS osim mandata Hrvat. zajednice. Sutra se¢ odrzaje vazna sjednica
plenuma opozicijonog bloka.“, Hrvatski list, 6, 17 March 1925, no. 54 (1471): 1-3.

6% _Kako radikali dolaze do veéine poslije izbora.“, Hrvatski list, 6, 19 March 1925, no. 56 (1473): 1.

97 Vlastodr3ci pijani od sile. Tiranije é¢ nestati prije i brze nego $to se oni nadaju.“, Hrvatski list, 6, 19 March
1925, no. 56 (1473): 1.

6% Jo$ nema odluke o hrvatskim mandatima. Pagi¢ je zato, da se poniSte svi mandati HRSS — ako moZe i da
bidne., Hrvatski list, 6, 19 March 1925, no. 56 (1473): 1.
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Yugoslav Muslim Organization by Hrasnica, and for the Slovene People’s Party by Dr
Koro$ec.” During the subsequent debate, Dr Bazala also spoke, emphasizing that two types of
deputies were present in the assembly: those sent by the people and those sent by the
government. After these words, a group of Radical deputies began threatening Dr Bazala;
someone struck him on the head with a book, and Mihailo Sreckovi¢ punched him in the eye.
Bazala withdrew, while a group of deputies began fighting in front of the speaker’s platform,
grabbing each other by the throat, and some were left bloodied. The president of the assembly
suspended the session, and the police were called to calm the situation. The session of the
National Assembly resumed on 23 March, with a further continuation scheduled for 24 March
1925

The speech of the national representative Dr Ante Trumbi¢ at the session of the
Verification Committee in Belgrade on 15 March 1925 was published in Hrvatski list on 26
March 1925. He emphasized that there was no law under which the mandates of the HRSS
could be annulled and added that, in the event of the annulment of HRSS mandates, the
question would arise as to whose state this actually was. He further added that the government
was committing acts of lawlessness against Croatian national representatives. He addressed a
particular objection to the Radical government for placing itself above the courts and the law,
keeping innocent people in prison even though the court had acquitted them .’

The Belgrade newspaper Samouprava published an article on 15 April in which, among
other things, it stated that the HRSS was not the same as the HSS, which would be treated
differently from the HRSS if it were to carry out among the people the statements of Pavle
Radié¢ and Superina.”!

However, the first indications that such a development might occur emerged after Pavle
Radi¢, as president of the HRSS parliamentary club and as deputy to HRSS president Stjepan
Radi¢, delivered an important speech in the National Assembly in Belgrade on 27 March 1925,
in his name and with his authorization. The most significant part of his speech was the
following: “We recognize the entire political situation as it stands today under the
Vidovdan Constitution with the Karadordevi¢ dynasty at its head... (...) If such a situation
were to continue and become more severe, particularly as it was during the elections, before the
elections, and as it still continues after the elections, it could become fatal for our entire future.
Because of our unchanging will to reach an agreement with the Serbian people, we shall do
everything so that the Croatian people, instead of this, may engage in cooperation in the
organization of the state. But this can only be on the basis of factual and genuine equality,
which must be achieved by correcting the policy pursued thus far, and on the other hand by
consistently carrying out the above-mentioned principles of national agreement. (...) If these
circumstances are not settled and if an act of force prevents the connection that we
established by entering not only this parliament, on the positive field of work, but also the
bloc of national agreement and peasant democracy, and if we joined without any
reservation the common program that Mr Ljuba Davidovi¢ read out in our name, then
the entire mood of the Croatian people will necessarily change of its own accord, and we

6% Kako radikali provadaju bratski sporazum. "Majku vam austrijsku i madzarsku”. — Pesnicom u oko. — "Bice

mi slatko dok sam 7ziv". Stenografi skaCu i bjeze, a poslanici se hvataju za guse. — Pribic¢evi¢ se povlaci, a baja stoji
blokiran u kraju.”, Hrvatski list, 6, 24 March 1925, no. 60 (1477): 1-3.

7% Nema zakona, po kojem bi se mogli ponistiti mandati HRSS. Poniste 1i radikali mandate HRSS, nastat ¢e
pitanje, ¢ija je ovo drzava. Vlada vrS§i bezakonja nad hrvatskim narodnim zastupnicima. Radi¢ je u Moskvi
uspostavio vezu izmedu hrvatskog i ruskog naroda. — Seljacka internacijonala nije komunisti¢ka, pa ipak nije u
njoj niti ¢e stupiti u nju, dok se ne uspostave diplomatski odnosaji izmedu drzave SHS i Rusije. — Radikalska je
sila iznad sudova i zakona, jer drzi nevine ljude protiv pravorijeka suda u zatvoru.”, Hrvatski list, 6, 26 March
1925, no. 62 (1479): 1-8.

701 HRSS nije isto §to i Hrvatska seljacka stranka. Tvrdi » Samouprava«.”, Hrvatski list, 6, 16 April 1925, no. 78
(1495). 7.
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will remain powerless to decide the new political situation. What this means under present
circumstances needs no explanation if our people are placed outside the law as they are
today.” After this speech by Pavle Radi¢, a certain change in the policy of the Radical
government occurred. They verified all HRSS mandates except those of Stjepan Radi¢, Dr
Vlatko Macek, Dr Juraj Krnjevié, Dr Stjepan KosSuti¢, Josip Predavec, and August
Kosutié¢.”* The cited statement of Pavle Radi¢ was published in full in Hrvatski list on 21 April
1925. However, it is interesting that the editorial staff of that newspaper continued to use the
name HRSS, while Pavle Radi¢ spoke of the Croatian Peasant Party (HSS). On 20 April he
stated that the HSS had done everything on its part to reach an agreement with the Radicals. He
emphasized that the leadership of the HSS had realized “that the Croatian people, as well as the
Croatian Peasant Party, can prosper and achieve a great future only within the framework of
the present state community.””%3

A correspondent of Hrvatski list from Belgrade wrote a report on 11 May 1925 in which
he stated that the agreement between the Serbian Radical Party and the Croats was being
postponed until the autumn, although shortly before it had seemed that almost everything had
been agreed upon. However, “the government decided first to push all its reactionary legislative
proposals through parliament, and only then to put the question of the agreement into action.”
This was a cunning maneuver by the Radicals to gain the support of HSS deputies for the laws
in parliament, or at least to ensure that they would not be openly opposed to them. He noted
that the newspaper Rec¢, which was sympathetic to Pribicevi¢, wrote that the Radi¢ supporters
could not yet enter the government because the Radicals and they would not be able to agree
on the law on the press or the law on education.”*

A member of the parliamentary inquiry committee, the Radical Dr Radivojevi¢, stated
on 9 May 1925 “that according to the judicial material examined by the inquiry committee,
it cannot be considered that there existed any connection between the national
representatives of the HRSS and the Communist International. (...) Therefore the
contested HRSS mandates will be verified.””""

The parliamentary inquiry committee completed its work in Zagreb on 12 May 1925. In
their report they unanimously concluded that none of the questioned deputies could be
proven to have done anything aimed at realizing communist principles.”%

It is interesting that on 23 May 1925 “very important conferences of Croatian
politicians with President Stjepan Radi¢ were held in the office of the investigating judge
Dr Korbler. Present were: Dr Niko Niki¢, Dr Ante Trumbi¢, Pavle Radi¢, Dr Loncarevi¢, and
many others.” These meetings were “connected with the conversations that had been conducted
during the past month between Pavle Radi¢ and Nikola Pasi¢ in Belgrade, which in the last ten
days had taken concrete form in negotiations.” It was stated that almost certainly on 28 May
1925 all the contested mandates of the HSS would be verified. At that time the Croatian Peasant
parliamentary club would have 67 deputies, after which Pasi¢, as the prime minister in
resignation, would negotiate about the formation of a new government first with the Croatian

702 Pagi¢-pribiceviéeva veéina ponistila je mandate vodstva HRSS. Mandati onih narodnih zastupnika, koji su bili
Clanovi Hrv. nar. zastupstva predani su na ocjenu posebnoj anketi. — Svi su ostali mandati hrv. nar. poslanika
verificirani., Hrvatski list, 6, 28 March 1925, no. 64 (1481): 1-4.

703 Odnos izmedu HRSS i radikala. Jedna vazna izjava g. Pavla Radi¢a., Hrvatski list, 6, 21 April 1925, no. 82
(1499): 7.

704 Pitanje sporazuma odlaZe se do najesen. Vlada je odlutila, da najprije proturi sve svoje reakcijonarne zakonske
osnove. — Karakteristi¢no pisanje » Vremena« i »ReCi«., Hrvatski list, 6, 12 May 1925, no. 99 (1516): 1.

705 Ne moze se dokazati veza HRSS s komunistima po sudskom materijalu.”, Hrvatski list, 6, 10 May 1925, no.
98 (1515): 7.

706 Zavrien rad anketnog odbora. Izvjestaj primljen je jednoglasno, Nijednom od anketiranih poslanika nije se
moglo dokazati, da su oni i$to radili u pravcu ostvarenja komunistickih nacela.”, Hrvatski list, 6, 13 May 1925,
no. 100 (1517): 7.
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The first official negotiations between the delegates of the Radicals and the delegates of
the HSS began in Belgrade on 2 July 1925.7'% These negotiations continued in Belgrade on 3
July 1925. The main principled questions that were to form the basis of the agreement were
discussed.”!! According to the Belgrade correspondent of Hrvatski list on 5 July 1925, the main
part of the negotiations between the Radicals and the Radi¢ supporters had been completed.
According to rumours and press reports, the Radi¢ supporters had accepted all the proposed
laws and were “entering the government, so to speak, unconditionally.” In all likelihood,
Pribicevi¢’s Democrats would be forced out of the government, although his newspaper Rec
expressed confidence that this would not happen.”'?

According to Hrvatski list of 7 July 1925, Nikola Pasi¢ demanded from all Croatian
deputies “that they sign a declaration agreeing that the Croatian question should be
considered resolved, and that the entire dispute in our internal politics known as the
Croatian question should be regarded as settled.” Stjepan Radi¢ rejected this demand.”"?

Given the progress of the negotiations between the Radicals and the Radi¢ supporters,
it was expected that by 11 July 1925 a new so-called “RR Government” (Radical-Radi¢
Government) would be formed. This followed from reports in the Belgrade newspaper Vreme,
according to which “agreement had essentially been reached on the distribution of officials
and teachers throughout Croatia and Slavonia and in other parts of the state that are of
interest to the HSS.” It was added that “the question of Dr Macek and his associates would be
resolved by the new government,” while the case of Stjepan Radi¢ would be resolved through
an amnesty.” '

The protocol of the agreement between the Radicals and the HSS was finalized and
signed on 11 July 1925. According to it, the HSS received four ministerial portfolios (the
Ministry of Forests; the Ministry of Trade and Industry; the Ministry of Agrarian
Reform; and the Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs) and three undersecretary positions
(in the ministries of Social Policy, Education, and Finance). The negotiators were Marko
Trifkovi¢, Duri¢i¢, and Ljuba Zivkovi¢ on behalf of the Radicals, and Pavle Radi¢, Dr
Nikié, and Dr Superina on behalf of the HSS.”"

At the session of the Belgrade Assembly held on 13 July 1925, the Radicals and HSS
deputies voted together, while before the vote the Independent Democrats and members of the
HZ left the chamber. After the vote, which the Radicals accompanied with applause, Korosec
shouted: “We shall see you after three months.””!¢

10 Pogetak "javnih" pregovora izmedu radikala i radicevaca.”, Hrvatski list, 6, 3 July 1925, no. 140 (1557): 1.
1 Nastavak pregovora. Izgleda, da su radikali pristali, da se Pribi¢evi¢ i njegova grupa izbaci iz svake
kombinacije. Pribi¢evi¢ i Pasi¢. — Dr. Zerjav otputovao na Bled. — Na jednoj i drugoj strani se osje¢a izvjesna
bojazan, da bi moglo nado¢i nesto Sto bi sve preokrenulo.”, Hrvatski list, 6, 4 July 1925, no. 141 (1558): 1.

"2 Pregovori su za sporazum dovr$eni u glavnim linijama. Pribi¢evi¢ ispada iz vlade. Prema informacijama naseg
dopisnika i glasinama u beograskoj Stampi, Radi¢evci prihvacaju sve pred skupstinu iznesene zakone, pa i sudacki
zakon i zakon o Stampi i ulaze tako reku¢ bezuslovno u vladu.”, Hrvatski list, 6, 5 July 1925, no. 142 (1559): 1.
"3 Pagi¢ trazi potpunu kapitulaciju Radi¢evaca i da oni pismeno i svojim potpisom izjave, kako smatraju hrvatsko
pitanje rijeSeno za sva vremena. Sjednica Hrvatskog narodnog zastupstva. — G. Stjepan Radi¢ odbija zahtjev
radikala da HSS i HZ potpisu izjavu o skidanju hrv. pitanja s dnev. reda.”, Hrvatski list, 6, 7 July 1925, no. 143
(1560): 2.

4 Do kraja ovog tjedna se moZe ofekivati nova RR vlada. Postignut je sporazum u svim naéelnim pitanjima. —
Pitanje dr. Maceka i drugova i pitanje Stjepana Radica rijesit ¢e nova RR vlada.“, Hrvatski list, 6, 9 July 1925, no.
145 (1562): 1.

"5 Definitivno je utvrden sporazum izmedu radikala i Hrvatske seljacke stranke. Protokol sporazuma je veceras
potpisan u stanu Nikole PaSi¢a. Hrvatska seljatka stranka dobiva Cetiri ministarska portfelja i tri podsekretarska
mjesta.”, Hrvatski list, 6, 12 July 1925, no. 148 (1565): 2.

"6 Senzacija danasnjeg dana. Radi¢evci na danasnjoj sjednici narodne skupstine glasuju s radikalima za prost
prijelaz na dnevni red. — Prije glasovanja samostalni demokrati i €lanovi Hrvatske zajednice izlaze iz dvorane. —
»Vidjet ¢emo vas poslije tri mjeseca«.”, Hrvatski list, 6, 14 July 1925, no. 149 (1566): 1.
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constructive period of our activity.” Explaining why he had previously been a republican, he
said that it was “because republicanism could in these regions defeat the Habsburgs and
prevent the spread of communism.” As another reason he cited the great danger of
clericalism. He stated literally the following: “You know, in my opinion clericalism is such a
danger that our Croatian people will never truly merge with the Serbian people until the
Croats free themselves from Rome completely. Croats cannot convert to Orthodoxy, that is
neither necessary nor possible, because this would immediately provoke great and strong
counteractions. But I have always thought that a Croatian Church independent of Rome and
national in character should be created, which in time could easily unite with the Serbian
Orthodox Church. Of course, this would require much work. (...) It may be that in time it
will be possible to use the Old Catholic Church for that purpose, that is what I now think,
but I do not know whether it will be so or perhaps otherwise.” The same issue of Hrvarski
list concludes by quoting Radi¢’s words from Politika: ... you know, I think there can be no
complete national unification without religious unification. That is why every great nation
has created its own church. Therefore we too, who wish to build or at least create the
preconditions for a spiritual Serbian—Croatian unity, must create our own faith. Of course this
is not an immediate matter. Generations will pass. But our generation should fulfil at least one
precondition, and that is that the Croats free themselves from Rome. That will happen in a
few years if we Croats and Serbs remain united and if we organize the state so that we gain the
time and opportunity to properly prepare Croatian society, even if only for a Croatian Old
Catholic Church.”""

These statements and views of Radi¢ were indeed sensational when compared with his
positions before the proclamation of the Obznana against the HRSS and his imprisonment. The
Belgrade correspondent of Hrvatski list wrote that Radi¢’s statements in Belgrade provoked
“general disgust” and were the subject of heated debates throughout 17 July 1925. He also
recorded the statement of one Radical who said that Radi¢ had “discredited the Croats so
much that even if God himself descended from heaven among the Croats, nothing could
be repaired anymore.” He added that the statements about “some kind of national religion”
were received with particular indignation.”*

The new government took the oath in Belgrade on 18 July 1925. Curious onlookers
gathered in front of the assembly building, but when the ministers emerged there were no
enthusiastic ovations such as had accompanied previous governments.”?!

In Zagreb, on 20 July 1925, a meeting of the Council of the Croatian Community (HZ)
was held. The members of parliament explained their positions and actions regarding the
formation of the new RR government. Their position had been presented in parliament by the
president of the Croatian Community, Dr Ivan Lorkovi¢, namely that “... we Croats remain
and are opponents of centralism and that we do not renounce our own government, our
own parliament, and financial autonomy.” The Council of the Croatian Community gave full
confidence to its representatives and to their conduct in the Belgrade parliament.”*?

For the first time after his release from prison, Stjepan Radi¢ travelled to Belgrade on
22 July 1925 with the intention of meeting Prime Minister Nikola Pas§i¢. However, when he
arrived in Belgrade and journalists informed him that PaSi¢ had left the previous night, he

"9 Senzacionalne izjave gosp. Stjepana Radi¢a o narodnom i drzavnom jedinstvu. Zasto je bio republikanac i

kako je postao monarhista. — Bez vjerskog nema potpunog narodnog ujedinjenja., Hrvatski list, 6, 18 July 1925,
no. 153 (1570): 7.

720 »Sto je to roblje!« Opée gnusanje nad Radiéevim izjavama u Beogradu.“, Hrvatski list, 6, 18 July 1925, no.
153 (1570): 7.

721 Zakletva nove vlade. Brzojav Stjepana Radi¢a Pagi¢u. — Hladan prijem publike. — Prva formalna sjednica
vlade. Oprostaj s gosp. Pasi¢em.”, Hrvatski list, 6, 19 July 1925, no. 154 (1571): 7.

722 Vije¢e Hrvatske Zajednice. Narodnim zastupnicima, predstavnicima hrvatske politike, izraZeno je potpuno
povjerenje., Hrvatski list, 6, 21 July 1925, no. 155 (1572): 1.
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was astonished. This suggests that from the very beginning there were misunderstandings
between him and Pa$i¢, whether intentional or unintentional. According to the Belgrade
correspondent of Hrvatski list, Radi¢ gave a short speech in the journalists’ club in Belgrade,
saying that he had reached the agreement not out of fear of the prison in which he had been
held, but out of the conviction that the situation had become so tense that it would inevitably
lead to revolution and general bloodshed, something that neither he nor Pasi¢ wanted.
“Therefore he made the agreement. He made the agreement in the face of force.” The last
sentence was probably the correspondent’s own conclusion.”??

The shift in the policy of the HSS and the agreement with the Radicals caused confusion
within its ranks, as well as resistance, resignations, and expulsions from the party and from the
Croatian Peasant Club. A meeting of this club was held in Belgrade on 22 July 1925, chaired
by Karlo Kovacevi¢. At this meeting Franjo Mal¢i¢, the godfather of Stjepan Radi¢, proposed
that Dr Bu¢, Mato Jagati¢, and Stjepan Uroi¢ be expelled from the club. In response, Uroié
stated, among other things: “This is not a genuine agreement according to the will of the people
but a capitulation, and not before the Serbian people but before the Radicals. If the gentlemen
who approve of the policy of Stjepan Radi¢ and his circle still care at all about the programme
on which they were elected, they should have submitted this capitulation — or as they call
it, agreement — to the party organizations for a referendum so that they, as the most
competent, could decide on the conduct and work of the parliamentary club.” After Uroi¢,
Dr Bu¢ asked for the floor, but amid protests from Radi¢ he was not allowed to speak and was
instructed to leave the club, which he and Uroié¢ did. Ivo Trojanovi¢ explained why he had
decided to vote against the government’s declaration. He stated that he had received numerous
letters of condemnation from members of his electoral district regarding the current policy of
the Croatian Peasant Club. For that reason he wished to go to the field and consult with the
membership before determining his position. However, “the Radi¢ brothers did not agree to this
and Trojanovié left the club in protest.” Stjepan Radi¢ demanded that those expelled “lay
down their mandates, claiming that those mandates had been given to them by him and
not by the people.”’**

The session of the National Assembly was held in Belgrade on 23 July 1925. At it the
Radicals emphasized that they had never before, nor did they now, possess even the
slightest federalist aspirations. The Democrat Ljuba Davidovi¢, in his speech, stressed that
the agreement between the Radicals and the Radi¢ supporters required very significant reversals
in the programmes of the parties. He added the following: “Imagine how great the distance is
between a sovereign Croatia within Yugoslavia and between federalism and centralism,
between a republic and a monarchy, between three nations and a single nation, between the
desire to send the king politely out of this country and the recognition of the monarchy. This
reversal, it seems, also consists in the desire that we should believe in one faith.”?
Gentlemen, if that demand had come from this side (the Radical side), perhaps we would
all have attended the rebaptizing of the entire Croatian tribe.” (Dr Lorkovi¢ interjected:
“There will be no political or religious rebaptizing of the Croats — let everyone know
that.”) At the end of his speech Davidovi¢ asked whether the agreement between the Radicals
and the Radi¢ supporters had resolved the Croatian question, to which Dr Bazala, a deputy of
the Croatian Community, replied that it had not, while Dr Basari¢ek of the HSS said that it had
indeed been resolved. Davidovi¢ remarked that he was pleased to hear such a statement
from a Croat as that made by Dr Basaricek. However, he added that the “Croatian question”

723 Radi¢ u Beogradu. Izljubio svu radikaliju — jedini mu se Pagi¢ sretno uklonio.”, Hrvatski list, 6, 23 July 1925,
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724 Daljnja iskljuenja iz HSS. Dr. Bu¢, Mato Jagati¢, Stjepan Uroi¢ i Ivo Trojanovi¢ izbadeni iz kluba HSS. —
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was a complex and it could not be solved by a single act such as an agreement, since it required
“awhole series of laws and probably constitutional amendments as well, but we cannot defend
the Croats from the Croats themselves, nor should we be greater Croats than the Croats
themselves.” Dr Basaricek, in his own speech, also enthusiastically spoke about the new
situation and declared that the Croatian question had been removed from the agenda. He
also stated that the Radi¢ supporters enjoyed the confidence of their voters, to which Dr
Lorkovié and Dr Zani¢, deputies of the Croatian Community, shouted: “That is a lie, that is
not true!”’*

At the session of the National Assembly in Belgrade on 24 July 1925, the declaration of
the new RR government was discussed. Dr Ante Trumbi¢, at the beginning of his speech, stated
that the declaration represented a new policy that the Croatian people had not approved in the
elections of 8 February 1925. He emphasized that he and his party colleagues protested against
such a policy. He added that this new policy had been requested and obtained from Stjepan
Radi¢ while he was in prison. Trumbi¢ therefore argued that new elections should have been
called so that the people could express their opinion on this policy. He also pointed out that the
Council of the Croatian Community, on 23 November 1924, had supported the republican
policy of the then HRSS and had advocated such a policy among the Croatian people.”’

At the session of the Belgrade Assembly on 25 July 1925, all speakers expressed the
conviction that the establishment of the RR government had not resolved the Croatian question.
Responding to the criticism of Dr Trumbi¢ regarding the agreement, Pavle Radi¢ claimed that
he himself had been present when Stjepan Radi¢, in prison, dictated the statement that P. Radi¢
read in the Assembly on 27 March 1925. However, Trumbi¢ demonstrated that Pavle Radi¢ had
been in Belgrade at that time and therefore could not have been present. He also pointed to the
double-dealing policy of the Radicals, since the secretary of the Assembly, Kobasica, speaking
several days earlier in Sarajevo, had stated that Mr Pribi¢evi¢ had stepped aside “for a certain
time (...) always believing that we are breaking with the Independent Democrats
temporarily, and not definitively.” Ljuba Jovanovi¢ “clearly declared that the Croatian
question is difficult, that it still exists and will continue to exist for a long time, because it
requires much time and long study.”’?®

The Executive Committee of the Croatian Community (HZ) held a meeting on 27 July
1925 under the chairmanship of Dr Franjo Papratovi¢. They unanimously adopted the
conclusions of the Council of the Croatian Community in Zagreb. They also expressed
confidence in Dr Trumbi¢ and in the leadership of the Croatian Community in continuing their
work and struggle for the rights of the Croatian people. Confidence was also expressed in the
mayor Dr Vjekoslav Hengl and in the majority of the city council.”?

The Ministry of Transport had approved a credit of 800,000 dinars for the construction
of roofs at the Zagreb Main Railway Station. Work was supposed to begin in the first days of
August, but on 31 July 1925 a “telephone message arrived from Belgrade that these credits
had been deleted in the twelfths” that had just been adopted by the new RR government.”>’

726 Nema politickog, a ni vijerskog prekritavanja Hrvata — to neka svi znadu. Nastavak rasprave o vladinoj
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727 Hrvatska Zajednica ostaje na bazi federalnog uredenja drzave. Govor dr. Ante Trumbiéa., Hrvatski list, 6, 25
July 1925, no. 159 (1576): 1.

2% Kraljevski ministar Pavle Radi¢ tvrdi u nar. skup$tini svjesno neistinu. Radikali su se samo privremeno rastali
s Pribi¢evicem. Lj. Jovanovi¢ priznaje, da hrvatsko pitanje nije rijeseno, da ono postoji i postojat ¢e jos dugo.”,
Hrvatski list, 6, 26 July 1925, no. 160 (1577): 1, 7.

722 Iz Hrvatske Zajednice. Osje¢ka organizacija HZ jednodusno prihvaca zakljutke vije¢a HZ u Zagrebu. —
Izrazuje povjerenje dru Trumbicu i vodstvu HZ. — Nastavlja rad i borbu za prava hrvatskog naroda. — Izrazava
povjerenje gradonacelniku dru Henglu i veéini gradskog zastupstva.”, Hrvatski list, 6, 30 July 1925, no. 163
(1580): 2.

730 RR vlada brige kredite za Zagreb. Komu je to trebalo?”, Hrvatski list, 6, 1 August 1925, no. 165 (1582): 2.



147

A meeting of the Council of Ministers was held in Belgrade on 1 August 1925. The
appointment of grand prefects was discussed, and the Radicals did not accept the proposals of
the Radi¢ supporters for these posts, stating “that they must first inform themselves about the
personalities of the individual Radi¢ candidates.” Because of this, the Radi¢ ministers left the
meeting “extremely agitated, desperate, and depressed.” This demonstrated “the distrust
of the Radicals toward their colleagues in the government.””!

As soon as it became known that the Great Prefect of Syrmia might be the Croat Dr
Barac, the Radical politicians of Vojvodina expressed great dissatisfaction and on 5 August
1925 visited the Deputy Prime Minister Marko Purii¢, protesting against it on the grounds that
Syrmia was Serbian. Purici¢ replied to them “that the Radi¢ supporters had particularly
insisted on Syrmia and that they had to be given concessions.” This further increased
“dissatisfaction with the Radi¢ supporters in the Radical parliamentary club.””3?

After the establishment of the RR government, a group of deputies from the HSS, five
of them, left the party dissatisfied with such a policy and together with deputies of the Croatian
Community issued a proclamation to the people on 14 August 1925. The proclamation
concluded with the statement “that the leadership of the Croatian Peasant Party has completely
accepted the policy of Pasi¢ and Pribic¢evi¢ and has undertaken to carry out this policy at the
moment when Stjepan Radi¢ was in prison. The Croatian people will never abandon their
demands, which consist of a Croatian government, a Croatian parliament, and free finances.
The Croatian people have not renounced their demands and they will know how to realize
them.” The proclamation was signed by Dr Albert Bazala, Dr Stjepan Bué, Marko DoSen,
Matija Jagatié¢, Dr Ivan Lorkovi¢, Stanko Miklauzi¢, Dr Ladislav Poli¢, Ivan Trojanovi¢, Dr
Ante Trumbié, Stjepan Uroié¢, and Dr Milovan Zani¢.”>

Dr Kraja¢, minister of trade and industry in the RR government, attempted to distance
himself from the signing of the Nettuno Conventions,”** but his government formally signed
them on 20 July 1925, since it had taken the oath two days earlier, on 18 July 1925. In fact, it
had originally been planned that the conventions would be signed on 17 July 1925, but
Mussolini demanded that they be signed by the new RR government. Interestingly, the Italian
newspaper Il Resto del Carlino, in an article by Prof. Giovanni Borelli, stated that these
conventions “secured the absolute domination of Italy over the Adriatic.””*’

Soon after the establishment of the RR government, serious problems arose in its
functioning. Stjepan Radi¢ declared on 27 August 1925 that the Croatian Peasant Party (HSS)
was preparing for elections. The reason for this was that there were disputes within the
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government which did not allow the Radi¢ supporters to achieve any significant success. Thus
they were not allowed to obtain the posts of grand prefects in Split, Mostar, and Travnik.
Furthermore, already the day after the agreement it had been arranged that Dr Havli¢ek would
be appointed head of the Croatian department in the Ministry of the Interior, but by 28 August
1925 this had still not been implemented. Likewise, “Dr Bedekovi¢, who had been removed
from Zagreb with great celebration by the Radi¢ supporters, was brought to Belgrade and
appointed precisely in the department for Croatia and Slavonia.” In northern and southern
Dalmatia, the Radicals continued to hold all positions, while the Radi¢ supporters were not even
allowed to appoint district prefects there. Supporters of the agreement-based RR government
interpreted the Radi¢ supporters’ desire for new elections as their attempt to “completely crush
the Croatian Community and the dissidents” so that they alone would represent the Croats.”>®

The Zagreb newspaper Hrvat, in the article “Kombinacije” [Combinations] of 5
September 1925, wrote about reports from the Belgrade newspaper Politika concerning the
formation of a new opposition bloc composed of the Croatian Community, the followers of
Ljubomir Davidovi¢, Muslims, and other political combinations that had appeared in the press
in recent days regarding party groupings. Among other things, Hrvat wrote the following:
“Croatian Community is today the only Croatian national party that represents the opinions and
demands of the Croatian people, and all efforts of the Radi¢ supporters directed against the
Croatian Community have no success. This is a fact, just as it is a fact that the Radi¢ supporters
cannot find approval among the people — in whom they once had such a deep response — for
their new treacherous policy. Therefore it is entirely understandable that all those who believe
that the Croatian question has not been resolved by Radi¢’s capitulation attach importance to
the position of the Croatian Community — and that includes all serious political circles in this
state.””’

The real social circumstances that existed in the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes
in 1925 are vividly illustrated by an article by Kosta Cicvari¢, a fervent supporter of the policies
of Svetozar Pribi¢evi¢, published in Beogradski dnevnik. Cicvari¢ stated the following: “This
state today stands on the Serbs, and perhaps it will always remain so. Therefore, for our present
state the most important question is how the Serbian element can be strengthened as much as
possible, how the state can be given as much Serbian character as possible. This is the
problem to which we must all devote ourselves most fully... We must set ourselves the main
task of turning this state into Serbia, of making it as much Serbia as possible, and therefore
we must in every possible way assist the strengthening of the Serbian element in our state. It
would not be a bad idea to settle the uncertain Macedonian population in Croatia so that it
would lose as much as possible of its present Catholic character. Land in Croatia should
by no means be given to Croats, but only to Orthodox believers, that is to Serbs, and to
those who consider themselves Bulgarians (who in Croatia will become true Serbs). As for
Bosnia and Herzegovina, there Catholics and Muslims should be energetically pushed
aside; Serbs should be given the fullest opportunity wherever possible, and land should be
taken from Catholics and Muslims and given to Serbs. Bosnia and Herzegovina must be
purely Serbian. The Serbization of Dalmatia is not an easy task, but work must be done on
that as well. There are many Serbs in the world. All of them should be called to come to the
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Fatherland, and everyone should be given the opportunity to live well in the Fatherland. This is
not impossible, provided the state devotedly places itself in the service of the Serbian cause.””3®

A meeting of the Council of Ministers of the RR government was held in Belgrade on 9
September 1925. Among other things, a “loan to the Ministry of Education for S0 new students
studying abroad” was approved, and the Sarajevo Croatian cultural-educational society
Napredak was granted assistance of 50,000 dinars for the celebration of the thousandth
anniversary of the Croatian kingdom. A correspondent from Belgrade in a dispatch of 9
September also noted that the Radicals had begun exerting various pressures on the Radi¢
supporters in order to reduce their demands to the smallest possible measure. Thus rumors were
also launched about new elections that would be carried out without the Radi¢ supporters in the
government.”>’

The Belgrade press of 7 September 1925, for example the newspapers Vreme and
Novosti, maliciously commented that Radi¢ was no longer the master of the situation in Croatia.
They supported this claim with the poor results of the Radi¢ supporters in several municipal
elections in Croatia. The Radicals placed the greatest blame on Radi¢’s ministers in the
government who, they said, “seem to have no other job than to sit in salon railway carriages
and ride around with their families.””*

The resolution of the Osijek Radical conference on 21 September 1925 was at the center
of the political stage. In it they stated “that the Radi¢ supporters are persecuting Radical officials
and that this must be put to an end.” This was a hypocritical stance, because before the RR
government the Radicals and the followers of Pribi¢evi¢ in previous governments had mostly
appointed their own officials, according to the saying: “if there is only one Serb in a village, he
must be the village headman.” When the Radi¢ supporters began to correct this injustice
somewhat, such a resolution from the Osijek Radical conference followed.”*!

In Hrvatski list of 9 October 1925 a sharp critical review of the work of the agreement-
based RR government was published. Italy had been handed the entire northern coast of the
Adriatic Sea, “while Susak and Bakar, at Italy’s request, were excluded from our preferential
tariff.” The unsigned author of that commentary was not surprised by the rulers in Belgrade,
but was surprised by Mr Radi¢ and his deputies for remaining silent about it. It was said of
Radi¢ that he had “brought the Croatian people two agreements: an agreement with the Greater-
Serbian program of Nikola Pasi¢ and an agreement with the Italy of Benito Mussolini.””*?

The Croatian-Slavonian Economic Society was quietly liquidated on 14 October 1925
because it had certain unpaid debts which it could not settle.”* This was also discussed at a
meeting of the “financial committee” in the Belgrade parliament on 19 October 1925. The
president of that committee reported that the government had already made a decision to open
bankruptcy proceedings against the society, and therefore the committee could remove that item
from the agenda.”** However, a member of the committee, Ivan Lorkovi¢, proposed the
following conclusion: “The Financial Committee requests that the government agree to stabilize
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the situation and relations in the Croatian-Slavonian Economic Society as the central
cooperative in Zagreb, and that both bankruptcy and silent liquidation be avoided, because the
fate of that society depends solely on the government.” However, this conclusion was not
accepted.”®

After the bankruptcy and liquidation of the Croatian-Slavonian Economic Society in
Zagreb, the Osijek Croatian-Slavonian Economic Society, as a central cooperative with all its
regional and local cooperatives (in Virovitica County, Syrmia, and Baranja), also came next.
Through these bankruptcies and liquidations, thousands of “Croatian poor people, small
investors, mostly American emigrants,” were left “without the savings they had set aside with
bloody sweat and calloused hands.” The unsigned author of an article in Hrvatski list of 22
October 1925 noted that Radi¢’s ministers at a session of the Council of Ministers “declared
that they would not make an issue of it, because they considered the matter socio-economic and
not political.” The author of that article expresses astonishment, arguing that it is first and
foremost a political question. He supports this by referring to provisions of the law on
agricultural credit, which provided for so-called credit cooperatives, and for their establishment
the government would provide money only where “the peasant population would declare itself
for the Radicals and their policy.””*¢

A short commentary entitled “Za spas hrvatske zasebnosti i interesa” [For the Salvation
of Croatian Autonomy and Interests] was published in Hrvatski list on 3 November 1925. The
unsigned author expressed astonishment that Pavle Radi¢ and Stjepan Radi¢ had “transformed
from confederalists into rigid Vidovdan centralists. He believed that the time had come more
than ever to rise “in defense of our political, cultural and economic autonomy; so that we may
obtain the full rights of free citizens...” For that purpose all Croatian ranks should unite,
because “only in unity and unanimity can we remove from ourselves the centralist yoke...””*

An extensive article entitled “Ima jo§ Hrvata, koji nisu izgubili dusu i savjest! Treba
izdrzati, jer je snaga u narodu. Centralizam je opasnost za napredak i eksistenciju drzave. Govor
gg. dra L. Poli¢a 1 dra A. Trumbica na skupstini Hrvatskog federalistickog saveza u Zagrebu
dne 8. studena 1925.“ [There Are Still Croats Who Have Not Lost Their Soul and Conscience!
One Must Persevere, Because Strength Lies in the People. Centralism Is a Danger to the
Progress and Existence of the State. Speeches of Dr L. Poli¢ and Dr A. Trumbi¢ at the Assembly
of the Croatian Federalist Alliance in Zagreb on 8 November 1925] was published in Hrvarski
list on 11 November 1925. In his speech, L. Poli¢ stated that the Croatian Federalist Alliance
believed “that the entire nation will become aware when it sees what the Radi¢ supporters
have done today [then].” He believed that Radi¢ no longer cared about Croatia, because
“whoever recognizes the Vidovdan Constitution and the situation created by it no longer knows
Croatia.” He observed that the declaration of the RR government showed that its main task
was the integral implementation of the Vidovdan Constitution, and that Josip Basari¢ek had
said in the assembly that the Croatian question had been resolved, adding that it indeed
had been resolved because it no longer existed, since the Vidovdan Constitution did not
recognize it. He concluded that “the Radi¢ supporters are people with the same program
as the Radicals, and that is the Greater-Serbian program,” and that the agreement between
the Radi¢ supporters and the Radicals was “an agreement made in prison.” After him, Ante
Trumbi¢ spoke. At the beginning he said that in Zadar an Italian fascist, the prefect of Zadar,
had declared “that Dalmatia must return to Italy, even by force,” while Trumbi¢ emphasized
“that Dalmatia is Croatian and will remain so as long as there are Croats in it.” Such
statements by representatives of the Italian fascist authorities were being made because the
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radical Belgrade government had concluded fatal treaties and conventions with them to
the detriment of the Croats and Slovenes. Trumbi¢ stressed that “it is not true that the
Obznana has been lifted; it still exists,” because “the Council of Ministers has not yet
withdrawn it.” In conclusion he said the following: “Fortunately for the Croatian people, in
such a situation there are men who have not lost their soul and conscience and who will
endure to the end. They will endure because strength lies in the people. One must beware
of the policy of the personal cult which Radi¢ has introduced. When the people become fully
convinced that Radi¢ has squandered their trust, they will turn their backs on him. Centralism
has created a catastrophic situation in the country, which will not be remedied by
centralism. Centralism is the cause of all misfortunes. (...) Centralism represents a danger
to the progress and existence of the state itself. Whoever fights against centralism has the
best chances of success, and therefore we have set forth the principle of federalism. Only
in a federation is there the possibility that this state will be placed on a firm foundation
and gain stability, while the individual lands — which must be equal — will take their fate into
their own hands, and each land will have the opportunity to use its economic energies in a way
that will lead it to progress.””*®

Stjepan Radi¢ became the new Minister of Education on 18 November 1925. In a speech
before journalists he stated, among other things, that his predecessor Velimir Vuki¢evi¢ had
“acted too hastily in the matter of reducing the number of grammar schools and had not been
sufficiently tactful,” but that he himself also believed “that grammar schools should be
reduced.” He added that centralism needed to be introduced in education. He also said that he
would take his son-in-law Pavle Radi¢ as his assistant. He further added that there was then no
Yugoslavism in the government and that at that time Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes were one
nation.”"

A member of parliament from the Democratic Party, Dr Mijovi¢, together with his party
colleagues, submitted a question on 5 December 1925 to the Minister of the Interior asking
whether he had ordered the Directorate of the Zagreb police to keep Vladko Macek and his
associates in prison even though the competent court had acquitted them and ordered their
release. They further asked what guarantees existed for the legal security of every individual if
the Minister of the Interior did not respect a court decision.”®

According to the article “Upiti nar. zastupnika g. dra Bazale. O nepravednoj redukeiji 1
kategoriranju postanskih ¢inovnika u Osijeku. — O ukidanju visih razreda velike osjecke
gimnazije. — O uvrstenju Zagreba u prvi red skupocée. — O Pribicevi¢evoj obznani nad hrvatskim
uciteljskim drustvima. — O visokoj trgovackoj Skoli u Zagrebu® [Questions of MP Dr Bazala.
On the Unjust Reduction and Classification of Postal Officials in Osijek — On the Abolition of
the Higher Grades of the Great Osijek Grammar School — On the Inclusion of Zagreb in the
First Category of Cost of Living — On Pribi¢evi¢’s Obznana against Croatian Teachers’
Societies — On the Higher Commercial School in Zagreb], published in Hrvatski list on 22
November 1925, Dr Bazala asked, among other things, whether the minister Svetozar Pribicevi¢
was willing to abolish the Obznana imposed on the Union of Croatian Teachers' Societies,
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79 Predstava je pocela, pokusajte, gospodo!... Stiepan Radi¢ kao ministar i njegov zet kao pomoénik. »Bio proklet
izdajica svoje domovine!« — Zbirka pojmova o prosvjetnoj politici. — »Bit ¢u vise na ulici, nego u ministarstvu« —
AkademiCari kao bespravni gradani. — Novo objavljenje: Srbi, Hrvati i Slovenci jedan narod.”, Hrvatski list, 6, 19
November 1925, no. 257 (1674): 1.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE MILLENNIUM CELEBRATION
OF THE CROATIAN KINGDOM IN HRVATSKI LIST 1922—
1924

The first news announcing the celebration of the thousandth anniversary of the Croatian
Kingdom in Hrvatski list was published in the issue of 28 May 1922. It reported that the Zagreb
City Assembly, on 22 May 1922, upon the proposal of city representative Dr Jelasic,
unanimously adopted a decision “to establish a committee for the celebration of the
millennium of the Croatian Kingdom.” It was also decided that 25,000 dinars would be
allocated for this purpose from the city budget.”?

The Committee for the Celebration of the Millennium of the Croatian Kingdom, chaired
by Dr Srkulj, met in Zagreb on 17 November 1923. It was decided that the committee would
be organized into three subcommittees: financial, exhibition, and cultural. An independent
ladies’ club 7omislav had already been established and had begun its activities. It was
announced that the celebration would take place in August or September 1924. In addition, it
was decided that a memorial church would be built in Trnje and that “Trnje would be renamed
Duvno.””>*

According to Hrvatski list of 24 November 1923, the Central Committee for the
Celebration of the Millennium of the Croatian Kingdom in Zagreb sent a request to the Osijek
City Assembly asking that, at its next session, it appoint a special committee for the celebration
of the millennium of the Croatian Kingdom. They requested that, after its appointment, this
committee establish contact with the central committee and that the city assembly allocate a
certain sum in its budget and send it to the central committee to help cover the costs associated
with this significant event.”’

In Hrvatski list of 18 November 1923, it was announced that the celebration of the
thousandth anniversary of the Croatian Kingdom would be held in 1924. However, Hrvatski
list of 9 January 1924 stated that the celebration would take place in 1925. The central
committee for the celebration in Zagreb had already begun its work. It was decided that the
celebration should be held in all regions where Croats lived and that committees for the
celebration should also be established in those areas, coordinating their work with the central
committee in Zagreb. The anonymous author emphasized that the primary goal of the
celebration was the commemoration of the Croatian people who, a thousand years earlier, had
been “united in the most perfect form of statehood for that time.” The Croatian people thus
possessed their independence, their cultural activity, and their social life, comparable with
cultural Italy and with some less culturally developed neighbouring lands. The author stressed
that this thousand-year history of the Croatian people should be presented first of all to
themselves, but also to the world, and that one should wonder how it had happened that, after
all this, in the then Kingdom of SHS, a nation had become merely a tribe. Therefore, the author
appealed that the anniversary “be a gathering of all Croats from even the most distant regions,”
so that they might present themselves “with all the characteristics of a cultured nation that
cannot be destroyed or humiliated.” About the Croatian nation in the state at that time, the
author wrote: “Today the nation feels greatly humiliated and demeaned, as never before. It feels
the need to demonstrate before the whole world that it was not created by Austria, that its state
is older than any other state in Europe, and that it has never lost its statehood. It wants the entire
world to see its honest and courageous soul. On this occasion, the Croat will proclaim his

733 Zagreb za proslavu tisu¢godidnjice hrvatskog kraljevstva.”, Hrvatski list, 3, 28 May 1925, no. 116 (535): 1.
754 Proslava 1000-godi$njice hrvatskog kraljevstva. Proslava ¢e se obaviti u kolovozu ili rujmu 1924. god.
Hrvatski list, 4, 18 November 1923, no. 270 (981): 1.

755 Proslava tisu¢godiSnjice hrvatskog kraljevstva.“, Hrvatski list, 4, 24 November 1923, no. 275 (986): 4.
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brotherhood, the ethical foundation of his social life.””*® In the same issue of Hrvatski list,
the beginning of the activities of the Croatian women society 7Tomislav in Zagreb was also
announced as part of the millennium celebration of the Croatian Kingdom. It was stated that on
9 January 1924 the members would attend Mass in St Mark’s Church, and in the afternoon they
would hold their first regular meeting in the society’s premises at Wilson Square, where “Prof.
Jambri$ak would give a lecture on the significance of this celebration.”””’

In Hrvatski list of 25 March 1924, an article titled “Milenijska proslava i1 hrvatska
narodna solidarnost“ [The Millennial Celebration and Croatian National Solidarity] was
published. The anonymous author wrote a critical commentary on the news that Fr. Mijo Cuié,
from what was then Duvno, had led a delegation of Herzegovinian peasants to Belgrade to see
King Alexander, and on behalf of himself and those peasants had expressed a request that the
king participate in the celebration of “the thousandth anniversary of the coronation of the
Croatian King Tomislav on the Duvno field.” The author asked “in what relation the action of
this highly respected Franciscan stands to the Zagreb committee, which in every respect
represents contemporary Croatdom,” since “the central committee in Zagreb is the only body
that has the legitimacy to celebrate, in the manner it considers appropriate, such a general
Croatian national celebration.” It seems that the author somewhat too harshly suggested that
this was an evidently arranged undertaking intended to weaken the initiative surrounding the
celebration of the millennium of Croatian statehood. In fact, Fr. Mijo Cui¢ was acting in
coordination with the Society of the Brothers of the Croatian Dragon, which had already in
1906 initiated the celebration of the thousandth anniversary of the Croatian Kingdom and
strongly supported the construction of the memorial church in Tomislavgrad (then Duvno).”®

The Croatian writer Stjepko Iliji¢ (1864—1933) wrote an article titled “Kulturne vijesti.
Dva zanimljiva predavanja u Glazbenom zavodu” [Cultural News. Two Interesting Lectures at
the Music Institute], published in Hrvatski list on 7 June 1924. The first lecture was delivered
by the renowned historian Prof. Vjekoslav Klai¢, titled “The origin of the Croatian idea of
statehood,” at a ceremonial academy organized by the committee for the celebration of the 1000
years of the Croatian state on Sunday, 1 June 1924, before a full hall. From his lecture Ilijié
highlighted that the Croatian idea of statehood “never faded in the hearts of the Croats (...) but
warmed them through the turbulent centuries and gave them strength to endure in the struggle
for existence against all open and secret enemies up to the present day. This salvational idea
will never be extinguished in the hearts of the Croats (...) Branimir and Mutimir created and
founded the first Croatian state. Under Branimir it freed itself from the influence of Byzantium
and the Franks, while Mutimir prepared the ground for the unification of all Croatian lands;
finally, Tomislav succeeded in establishing a strong and powerful Croatian state, from the
Cetina to the Drava, and was crowned in the year 925 with the royal crown on the historic
Duvno field.” Tliji¢ added that such lectures were “especially important in the present times,
when among some uninformed individuals various confused notions and misunderstandings
prevail regarding our historical past, which in our opinion arise mainly from a weak or
nonexistent knowledge of history in general, and especially of the history and development of
our idea of statehood.” The second lecture — or rather two lectures — was given by the “renowned
professor of art at the University of Vienna, Mr Strzygowski”: “MeSstrovi¢ and modern art” and
“On the visual arts among the Croats from the 9th to the 11th century.” For the latter lecture,
Professor Strzygowski traveled through “our regions,” where he was able to find sufficient
examples from that era and arrived at interesting but for us disappointing conclusions: namely,
that although there were indeed enough examples testifying to our sense and understanding of
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757

,» Tisu¢godisnjica Tomislavova krunisanja.”, Hrvatski list, 5, 9 January 1924, no. 7 (1024): 1.

,,Proslava tisu¢godis$njice hrvatskog kraljevstva. Pocetak rada dru$tva Hrvatica » Tomislav«.”, Hrvatski list, 5,
9 January 1924, no. 7 (1024): 1.
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art at that time, they were scattered in many places and poorly or not at all preserved. He clearly
demonstrated that all the artistic monuments he encountered in Dalmatia, Croatia, and Bosnia
were exclusively Croatian. He further emphasized that the celebration of the 1000th anniversary
of the Croatian kingdom would be the most suitable opportunity to establish a special museum
to preserve these precious monuments, which prove that culture flourished in Croatia while
many European peoples were still in the early stages of their development.”>

Stefa Vice, a member of the association Croatian Woman in Osijek, wrote an article
titled “Proslava tisu¢godisnjice hrvatskog kraljevstva” [The Celebration of the Millennium of
the Croatian Kingdom], published in Hrvatski list on 14 September 1924. She emphasized that
this anniversary would be celebrated by “the Croatian people in all provinces and lands where
Croats live,” that preparations were already underway, and that “the foundation stone had
already been laid and construction begun on the church on the Duvno field in Bosnia, at the
place where the coronation took place.” She particularly emphasized the following: “Neither
Roman culture romanized us, nor did Germanic culture germanize us; neither the supremacy of
the strongest peoples of the ancient, medieval, and modern ages destroyed us, nor did the
perfected, infernal diplomacy of foreign dynasties and peoples bring us to rest. The Croatian
people have been passing through their calvary for centuries like Christ on the cross, but just as
Christ rose crowned with glory and victory, so we Croats, strengthened by struggles and
suffering, will present before the whole world — by our consciousness and by the historically
documented just national imperative — our righteous victory!” She stated that in Zagreb every
Croatian and educational society and every cultural institution would take part in the
celebration, and that an all-Croatian Sokol rally with a singing festival would be held, in which
all existing Croatian societies and associations would participate. She also mentioned that the
old chapel of St. Francis Xavier near Zagreb, located on a beautiful hill below Medvedgrad
with a splendid view of Zagreb and the Sava valley, built according to historical records in
1658, would be restored, along with the park around the chapel and its Stations of the Cross.
The chapel, which would be decorated with reliefs from Croatian history and busts of Croatian
kings, would also become the resting place for the bones of the Croatian martyrs Petar Zrinski
and Fran Krsto Frankopan, which were then only temporarily kept in the Zagreb Cathedral.
Thus their remains would lie beneath their Medvedgrad, in the chapel to which they had
certainly often come on their way to their fortress. In this way the place would again become a
shrine for all Croats, built — like the church at Duvno — and renewed for the “salvation of the
Croatian people,” funded by contributions from Croats from all regions, as a worthy monument
to our history and our Western culture and as a proper legacy to our descendants. Finally, it was
stated that there were plans to establish a committee “for the celebration of the millennium of
the Croatian Kingdom — for Slavonia, Backa, and Baranja with its center in Osijek (...) The
activities of the committee will be announced in Hrvaiski list.”"*

On behalf of the Society of the Brothers of the Croatian Dragon, Gjuro Marsi¢ published
an article titled “Hrvatska drustva i1 proslava tisuc¢godisnjice” [Croatian Societies and the
Celebration of the Millennium], printed in Hrvatski list on 16 September 1924. He stated the
following: “In 1925 it is intended to publish a Memorial Almanac of all Croatian societies in
the homeland and abroad, with reproductions of their society emblems (including those
Croatian societies that have ceased to exist and operate), so that a permanent remembrance of
their cultural work may be preserved.” He therefore addressed “all Croatian societies with a
fraternal request that, for the purpose of compiling the Memorial Almanac of Croatian societies
and completing the collection of society emblems preserved as Croatian national property in

79 ILIJIC St. [Stiepko]. .. Kulturne vijesti. Dva zanim[lj]iva predavanja u glazbenom zavodu.“, Hrvatski list, 5,7
June 1924,vn0. 1§3 (1150): 7.

760 VICE, Sfeta[Stefa]. ,,Proslava tisu¢godi$njice hrvatskog kraljevstva.“, Hrvatski list, 5, 14 September 1924, no.
218 (1225): 9.
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the museum of the Brothers of the Croatian Dragon, they kindly send as soon as possible: 1. a
short history of their society (organization) with its exact name, year of foundation, seat and
purpose, and if possible the number of members. This is particularly important because this
history would also be included in the work Distinguished Croats 925—-1925, which will be
published on the occasion of the 1000th anniversary of the Croatian Kingdom. If possible,
a brief biography should also be attached of individuals — members of the respective societies
— who have rendered services to the Croatian people in the cultural and social fields; 2. the
society emblem (preferably also an older one) or a tricolour ribbon with the society’s
inscription; those who possess both are asked to send both; 3. associations and similar central
organizations should send one common emblem, while their organizational units should send
their own emblem (tricolour) if they have or once had one; 4. anything else of historical value
relating to the given society. All correspondence and historical material in this matter should
be sent by registered mail to: Gjuro Marsi¢, member of the Brothers of the Croatian Dragon,
Zagreb, 62 Ilica Street.” At the same time, patriots who had been members of societies that no
longer existed were asked to send any information they had about those societies, and if possible
their emblems as well. It was also noted that Croatian fraternal societies in America would
likewise collect the histories of their organizations and, according to received reports, would
most readily respond to this request “for the sake of their old and unforgettable Croatian
homeland.””%!

A circular letter of the Croatian bishops titled “Hrvatskom katolickom narodu prilikom
tisu¢godisnjice hrvatskog kraljevstva” [ To the Croatian Catholic People on the Occasion of the
Millennium of the Croatian Kingdom] was published in the Pakovo journal Glasnik biskupija
bosanske i srijemske (no. 18, 30 September 1924). The main parts of it, with commentary, were
reprinted in Hrvatski list on 5 October 1924. Among other things, it stated: “Within all the
borders of Tomislav’s realm the Croatian language is still spoken and Croatian song is still
sung.” “And while in the old as well as in the new age, during the span of a thousand years,
entire great and powerful nations disappeared, the small Croatian nation still lives today and
rejoices in the better future of new millennia.” “And who has done this for us? Who has saved
the Croatian people?” the circular asked, answering: “Our God, to whom we must bow and
give thanks.”

The circular then reflected on the past of “our civilization and culture,” stating that the
Croats stood under the cultural influence of the West, and that writing, schooling, science,
books, art, social life and customs, as well as the state organization and the character of the
nation, had arisen and developed under the beneficial influence of the spirit of the Christian
West. And this too had been done by “our God.” (...) “The Catholic faith grew together with
the Croatian people, created its history, and gave it everything that is great and good.” It “was
a mother to the Croatian people.” “Our entire culture and our entire life bear the mark of
Christianity and the Catholic faith. And this mark cannot be removed from our past without
denying the entire history of Croatia and the Croats. The Catholic faith and the Church
created the greatness of Croatia.” Who had done this? “Who else but our God and His
grace.” “Let us first give thanks to our God today.” “Let us not allow anyone to spit upon our
sanctities and upon the bones of our forefathers!... With the Catholic faith and the reign of
Jesus Christ among our people stand and fall the greatness and glory of Croatdom.” (...)
“The celebration of our millennium must be a great atonement to God and a great day of
penance.” Prayer and supplication should turn away God’s wrath and obtain mercy and
forgiveness, conversion and renewal. The celebration of the millennium should be the
celebration of the Catholic Croatian people. “It is not without special grace and Divine
Providence that our millennium falls precisely in the Holy Year of the entire Catholic Church.”

761 MARSIC, Gjuro. ,.Hrvatska drutva i proslava tisu¢godisnjice.”, Hrvatski list, 5, 16 September 1924, no. 220
(1227): 5.
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A delegation of the entire Croatian people should, in the name of all Croatia, bow before the
remains of the Prince of the Apostles and swear eternal fidelity to his successor, while the
whole Croatian nation would consecrate itself — and the coming millennium — to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus. Every village and every parish should send someone to the Eternal City. Money
should be collected for a precious gift from the whole nation to the Holy Father the Pope: a
beautiful golden chalice with an inscription. “The year 1925 should be regarded as the Holy
Year of the Croatian people; visible signs should be raised, some new shrine in the churches, in
memory ‘that the Croats are God’s people and a holy nation!”” (...) The circular concluded:
“Croatian people! Give to the glory of Tomislav and the millennium of your kingdom the
character of a pious Christian, Catholic celebration! Let the glory of our Duvno and our
Tomislav be before all Europe the confession of your faith! Rivers of blessings will flow
from it upon you and upon your future!” The anonymous author of the article in Hrvatski list
criticized this episcopal circular, stating that it contained “good and bad elements, and
unfortunately also evident errors and scandals.” The author emphasized that the bishops had
forgotten “that a thousand years ago not the entire Croatian people were of the Catholic faith,
nor are they today; that the coronation of Tomislav was exclusively a state and political act, and
therefore the celebration of that act should have no other meaning, and least of all a religious
one.” He also stressed that it was “inappropriate to connect this celebration with the Holy Year
of the Catholic Church, which the Roman See had proclaimed for the year 1925.7762

Dr Nikola Andri¢ wrote an article titled “Sto ¢emo reéi Evropi o tisucoj obljetnici
Hrvatske Drzavnosti? Bili smo 1 ostali smo izrazit narod, ali nismo nikada bili niiji robovi. —
Hrvatski pisci nisu imali od koga prisvojiti jezik. — Matica hrvatska izdaje veli¢ajni zbornik u
Sest knjiga.“ [What Shall We Tell Europe about the Thousandth Anniversary of Croatian
Statehood? We Were and Have Remained a Distinct Nation, but We Have Never Been
Anyone’s Slaves. — Croatian Writers Had No One from Whom to Borrow Their Language. —
Matica hrvatska Publishes a Magnificent Collection in Six Volumes.], published in Hrvatski
list on 24 December 1924. The article reads as follows:

“Probably no nation, on the eve of the millennial celebration of its most significant achievement
and the most visible proof of its living national strength and capacity for state-building, has stood as
confused and emotionally constrained as we Croats do today. Confused and constrained in both a moral
and political sense. Our soul is depressed and unsettled because — by our own fault or that of others —
we have fallen into an awkward position in which every possibility has been taken from us to celebrate
this year of our pride with outward signs — amid the cheers and exclamations of an entire happy and
satisfied people, and with the sincere approval and joy of the brothers who are united with us in a new
state.

Our pride! For we have preserved ourselves in our purity and across the entire territory — indeed
even an expanded one — that we occupied a thousand years ago, despite every possible cultural, political,
and military invasion. Where is that small nation that would not — between Venice, Istanbul, and Vienna!
— have bowed its head and succumbed to stronger power through so many centuries? And where is that
Croatian region in which our indigenous population would, under foreign force, betray itself and lose
the ancestral name of its forefathers? There is none. There are sporadic renegades, but these are rari
nantes in gurgite vasto’®, the kind that even the greatest nations have by the hundreds of thousands.
Nous y sommes et nous y restons!”® And this is something we must say in a special way so that we may
be heard.

The question now arises: how, under present circumstances, shall we present ourselves before

Europe with the thousandth anniversary of our state life? What should we tell them, and how should we
do it?

762 Okruznica hrvatskih biskupa. "Hrvatskom katolitkom narodu prilikom tisué¢godi$njice hrvatskog
kraljevstva".“, Hrvatski list, 5, 5 October 1924, no. 237 (1244): 2-3.

783 Latin rari nantes in gurgite vasto, in translation: rare swimmers in the vast whirlpool.

54 French Nous y sommes et nous y restons/, in translation: We are here and here we stay!
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In this respect, I believe we are entirely left to ourselves, and that we can and must say
everything we feel and everything we know.

First of all, we must undertake self-criticism. Objectively and realistically, without exaggeration
or self-deception. We must tell them what we were and what we are now. Did we possess — and do we
possess today — some particular feature that complemented the picture of old Europe and that might
complement the new one as well? By what did we differ from other nations, and what did we concretely
contribute to general civilization?

To the first question the answer would be: we were and have remained a distinct nation with all
the attributes of a conscious nation which — one of the first in the history of Europe! — built its own
kingdom and was recognized as an independent authority by all the powers of that time that conferred
and respected such a title. Rex Croatarum! In our entire surroundings there was nothing that could be
considered equivalent to us in that era. Qur other neighbours reached the level of a kingdom only several
centuries after us. Some of them (our later companions, the Hungarians) adopted from us not only all
the pomp of the court but even the titles of court officials and the garments wom by our nobles.

Among the first things we must emphasize is the humanity and character — both our own and
that of the national leaders whom we elevated to royal thrones. We must say that the sons and brothers
of our domestic kings did not kill their fathers and brothers to take their places, as often happened in
much more cultured centers. The only murder mentioned by tradition (and even that fact is not
historically confirmed) is that the enraged people killed the “good king” Zvonimir when he wished, at
the urging of the Pope and the Roman emperor, to lead the Croats into battle to redeem Christ’s tomb!
“Better that he perish,” they said, “than that he lead us out of our ancestral land to seize distant foreign
cities and lands — for other people!” We say again: it is not historically confirmed, but this account has
been preserved in a chronicle from the 13th century and in Tomasi¢’s record of 1316. Thus the people
believed and spoke of it through the centuries. They accepted it as true because it could have been true,
according to the fundamental character of Croatian national consciousness.

We must especially emphasize that the Croatian people have never been anyone’s slaves. When
our domestic dynasty died out, we freely chose first the Hungarian dynasty — which was related by blood
to the last Croatian queen — and later the German one. Yet with our parliament we always retained such
independence (accepting or rejecting imperial messages, raising our own army, choosing new dynasties
for ourselves and imposing them on the other half of the state, etc.) that no form of subordination in the
sense of “slavery” could ever be spoken of. This must be particularly underlined, because in recent years
— out of ignorance or malice — it has often been maliciously thrown in our faces.

Honour must also be given to the national language, which held an important place from the
very beginnings of our state history. At our royal court the national language was spoken — unlike
other Western courts where the official language was Latin — as proven by the names of various court
officials (pristav — bailiff, psar — master of hounds, vinoto¢ — cup-bearer, sokolar - falconer, $citnik —
shield-bearer, postelnik - chamberlain, etc.). We even had our own script: the Croatian Glagolitic,
which differed from the Bulgarian one; and we opened the way for the national language into the
Church, something no other Western Catholic nation succeeded in doing.

Fine literature also broke through and blossomed into its most vigorous flowering — the first
among all Slavic peoples! — precisely in the Croatian national territory. Thus today, when a Russian
professor at the universities of Astrakhan and Kazan wishes to boast of a “Slavic Renaissance,” he must
point to Dalmatia, the cradle of Croatian statehood and literature. And if today some foolish fanatic
claims that Croatian writers and poets wrote not in their own language but in some borrowed or even
“stolen” one, you may freely throw in his face that he is lying basely, because Croatian writers could
not have borrowed a language from anyone, since no one around them at that time wrote literary works
of artistic value in that language that could have inspired the educated aristocratic poets of Dalmatia.
And that those poets were Croats — only Croats! — we have hundreds of proofs, since some of them (such
as Barakovi¢ of Zadar) exalted their Croatian identity with almost chauvinistic enthusiasm at a time —
long before the French Revolution — when the national idea had not yet been born anywhere in Europe.
This too is a special feature we must explain to Europe.

We must also highlight our architecture. Dalmatia today indeed has many remains from the
Venetian period, but the foundations of architecture and geometric ornamentation there were purely our
own — without Lombard or Byzantine influence! For this innovation in the general history of art,
Professor Strzygowski of the University of Vienna is today fighting most vigorously. Some time ago he
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lectured on this subject not only in Zagreb but also in London. Thus Europe itself offers us a new proof
of our independence in the artistic sphere — something we ourselves scarcely dared to emphasize,
because especially the Italians have filled the whole world’s ears with claims of their originality
supposedly imposed upon the eastern Adriatic coast.

And our weaving traditions, our traditional literature, our humanism, our seafaring, our
cooperatives, our legal history, our industry, the organization of our peasantry, the history of education,
folk customs, natural production, means of transport, museums and archives, folk music, monuments,
the history of our parliaments — and many other characteristics of Croatian national life! All this should
be gathered into a magnificent collection that will present Croatdom in the past and present, written by
indisputable experts, to the honor and glory of the millennial celebrant: the Croatian people!

I can say for the comfort of all participants in our national pride that this collection is essentially
finished. This gigantic work has been taken upon its shoulders — quietly and without much public noise
— by our diligent Matica hrvatska, which will begin publishing it during the jubilee year itself.

Since I am well informed about the matter, I can outline the plan.

The collection will appear in six volumes, one every two months, so that interest will be
maintained throughout the year.

The first volume will contain works of archaeological, historical, paleographic, geographical,
and numismatic character: King Tomislav and his era; the geographical foundations of the Croatian
people; the Croatian royal chancellery; national assemblies; historiography; and the archacology of
Dalmatia and Ban’s Croatia. Contributors: Buli¢, Klai¢, Brun$mid, Hoffiller, Lukas, Nagy, Srkulj,
and Rudolf Horvat.

The second volume will include studies on art: Dalmatian monuments, medieval towns,
Venetian-period art, folk music, ethnography, and modern art. Contributors: Karaman, Prof. Ivekovic,
Sirola, Senoa, Laszowski, Gavazzi, Jirousek, and Lunadek.

The third volume will be devoted to literary history: humanism, traditional literature, the
beginnings of Dalmatian books, archives and libraries, theatre from its beginnings to the present, Italian
and German influences, Kajkavian literature, publishing, journalism, and the history of Matica hrvatska.
Contributors: Korbler, Bojnici¢, Andrié, Pasarié, Livadi¢, Dezelié, gegvic’, Fancev, Lozovina, Klai¢,
and Cihlar.

The fourth volume will deal with philosophy, pedagogy, and science: natural sciences,

medicine, theology, the history of education, legal history, climate conditions, the Catholic Church in
Bosnia, Islam and Muslim law. Contributors: Bazala, Barac, Vouk, Matiéevié, gkreb, Dukat, Urlié,
Sladovié, Babié, Poljak, and Jelini¢.
The fifth volume will address socio-political questions: the national idea, the revival in Dalmatia, folk
life and customs, the importance of the peasant movement in Croatia, the social question, Slavic liturgy,
cultural conditions among the Bunjevci, political development since the French Revolution,
demographic conditions, public health, and sport. Contributors: Trumbié, Poli¢, Stjepan Radié,
Lorkovié, Rittig, Boranic, Signjar, Bucar, and Krajac.

The sixth volume will deal with economic topics: natural production, industry, transport and
communications, seafaring and shipping, financial conditions, cooperatives, trade, and banking.
Contributors: Vrbani¢, Karlovié¢, Frange§, Juri¢, Verona, Herceg, Varga, Kraja¢, Nosan, and
Turkalj.

After each volume, a summary of the main results would be sent to foreign newspapers — thus
accomplishing the most that can be done under present circumstances. The nation would be informed
through conscientious studies about everything it needs to know about its past and present, while the
attention of the outside world would be drawn to a great effort in the history of Central Europe.

For any exhibition it would already be too late, but sometime in May or June a large national
assembly could be convened in Zagreb (perhaps in connection with the unveiling of the Strossmayer
monument), in which delegations from all Croatian regions would participate in national costumes. We
might call it the ‘Assembly of Duvno’ and dedicate those days to the memory of the thousandth
anniversary of our statehood.”®
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emphasized that the net proceeds would be allocated for the construction of the Croatian Hall
in Osijek Upper Town. The complete programme of the performance was published to attract
as many citizens as possible and ensure the greatest possible success.”®®; 4 October 1924 — a
reminder was published that the performance of the symbolic play Na Duvanjskom polju at the
National Theatre in Osijek was approaching. It was reported that the demand for tickets was
high and that all roles were performed by members of the Croatian Women’s Club, under the
direction of Zora Vuksan-Barlovi¢.”®; 5 October 1924 — the diligent members of the Croatian
Women’s Club obtained traditional costumes from all Croatian regions to enhance the “Duvno
Evening” performance, as the “Croatian water fairies” would appear in these costumes. It was
noted that this work by Dr Zdenka Smrekar had been performed in Zagreb for the first time and
that it had “caused a real sensation.” It was believed that it would also achieve great success in
Osijek, and visitors were encouraged to attend the theatre in traditional costumes if possible.””?;
8 October 1924 — it was reported that the main rehearsals were being held and that many seats
had already been sold.””!; 9 October 1924 — it was announced that preparations for the great
celebration had been fully completed and that the final programme of the celebration had been
determined.”’* On the very day of the performance, 10 October 1924, it was announced that the
performance would be repeated on 13 October 1924 due to the great interest of the public.””
For the same reason, the performance was repeated again on 19 October 1924 for school pupils,
with ticket prices for the youth being lower than those for adults.””* Hrvatski list of 29
November 1924 announced a performance of the poetic presentation Duvno Evening in
Vinkovci on 6 December 1924, which “would be performed by the ladies and young women of
Vinkovci,” with the participation of the Croatian Tamburitza Orchestra from Zupanja. The
performance was announced for the large hall of the Croatian Hall, and after the performance a
concert with dancing was planned, with the net proceeds intended for cultural and humanitarian
purposes.’” The Croatian Sokol in Ilok, with the participation of all Croatian societies in Ilok
(the Women’s Charitable Society, the Croatian Singing Society Zrinski, and the Student Club
Tomislav), as well as the ladies and young women of Ilok, organized on 30 November 1924 a
performance of the poetic play by Dr Zdenka Smrekar Na Duvanjskom polju. The event was
very successful. Before the performance, Professor Josip Sarini¢ delivered an introductory
speech about the play and outlined the historical significance of the Duvno Field.””® A Duvno
Evening was also held in Dakovo on 4 December 1924. The hall was completely full, and
Bishop AkSamovi¢ was present. The same event was held again on 5 December 1924 for school
youth.””” In the report on the Duvno Evening held in Vinkovci on 6 December 1924, it was
stated that the initiative had been taken by the Croatian Women’s Charitable Society of
Vinkovci, with the participation of all Vinkovci cultural and educational societies. The event
took place in the large and overcrowded hall of the Croatian Hall. The Croatian Reading Room
Tamburitza Orchestra from Zupanja participated as a guest ensemble. After the performance
there was a concert with dancing, and the net proceeds were intended for cultural and

768 Duvanjsko ve&e.”, Hrvatski list, 5, 1 October 1924, no. 233 (1240): 5.

762 Duvanjsko vete®., Hrvatski list, 5, 4 October 1924, no. 236 (1243): 6.

770 Duvanjsko vete®., Hrvatski list, 5, 5 October 1924, no. 237 (1244): 5.

" Duvanjsko vete®., Hrvatski list, 5, 8 October 1924, no. 240 (1247): 5.

772 »Duvanjsko vete«. Pripreme zavr$ene. — Raspored proslave.”, Hrvatski list, 5,9 October 1924, no. 241 (1248):
4-5,

773 Duvanjsko ve&e®., Hrvatski list, 5, 10 October 1924, no. 242 (1249): 5.

774 _»Duvanjsko vede«.”, Hrvatski list, 5, 17 October 1924, no. 249 (1256): 6.

775 »Duvanjsko vete« u Vinkovcima. AngaZirana sva mjesna drustva.*, Hrvatski list, 5, 29 November 1924, no.
287 (1294): 5.

776 _»Duvanjsko vete« u Iloku. Najuspjelija priredba.”, Hrvatski list, 5, 3 December 1924, no. 289 (1296): 5.

777 _»Duvanjsko vete« u Dakovu. Neodekivan uspjeh., Hrvatski list, 5, 7 December 1924, no. 294 (1300): 5.

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































348

CONCLUDING REMARKS

The end of the First World War marked a significant socio-political turning point in
general, and particularly for the Croats. They emerged from the collapsed Austro-Hungarian
Monarchy and entered a new Yugoslav state community. Within it they gradually lost all
elements of statehood and political autonomy that they had previously preserved within the
framework of Hungary. This was imposed upon them by the authorities in Belgrade. It is
therefore understandable that resistance to this process began to emerge among the Croats.

One of the more significant forms of public resistance was expressed by Hrvatski list,
published in Osijek from 4 January 1920 to 14 April 1945 as the newspaper of the Society for
the Publication of Hrvatski list. In its founding contract the society declared that “... the
orientation of Hrvatski list with regard to the general national interest can never be changed in
such a way that it would harm the Croatian people, their name, and their essential interests.”
Such an editorial policy led to frequent persecution of Hrvatski list in the Kingdom of SHS by
the authorities as well as by pro-government organizations such as ORJUNA, ¢etnici, and
SRNAO. These persecutions included confiscation of individual issues, bans on distribution,
searches of the editorial offices, and even an attack on the Civic Printing House in which the
newspaper was printed. There were also other, subtler methods of harassment and bans on the
sale of that newspaper, including the arrest of the Editorial Board, the beating of newspaper
vendors, and similar measures. Despite all these difficulties and persecutions, the Editorial
Board and management of Hrvatski list managed to overcome them for twenty-five years, but
in 1945 the new communist authorities prohibited its further publication. Therefore, the
Management and the Editorial Board, as well as all contributors to that newspaper, deserve
recognition for managing to bring at least a little light and hope for improvement to their many
readers during the darkness of the old Yugoslavia. The preceding pages of this book clearly
illustrate the various persecutions suffered by Hrvatski list, as well as by other opposition
newspapers in the Kingdom of SHS from 1920 to 1925.

Since the Croatian people decided in 1925 to celebrate the thousandth anniversary of
the Croatian Kingdom, the social situation in the Kingdom of SHS in that year is additionally
presented as seen through Hrvatski list. At that time the PP government (PasSi¢—Pribi¢evic¢
government) proclaimed on 1 January 1925 the Obznana against HRSS. By this act the party
was placed outside the law, its leadership headed by Stjepan Radi¢ was arrested, and unfounded
court proceedings against them lasted for a full six months. This was followed by widespread
persecution of all officials of HRSS, as well as members and sympathizers of that party, but
also of other institutions, organizations, associations, societies, and individuals considered
undesirable by the authorities of the time. The view of the situation in the Kingdom of SHS as
expressed by the German newspaper Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung was summarized in the
following words: “The millennial year of Croatian statehood began with great persecutions of
Croats. The measures taken by the Belgrade government are not measures against Bolsheviks
but measures against the Croatian people.”

Nevertheless, the Croatian people succeeded in commemorating the thousandth
anniversary of the Croatian Kingdom in 1925 throughout the areas where Croats lived in the
majority, but also in places where they were a significant minority. Hrvatski list reported on
these celebrations in detail and also published 19 authored articles, including four by Kerubin
Segvié, two by Stjepko Iliji¢, and articles by Rudolf Horvat, Dragutin Milivoj Domjanié, Nikola
Andri¢, Vjekoslav Klai¢, Josip Bosendorfer, Josipa Glembay, Vladimir Nazor (a poem), and
Vjekoslav Hengl. A total of 121 reports, both longer and shorter, were published about these
celebrations, covering the following places: OSIJEK (30 reports), ZAGREB (8 reports),
ZUPANIJA (5 reports), SUBOTICA (4 reports), MITROVICA (4 reports), PAKOVO (3
reports), ORAHOVICA (3 reports), PETROVARADIN (3 reports), SARAJEVO (2 reports),
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EXCERPTS FROM REVIEWS

“The monograph by Srecko Tomas, King Tomislav’s Croatia: Celebration of the
Thousandth Anniversary of the Croatian Kingdom in 1925 According to Hrvatski list, is a
relevant historiographical work not only because of the issues it addresses, but also because of
the methodology applied. (...) Although in historiography the press is most often not considered
a first-rank source, this monograph demonstrates how it can be precisely that, especially since
it presents information and claims about certain processes and events that were publicly
available at the time. (...) For this reason, and particularly because of the new insights it
provides within the framework of researching this historiographical phenomenon, it is a work
that contributes to the understanding of the issues of modern and contemporary Croatian
history. Based on a review of relevant historical sources — almost exclusively on the writings
of the Osijek newspaper Hrvatski list in the period from 1921 to 1925 — the monograph
represents a contribution to the study of the social, political, and cultural history of Croatian
society, primarily that of eastern Croatia. For this reason, the monograph by Sre¢ko Tomas is a
valuable contribution to the transmission of scholarly knowledge about one specific
historiographical phenomenon. (...) In general, it can be said that the monograph, given the
topic it addresses, represents a significant contribution to the understanding of modern and
contemporary Croatian history based on reliable sources. All of the above undoubtedly
constitutes a scholarly contribution, and therefore the recommendation is that this
monograph be published.”

Mario Jareb, PhD, Senior Research Advisor

“However, the author Prof. Srecko Tomas has placed at the center of this work an
entirely new and previously unexplored historical dimension, the essence of which is the
professional study of the celebration of the Thousandth Anniversary of the Croatian Kingdom
in 1925, based on Hrvatski list, thereby additionally shedding scholarly light on two important
historical facts and questions that are still insufficiently researched. Their essence lies in the
exceptionally difficult political position of the Croatian people in the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats
and Slovenes, as well as in the significance of the celebration of the Thousandth Anniversary
of the Croatian Kingdom in 1925, in which the hope and aspiration of the Croatian people for
their national rights and freedom are strongly reflected. (...) By examining Hrvatski list, and
also using relevant scholarly literature carefully and properly cited in the academic notes, the
Author documents previously unknown severe persecutions of the editors of Hrvatski list, as
well as of other Croatian newspapers mentioned in that paper. These persecutions took the form
of multiple types of abuse and imprisonment of newspaper editors; brutal police raids on
editorial offices, which were damaged; and even the placing of bombs in front of their offices.
In addition, newspapers were frequently confiscated and their publication banned for shorter or
longer periods, most often Hrvatski list. (...) Based on the above facts, I am free to recommend
to the Publisher that this book be printed as soon as possible. The book will also represent a
special contribution to Croatian historiography, as well as to the celebration of the Eleven
Hundredth Anniversary of the Croatian Kingdom, which is currently taking place.”

Agneza Szabo, PhD
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